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Records the activities of Abington Naturewatch for 2017. Includes records of
sightings of the fauna and flora in Great and Little Abing@emnbridgeshire, as
noted by members and covering several sectors: Wildlife at Granta Park and in
River Granta, Birds, Reptiles & Amphibians, Mammals, Insects, Framagi
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1. In this document, GA stands for Great Abingt@P for Granta Parind LA for Little Abington
LSA means former Land Settlement Association area (North, South, Chalky and Cuttiny) Roads

2. All photographs were taken R017, unless noted?hotographerare
Andy Merryweather (AM),Anne Dunbar Nobes (ADN)Annette Shortell (AS)Barry Brooks
(BMB), Chrissy Bidwell(CB), David Farrant (DF), Derek Turnidge (DLTEmMma Jones (EJ),
Great Abington Primary School (GARS$3B Nonnative Species Secretariat (GBNNSGgorge
Woodley (GW),Granta Park (GP)Jennifer Hirsh (JAH)Jean Gwynne (JG)YJohn Webb (JW),
Len Mead (LAM), Peter Brunning (PJBPat Wallman (PW)

3. Visits out of the Abingtons are recorded separately in Seftion

4. For contact details for all sectors, please refer to the back page.

5. Species of particular interest (declining native or invasivemaiive) are shown ired.
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1. FOREWORD

Key weather periods in 2017 were the mild spring, an unsettled summer and a mild and long
autumn. This resulted in good butterfly numbers in the spring (mainly Brimstones, Large
Whites and Red Admirals) and a good breeding period for birds. The wet sustdneed
butterfly numbers but then the long mild autumn saw butterfly numbers rise again and also
produced excellent wildflower numbers on the Roman Road, Fleam Dyke and in Granta Park.
The extended autumn tree colour was also impressive. Although hutterfibers were
positive, Bumble Bee and Ladybird numbers were down.

l. Weather

A generally mild wet winter in 2017 seems to follow the current pattern with little snow and
only a few heavy frosts. After a changeable March, April was often warm witlypbén
sunshine. May was cool and cloudy but warmer towards the end of the month. June, July,
August and September were generally unsettled with a few hot spells. June was a particularly
wet month compared to the average. October and November were uhgymitdland dry

with little in the way of frost. December produced some hard frosts early and then heavy rain
towards the end of the month.

Abington Rainfall for 2017 (blue) compared to 10 Year Average (red) in mm.

90
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Abington Rainfall 2017 Source of 10 year averag&€ambridge Botanic Gardens

II.  The 20T Programme

We held two Naturewatch members meetings in April and November. In April we discussed
our spring and summer programme and in November looked back on our visits and the
seasofs repors from our members. It was encouraging to see that we had received an
increase in the number of reports compared to the year before. We switched our river
samplings this year from the cricket field back to the ford as we get a wider variety of species,
paticularly fish, from this area. The three samplings in April, June and August again
demonstrate that we are privileged to have a clean and active stretch of river through the
village, which theRiverCaregroup keep tidy throughout the year. This year wavie also

kept an eye on the stretch through Sluice Wood where we have removed several fallen
branches.
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We have again gathered our own reports from the RSPB Garden Birdwatch in January and
held our own survey over the late May Bank Holiday. In June we dwigopular trip to

RSPB Lakenheath where we noted 43 species. Interesting birds reported during the year were
our resident Buzzards and also the odd report of a Red Kite. These seem to be spreading
across from the west. Granta Park has again seen the Qitls nesting in the pile of
masonry andon theriver, we regularly see Herons, Little Egrets and Grey Wagtalils.

We had planned visits to Wicken Fen in June and Cherry Hinton Chalk Pits in July but a lack
of numbers for Wicken Fen and few plants in @bhalk Pits resulted in cancellation.
However the trip to Fleam Dyke in July provided a huge number of the spectacular Chalkhill
Blue butterflies together with 22 species of flowering plants. Full details of all the visits are
given later in the report.

For our autumn Speakers Meeting it was decided that this year the subject would be
dragonflies and damselflies and we were lucky to have the secretary of the British Dragonfly
Society, Henry Curry, agree to come and talk to us in November. He explairdfidrences
between the two and also helped identify the common ones we are likely to see in our area.
He has promised to lead us on a visit to Wicken Fen in spring 2018.

Il. Granta Park

Granta Park has again had the nestrgy Herons, Great @sted Grebes aridttle Owls.

There has also been a regular flock of Barnacle geese on the cricket field and the Starling
Murmuration around the reeds on the lake. An otter has also been regularly spotted along the
river.

This year our visits into Granfdark were stopped from July due to security concerns. This
has prevented members from visiting several important areas in the park but fortunately the
wildlife reporters within the park have kept us updated with monthly reports and provided a
written repot for the Record. We hope normal access to the Park can be restored next year. |
would also like to record our thanks to Granta Park for the small annual grant which goes
towards paying for meetings and speakers. We have this year used a small pagrahthcs
provide the Reception Class at the school with bird feeders and bird food which they have
been keeping regularly filled on their bird table.

IV. Naturewatch Members

Thanks must go to our Naturewatch reporters and the project team members wheoy careful
record the observations and write the summaries for the Record. We now get a regular record
of the wildlife we see around the villages and within Granta Park. The Naturewatch Record
started in 2004 and the 2017 issue will be our fourteenth. It gets leagh year and thanks

are due to Peter Brunning who collates it and searches out the colour photographs from our
database to go with the text. He also keeps our blog updated throughout tiveitheargood

deal of help from Andy Merryweather.

I hope outmembers will keep up their regular reporting and we again have an interesting year
of reports and visits in 2018.

David Farrant
V. Recreation Ground Trees

The Recreation Groun@ommitteecommissioned a survey of the trees aroundgitueing

which wasconducted on#and %' December. As a result, a few trees will be felled and other

works carried out during 2018. One tree, an Ash (see phot®) close to the chool pool,
needed urgent attention as it was deemed i mn
fungal brackets ahe base orthe southeast sideandblack exudation fronthe trunk inthe

same | ocat i oheforethelerid ofitha schobl@i$trhase luteak.

Peter Brunning
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15: Grey Wagtail near river i 14 May (AM)

Are you unknowingly spreading invasive
species on your water sports equipment and clothing?

Invasive species can affect fish and other wildlife, restrict navigation, clog up propellers
and be coWnage. You can help protect the water sports you love by following
three simple steps when you leave the water,. =~

T—_e

Check your equipment and clothing for live
organisms - particularly in areas that are damp
or hard to inspect.

Clean and wash all equipment, footwear and
clothing thoroughly.

If you do come across any organisms, leave them
at the water body where you found them.

Dry all equipment and clothing - some speci
can live for many days in moist conditions%

Make sure you don’t transfer water elsewhere.

For more information go to www.direct.gov.uk and search for Check Clean Dry
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2. RIVERCARE
l. Overview

Abington RiverCardias two main interests: looking after the stretch ofRlver Grantanext
to the playing fields in the villagend surveying its flora and faun&iverCareis a member
of the nationaRiverCareorganisatiorhttp://www.rivercare.org.ukfsee below)

On theworking day following thelast Saturday othe month, we walkthrough theplaying
fields along the riveland check its condition, picking up litter along the bank and, if possible,
from the river. [Volunteerarealways welcome at the road bridge at 9:30 aWe] look out

for, and attempt to eradicate, invasive plants suchimslayan BalsanandGiant Hogwed i

we removed a small amount lefmalayan Balsamfrom the banknear the cricket fieldhis
year butthere was not as much as befdMe notify landowners or thEnvironment Agency

of any issues that need further attention, such asl#éa@ance of largatems ofdebris and

did remove some fallen trees in Sluice Wood early in 200 nationalRiverCare
organsgation provids equipmentinsurancesafety guidelineand other advice

1. News

There have been changes in our contacts in various places:

1 RiverCare: Rob Martyr has moved on but Andrew Walters is back and has been joined by
Lottie Williams to cover our area.

1 South CambsEcology OfficerRob Mungovan has moved to the Wild Trout Trust.

lll. River Sampling2017

Ourreportsfrom the River Grantare sibmitted in the name of Abingtdsaturewatch.
We now sample ahe Ford(Grid ref: TL534489, just upstream of the road bridge.

We use a sampling method based on 3 min(teminute, for each of 3 locationsise of a net,
disturbing the river bed by kickg/shuffling just upstream so that material is carried into the net. We
supplement this by examining stones and local vegetation for additional specimens. We look mainly
for the larvae of some specific speciesioér flies.

The Riverfly Partnershipbundancefigures are as follows:

1719 category A = (based on a quick count)
10199 category B = (+ estimated number to nearest 10)
1001 999 category C = (+ estimated number to nearest 100)

over 1000 category D = (+ eBhated number to nearest 1000)

i. 17" April 2017at 18:00

3 kick shuffles of 1 minute each

Recorded by: Anne Dunb#&tobes / Peter Brunning

Weather: Cloudy Bright, dry, cool evening. River low but flowing well
Sampled fauna was mostly very small.
Imageshttps:/flic.kr/s/aHskTetsng

Caseless Caddis: B: ca.-28

Mayfly Ephemeridae: Nil

Blue-winged Olive: A: ca. 20

Flat bodied upwings (Heptageniidae): Nil
Olives Baetidae: C: ca. 100

Stoneflies: Nil

Shrimp Gammarus: B: ca. 120

Other:
1 Signal(?) crayfish, ca. 3 cm
2 Minnows, ca. & cmi lively, 1 jumped out of tray ? 1 male, 1 pregnant female


http://www.rivercare.org.uk/
https://flic.kr/s/aHskTetsng
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i. 28" June2017 at 17:30

3 kick shuffles of 1 minute each: rock/gravel (best), weed, sand/stones
Recordé by: Anne DunbaNobes / Peter Brunning + Barry, Robin, RdbsdDavid
Weather: Overcast, 12C. River level raised, flowing fast

Sampled fauna was mostly small.

Cased/Caseless Caddis: Nil

Mayfly Ephemeridae: A: 4

Blue-winged Olive: Nil

Flat bodied upvings (Heptageniidae): Nil
Olives Baetidae: C: 100+

Stoneflies: Nil

Shrimp Gammarus: C: ca. 200

Other:

8 Signal crayfish: 7 small ca. 2 cm, 1 ca. 6 cm (see pic)
3 hairworms

No fish

ii. 15" August2017at 17:30

Recorded by: Anne Dunb&tobes/Peter Brunning + Davieg Derek & Sally T, Ross N
Weather: Cloudy Bright, dry, ca. 20C. River low

Not very prolific, fly larvae very small.

3 sites: central stream (weed & silt); left bank (gravel & stone); rocky bottom, some silt
Imageshttps://flic.kr/slaHSM2FSQ6S

Caseless Caddis: A: 1

Mayfly Ephemeridae: Nil

Blue-winged Olive: B: 80+

Flat bodied upnvings (Heptageniidae): Nil
Olives Baetidae: C: 100+

Stoneflies: Nil

Shrimp Gammarus: Baac 20

Other:

4 SignalCrayfish ca. 34 cm

2 Stone Loach, ca. 8 cm

2 Minnows, ca. 3 cr very lively, jumped out of tray
2 Pea Mussel

17: Minnows, R Grantai 17 April (PJB) 18: Signal Crayfish, R Granta i 15 Aug (PJB)

10
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IV. RiverCare& BeachCareConferences

I Winter i C a m E @aference- The Maltings, Ely - 28" February 2017

Richard & Robin attendett hi s conf erence organised for th
p ar t n ehtts/eivwocameopartnership.orgfhere was a trade show and an interesting
and informative agenda covering topics such as:

Opening Remarks (CaBA Policy Context),

Farming and Land Use (WaterLife Project),

Haltats (River restoration on the River Lark),

Coordinated Delivery through SubatchmentsiqcludingLittle Ouse and Thet),
Invasive Nornative Species (Bourne Brook)

E

After a break for lunch, there were three workshops in parallel:
1. Gaining projecpermissions

2. Best practice project delivery

3. Demystifying funding

The conferencelosed with a review othe day andin overview of the IntCatch monitoring
project an EU initiative foiinnovative tools to deliver smart water monitoring solutions

Richardrepated:

ARobin and | attended the conference at EIly
and Andrew Walterswho are proposing to come to Abington to walk the river banthe

Rec and in Sluice Wood.asked abouthainsaw training, but Andrew stated the RiverCare
insurance totally excludes chainsaw use.

Among other points we learned about another invasive species, naimaiyig Pennywori
seeguidance It's been found in Cambridge but not upstream. We also took away the idea that
we should test our river water for nitrate and phosphate content, considering the liketfy run
from all the arableife |l ds round here. 0

ii.  SummerConferencei Rutland Water - 29" July 2017
Peter attendethis conference which included some team participation!

After introduct i onBechatuehaJapdnese forschitablathis gasgel k o0 n
us examplesf new was of working for example2-minute beach cleamroviding bags&

bins on beaches for people to pick up and dispose of waste. Various groups spoke of what
theydd achieved.

After a short break, we spiitito small teams to competevarious educationaanes

A The Great Throwline Challenge!

A That was close!

A l nvasive or Native? Letbs get quizzy!
A Sort it out! Recycling challenge!

They are keeffor usto remove noimative species, some very invasive, from our waterways.
See sectio1.1Vfor more information.

This was bllowed by a lighthearted talk o, e e 6s Ludi cr oWestherLsaw t er F
VANEL present their VR game Pipes Awdybne entersivirtual word and zapaway sewer
blockages to save our rivers and beaches!

After lunch, we went off to see the Ospreys after a brief update from the team there. We could
stay as long as we liked.

11
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What are freshwater toating Pervywort
IWVASVE NONNALIVE Species? Hydrocowle rarwnculodes

Animals and plants that have been
introduced by human actions to parts of
the world outside their natural range are
known as non-native species.

Most of these animals and plants do not
cause any problems in Great Britain.

However, a few species can cause serious
and permanent problems by harming

ecosystems. They can be bigger, faster ® Fleshy stems and roundish bluntly
growing or more aggressive than native toothed leaves held horizontal and
species, and may also have fewer natural generally dissected to the middle

predators to control their numbers. As a

X . ® Flowers without petals, greenish, held
result, native species are often unable to

_ N erect
compete and the non-native species are
able to take over. These species are called ® Precludes growth of other aquatic
invasive non-native species. Freshwater plants

invasive non-native species are non-native ° .

) Obstructs movements of animals and
plants and animals that have been boats preventing navigation and
introduced into GB freshwaters. recreational use of watercourses

21: Himalayan Balsami invasive (GBNNSS) 22: Please se®INSS..  http://www.nonnativespecies.org/

V. Other RiverCare Events

I RiverCare visits to Abington

Lottie and Andrew visited for a walk along the river on Monda${ 2éne, with Peter, Richard
and Robin. They brought some new equipment (notably waders, grappling hook) for us. They
spotted a littleHimalayan Balsarmear the cricket nets, which we swiftly removed!

ii.  World Rivers Day i 24" September

Abington Woods hostechanformal open day at the former scout campsite for people to
accessheir woodland site, including threver from the northsideopposite the Rec Ground.

Peter Brunning

12
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3. BIRDS

l. Member s6 Reports

Many people have provided reports during the year: wittfoern this report could not be
written. These all are recorded and highlights follow here. Because of the detailed report of
birds on Granta Park which appears elsewhere in this Record, | have only included Granta
Park sightings which have been providedme by village residents as opposed to people
working there and reporting to Andy Merryweather. Lack of easy access for residents later in
the year has had an impact on such reports.

January 2017

Regular reports of Grey Wagtalils, Little Egrets, Stock Dawes Treecreepers. In addition,
Barnacle Geese on Perse playing fields, Fieldfares and Redwings seen in various places.
Nuthatch on feeders in two gardefisck of Golden Plover seen for 3 days towards Abington
Park Farm. One report of a Siskin. RSPB Bigr@&n Birdwatch resulted in 12 reports
including one from School and 34 species.

February 2017

Huge (at least 300) flock of Fieldfares towards Abington Park Farm; another flock and one of
Redwings on Roman Road. Flock of Linnets on Bourn Bridge Road .fieldifinches,
Buzzards and Goldcrests all noted. Great Crested Grebes and Meadow Pipits reported on
Granta Park. Jays, Blackcap and Stock Ddveeported.

March 2017

Early in month two reports of a raptor almost certainly a male Merlin near trackdesalith

from LSA. Later a Corn Bunting in similar place, Chiffchaffs heard and then seen from 14.3
onwards. Skylarks, Fieldfares and Stock Doves in evidence. Little Owls seen back on Granta
Park on 25.3. On 27.3 very probalfiemale/immature Black Redstaseen near Great
Abington Church.

April 2017

Several sightings of Sparrowhawks and of Red Kites. First Swallow report on 7.4. Corn
Bunting, Chiffchaff, Willow Warbler and Garden Warbler all noted. House Martins seen
inspecting nests in centre of village 88.4. Mallard young and fledged Blackbird seen on
12.4. Buzzards and Little Egrets seen often.

May 2017

Further reports of Warblers including Whitethroat and Lesser Whitethroat. Swifts seen from
5.5. Many Swallows and House Martins over cricket meadow/di Few reports of Siskins.
Cuckoo heard behind Church Close on 17.5 and later in Bourn Bridge Road area. Nuthatch in
LA garden.

Bank Holiday weekend survey over the two civil parishes: 8 reports and 48 species.
June 2017

Grey Wagtails seen on river. 8t8 in evidence in numbers in LA Churchyard on 22.6.
Probable Little Owls behind Church Close. Bullfinches and Little Egrets reported.

July 2017

Early in month up to 3 Little Owls seen on Granta Park site. 8.7: 20/25 Swifts and a Red Kite
seen Gt Ab. Good numbers of Swallows on LSA but not Swifts or House Martins. Corn
Bunting near track towards Abington Park Famimgfisher seen on river and inearby
garden. 31.7: Green Woodpecker and young near GA Church
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August 2017

Swifts reported until 18.8. Several reports dfiagfisher from various reaches of the river.
Little Egrets in various places on the river and at a pond in a LA garden. HousesMagm

in numbers throughout the month. Swallows thought to be about to start third brood on LSA.
Nuthatch visiting two gardens. Mistle Thrushes on Perse fields.

September 2017

House Martins last reported on 22.9..Male Blackcap recorded on 2.9. Robinsibhggn
sing again. Jays, Grey Wagtails and Grey Herons all seen. Chiffchaff seen on 27.9. Flock of
20/30Long-tailedTits in GA garden. Red Kite on 30.9.

October 2017

Last Swallow report on 3.10. Redwings recorded from 11/12.10. Jay, Buzzard, Green and
Great Spotted Woodpecketgyng-tailed Tits, Goldfinches and Greentihes all noted.

November 2017

First report of Fieldfares on 7.11 between Chalky Road and Hildersham Wood; also Buzzards
and Lapwing. Tawny Owl heard and Little Owl seen flying on LSA. Sparrowhawk,
Kingfisher, Little Egret, Redwing and Song Thrush sightings.

December 2017

Nuthatch regudrly visiting feeder in LA garden. Red Kite on 7.12. Lesser Redpoll on feeder

in Gt Ab. Later up to 4 Lesser Redpolls wisoldfinch, Greenfinch and Chaffinch visiting

feeder. Jays seen frequently in gardens with Magpies. Fieldfares in numbers on Eerse fie

on 21.12Redwings in some numbers in field between Cambridge Road and Church Lane and
on 24.12 @Barn Owlseen in LA Churchyard while temporary lightingsbeing set up.

Flock of Long-tailed Tits over path from Church Lane to Millennium Bridge.

. RSPB GarderBirdwatchi seen in Abingtori January 2017

12 reportswverereceived including from Class | aGreat Abington Primargchool In total,
31speciesvere seen, with an addition&flying over, a total of34.

Blackbird Jay

Blue Tit Long-tailed Tit
Bullfinch Magpie
Carrion Crow Nuthatch
Chaffinch Pheasant
Coal Tit Pied Wagtail
Collared Dove Redwing
Dunnock Robin
Fieldfare Rook
Goldfinch Siskin

Great Spotted Woodpecker Song Thrush
Great Tit Starling
Green Woodpecker Stock Dove
Greenfinch Woodpigeon
House Sparrow Wren
Jackdaw

In addition, these wergeen flying over

Black-headed Gull Skylark
Buzzard

14
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A comparison of the 10 most commonngtyonr,eport e
Cambridgeshire and the whole of England i s i

Species Abingtons Cambridgeshire England
Blackbird = 1 1
Blue Tit = 4 4
Robin = 2 2
Woodpigeon = 3 3
Collared Dove = 5 o=
Great Tit = 8 6
Chaffinch = 10 11
Dunnock = 9 8
Long-tailed Tit 9 13 13
Jackdaw 10 15 16

[ll.  Abington Naturewatch Bird Survey End of May BankHoliday Weekend

Nine reports were receivednd the 48 species below were recorded within the bounds of the
two civil parishes Blackbird, Collared Dove, Robin and/OODPIGEONwere the most
frequently noted, being recorded on 8 reports.

Blackbird Great Sptted Woodpecker Pheasant
Blackcap GreatTit Pied Wagtail
Blue Tit Greenfinch Reed Bunting
Bullfinch Green Woodpecker RedleggedPartridge
Buzzard Grey Heron Robin

Canada Goose Herring Gull Rook
CarrionCrow HouseSparrow Skylark
Chaffinch House Martin SongThrush
Chiffchaff Jackdaw Starling
CoalTit Jay StockDove
CollaredDove Long-tailedTit Swallow
CornBunting Magpie) Swift

Dunnock Moorhen Whitethroat
Goldcrest Mallard Woodpigeon
Goldfinch Mute Swan Wren

Great Crested Grebe Nuthatch Yellowhammer
V. Outings

Please note that Reports ©fitingscan be foundn Sectior®.
DerekTurnidge

37

23: Swifts in formation i 8 July (AM)
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30: Green Woodpeckeri 21 Oct (AM)
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4. REPTILES & AMPHIBIAN S

l. Summary

This was a quiet year on the amphibian and reptile front, with the preseGoenaion Frogs
and Smooth Newts (both tadpoles and adults) being reported sporadically from four ponds in
the Abingtons but in no great numbers.

There was a noticeable fall inp@rts ofGrass SnakeandToads Our pond at 41 South Road

had Smooth Newts continuously from April to October, but the numbers seemed to be down
on previous years. Furthermore, only three reportSrats Snakewere received during the

year compared witkight last year and a peak of 17 reported in 2012 and 2013 (see graph).

It is important to note here, however, that the number of reporters has declined in recent years
(from 6 regularly reporting individuals to 3 or 4) so this may be a reporting iather than a

real decline. Nevertheless, it will be interesting to see if the tadpole population rebounds
given this apparent decline {Arass Snake@wvhich are a major predator of amphibians); in
years to come it may be possible to plot a cycle basetiecshanging abundance of both
Frogs(tadpoles and adults) afittass Snakes

Number of Grass Snake sightings
18

16
14
12
10

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

.

32: Grass Snake GP lake (CB) 33: Common Frog, Lewis Cresent (AM)
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. Records

I. AMPHIBIANS

Frogs
22 Febi adultfrogsappearing in ponds on th&A. Some seen squashed on Chalky Rd.

Early to midMarchi 5 frogsappeared in pond at 41 South Rd, but all had left by late March
without leaving any frogspawn.

April to May i tadpoles found in ponds along South Rd (40 and 41).

14 Mayi about 6 adult/youn§rogsseen in pond at 41 South Rd, diving about trying to avoid
aGrass Snake

June/Julyi frogs seen in small numbers in the pond at 41 South Rd, and surrounding long
grass.No sign that the tadpoles survived to become fraegl@ossibly predated byater
Boatmerwhich are very numerous this year.

1 Octobefi one adultrog, dark brown in colour, in beetroot patch in garden, 41 South Rd.
8 Octobeii one adulfrog in vegetation around pond, 41 South Rd.

Early Nov. T one very dek adultfrog seen leaping across lawn froraighbour tgoond at 41
South Rd.

Toads
July/Augusti occasional adulibadsdisturbed in garden borders, 41 South Rd.

Early Nov. T 3 or 4toads

found in damp areas in tunnel greenhouses at 40 South Rd, présloo&ing for places to
overwinter.

Newts
Apr./Mayi Smooth (Common) Newts return to ponds (repéitSouth Rd23 CambRd).

11 Mayi Smooth Newt reported in pond at 23 Cambridge Rd.
9 July-- Smooth Newt reported in pond at 23 Cambridge Rd.
June/Julyi smaller number of newts seen at midsummer compared with previous years.

Late July/Augi good numbers of very young newts in pond at 41 South Rd (every dip of the
net brought out 3 or 4 newts among the pondweed).

Early Octobeii a fewyoung newtfsoundin pond weed removed from pond at 41 South Rd.

ii. REPTILES

Grass Snakes
14 Mayi one,about40 cm longvery slender, in pond at 41 South Rd.

14 Augusti one, about 90 cm long, disturbed by landscapers on Granta Park (Vernalis
Building)

5 Oct i smallone(30 cm) behind sheat41 South Rd

Common Lizards
23 Octobeii one unconfirmed sightinigg West Fieldimore probably a newt).
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5. MAMMALS
Hedgehogs antfluntjachave again been reported fairly frequently this year, as Baige

The Record 2017

A group of us went out at dusk in September to Little Abington Churchyard with bat

detectors, but | think theatsd et ect e d

us fir

spent a very pleasant few hours watching the night fall.

st , because we

Reports of mammals in @nta Park have fallen dramatically since July because of the
restricted access given to Abington residents. No doubYithejac will make the most of
being undisturbed and | expect to hear of many more appearing in the village in the future.

Other mammal reported to me during the year have been the usual ntixrefs Roe and
Fallow Deer, Dead Badgers and Faoxasd the occasion&hrew OneOtterwas captured on
camera in February in LagdanGrove as wasROLECAT, or possibly d&erret

l. Summary reporof mammal sightings:

Species
Fox
Fox

Pygmy Shrew

Fox
Fox
Muntjac
Fox

PolecatFerret

Water Shrew

Otter
Hare

Muntjac
Mole

(Fallow Deer)

(Hedgehog
Fox
Hedgehog
Bat
Muntjac
Baby Vole
Vole
Muntjac
Muntjac

Muntjac, Bats

Badger
Muntjacs x 3
Hedgehog
Hares x 10
(Hedgehog
Hedgehog
Muntjac

Location
Crossing Cook $field

Date
05.01.2017

Field between LA church & G.Pl 06.01.2017

Garden, Cambridge Rd
Cooke gfield

A1307 between bus stops
Sluice wood

Field behind LA church
Lagderis grove

Garden, A

Lagderés grove
Millennium bridge
Recreation ground
Sluice Wood
Hildersham Wood
Garden, Cambridge Rd
Garden, Cambridge Rd
Garden, Cambridge Rd
Garden, Cambridge Rd
Old railway line
Garden

SluiceWood

Lagderis grove
Garden, High Street, LA
Garden, Cambridged
Side A1307

Garden, Cambridge Rd
South Road

Near Hildershanwood
GardenMeadow Walk
Perse playing field
Field behind garden

19

07.01.2017
08.01.2017
09.01.2017
08.02.2017
08.02.2017
13.02.2017

16.02.2017
17.02.2017
20.03.2017
22.03.2017
26.02.2017
26.03.2017
03.04.2017
11.04.2017
11.04.2017
11.04.2017
17.04.2017
18.04.2017
20.04.2017
Feb.Mar.Apr
01.05.2017
06.05.2017
06.05.2017
06.05.2017
13.05.2017
28.05.2017
31.05.2017
22.06.2017
10.07.2017

Comments

Moving logs disturbed it
Large, 3pm irafternoon
Dead at side of road

Female

Captured on camera.
Could be either

In pond in garden
Captured on camera.
Early evening
Evening

Printsin the mud
Droppings

Unidentified species

Discovered in compost bin
Dead at side of path
Frequent sightings.

9am in the morning
Pipistrelles & serotines
Dead by side of road
Adult and young

Unusual to see so many
Droppings on lawn
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Brown Hare Granta Park 25.06.2017

Bats Garden in High StLA June/July

Hare Roman Road 09.07.2017

Bat Road bridge 24.07.2017 Clinging to side of bridge

in daylight

ABINGTON RESIDENTS NO LONGER HAVE EASY ACCESS TO GRANTA PARK

Hedgehogs GardenMeadow Walk 13.08.2017 Onesickly on lawn,

one dead in drain
Hedgehogs, @ Garden, Cambridge Rd 11.04.2017
bats
Hedgehog Garden, LA 16.08.2017 Dead in pond
Hedgehog Garden, Cambridge Rd 27.08.2017 On lawn in middle of day
Mole activity = Garden, Cambridge Rd 04.09.2017 Onlawn
Bank vole Garden, Cambridge Rd 04.09.2017
Hare Granta Park 14.10.2017 On cricket field
(Hedgehog Garden, Cambridge Rd 25.10.2017 Droppings
Bats Garden, Cambridge Rd 25.10.2017 Possibly pipistrelles
Badger Verge by International school  29.10.2017 Dead
Fallow deer Near Chalky Road 07.11.20¥ 13 seen
Hare Near ChalkyRoad 07.11.2017
Hare BB Rd by International School 05.122017 Morning
Fox Pony paddock, LSA 10.12.2017 Morning
Hedgehog Garden, High St LA 19.12.2017 Evening, curled up
Muntjac Garden Cambridge Rd 19.12.2017 Walking through garden

‘ é e, ‘-'(‘

37: Fallow Deertracks, Hildersham Woodi 26 Mar (DF)

VRN

36: Hare, Granta Park i 10 Sept (AM)
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6. INSECTS

This report covers mainly butterflies, bees, dragonflies and damselflies, and also moths and
ladybirds. These are the groups that members recognize and can usually identify. Other
invertebrates, which are harddyer reported or identified, are also mentioned at the end.

This was a better year for butterflies, though, due to variable weather, some months were
better than othersa mild spring and early summer followed by a wet July and August.

This year | receiva a total of almost 1400 individual species reports, almost double the
number received in each of the last three years.

There are four regular reporters (includes couples) and about eight occasional reporters.

l. Butterflies
Again, this year we saw 21 of tl8d county resident species.

Brimstone butterflies topped the ranking once again being seen all through the summer from
February until October. They say that Brimstones can be seen every month of the year!

LargeWhiteswere next, and thirdly the Red Admirahich has had a remarkable year being
seen from February to November. One rarity was a single White Admiral seen by Andy
Merryweather.

There were increasing numbers of Commas and Speckled Woods, reflecting the national
trend.

Small Tortoiseshellnumbers vere up a bit on last year. Orangips were fairly abundant
from March to May.

Meadow Browns were up a bit in numbers, but Ringlets and Gatekeepers were down in
number again. This maye due to the lack of access to four previously recorded sitesh
have all been good habitats for butterflies in previous years. These are:

T Cookeds Meadow down t,Hdueto@drsds b€lirg&epttherRo ad i n
1 latterly no access to Granta Park

1 limited access to the meadow between Church Lane and Cambridge Road

1 the overgrown state of the path along the old railway line in Great Abington.

First butterfly seen outside:Peacock on 8 January 2017
Last butterfly seen: Red Admiral in October 2017

>
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2017 Butterflies ranked by number of sightings (top 12)
Last year

Brimstone
LargeWhite
Red Admiral
SmallWhite
Comma
SmallTortoiseshell
MeadowBrown
OrangeTip
Peacock

0 Holly Blue

1 Ringlet

2 Gatekeeper

0

00Ul ERPRONNOOWE

PP P O0W~NO O WNE

Sightings (species to dateare shown in the table as:

\% only one reportedighting in month
VvV more than one reported sighting in month

The tableoppositeshows those butterflies seen in Abington in 2017 by month (20 species)

41: Brimstone i 12 Aug (AM)

42: Ringleti 21 June (EJ) 43: Small Tortoiseshelli 22 June (AH)
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Butterfly name Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Notes from Butterflies of
Cambridgeshire
Reported in Abington 2017 21 species in 2017
Large white \Y VVV |VVV |VVV |[VVV |VVV |VV Widespread & common
Small white VVV |VVV |VVV |VVV |VVV |VVV |VVV |V Widespread & common
Green veined white VvV VvV VvV VVV | VV V Widespread & common
Brimstone \Y VVV |VVV [(VVV |[VVV |VVV |VVV |VVV Widespread & common
Orange tip VvV VVV |VVV Widespread & common
Small copper VvV VvV vV vV Widely distributed i not
abundant
Common blue VVV |V V VvV Widespread & fairly common
Holly blue VVV |VVV \ \ Widespread & common
Red Admiral V VvV VVV |VVV |VVV |VVV |[VVV | Widespread & common
Painted lady VvV VvV Common migrant
Small tortoiseshell VVV |VVV |VV VVV |VVV |[VV Widespread & common
Peacock \ \ VVV |VVV [VVV [VV VvV \Y Widespread & common
Comma VVV |VVV VVV |VVV |VVV [VVV |V Widespread & common
Speckled wood VVV |VVV |VV VVV | VV V Widespread & fairly common
Gatekeeper VVV |VVV Widespread & common
Meadow brown VVV |VVV |VVV Widespread & common
Ringlet VVV | VVV Widespread & common
Marbled white \ Uncommon
White admiral \ Uncommon
Small heath \Y \Y Widespread but localised
Small skipper Vv Widespread & common
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48: Gatekeeper Lewis Cresc.i 6 July (AM)

50: Small Copper, Camb.Rd 1 13 July (DLT) 51: Small Skipper, Camb. Rdi 9 July (DLT)
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Il Bees

Bumblebeeswere reported from February onwards but in much smaller numbers than in
previous years; this reflects the national situation. Bumblebees can be very active on the
warm spring days, but the erratic weather patterns meant that they did not always have the
right food plants in flower. Unusually twelvRedtailed Bumblebeesvere seen on 7
December. Fewer reports idbney Beeghis year.

lll.  Dragonflies and Damselflies

Reports ofDragonflieswere mainly Southeridawkers Ruddy Dartersand Broadbodied
Chasersbut anly one report of an Emperor. We learnt more about these at our talk on 24
November which should also help us with identification.

Fewer reports oDamselfliesthis year but somé&zure, Common Blue and Large Reare
seenSeveral reports danded Demoiskesin June and July at their usual haunt on the river
by the Millennium footbridge.

52: Four-spotted ChaserDragonfly i 3 June (AM). 53: Common Blue Damselfly, GPi June(Al\/I)

IV. Ladybirds

Only 5 reports of our native 7 spbadybirds
Very few reports oHarlequins

V. Other

Several reports dBeeflies in March and April
T more people are recognising them now.

Hummingbird Hawkmoths reported in larger
numbers from May to Octobe

54: Dark-edged Bedly, Lewis Cresc.i 2 April (AM)

VI. Outings
We organised two outings to see butterflies and damselflies.
June 241 Wicken Fen

Unfortunately, tle outing to Wicken Fen to see dragonflies and damselflies was cancelled
since ® few people were able to go.

July 297 Fleam Dyke

This was on a Saturday morning primarily to see the ChalRhik butterflies; apart from a
strong wind, we were lucky with the weather. We shall try to repeat this outing every summer
as it is not farrom home and is always very rewarding.

Full details of outings are in Secti@n Jennifer Hirsh
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S

60: Elephant Hawk Moth, Wi

61: Hummingbird Hawk moth, South Rd i 4 Aug (ADN) 62: Bumble Bee Lewis Cresc.i 3 Sept (AM)
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7. FLORA

The year got off to a good start: many members and their families were able to visit excellent
displays of spring flowers in the woods in Granta Park. The flowers were particularly good in
the wood towards the old A1No arrangements had been made to visit as a group, but
several people mentioned how nice it had been to walk through the wood.

It had been intended to take a group to the East Pit at Cherry Hinton as this has been a good
place to see a variety of chalk Iog plants. The flora would have been different from our
recent visits in early summer to the beech wood. In early July there appeared to be no flowers
at all, but after searching for some time it was possible to identify some tiny specimens almost
compleely hidden in the grass, due to the hot dry weather in early June, so the proposed visit
was cancelled.

| walked the Roman Rd several times and the flora in the Abington section of the road seemed
good. Unfortunately, | did not keep a record.

On 29th of Jly a visit was arranged to visit the Fleam Dyke to see both butterflies and flora.
Harebells and picnic thistles were in good supply, we recorded 20 other plants without
leaving the main path. More would have been added if we had ventured down the grassy
dlopes.

After a poor year for Bourn Bridge Rd. protected verges last yearpibebetter this year.
hope many who walked that way enjoyed th&imese were noted on AugustR8017.

Common Mallow Ladies Bedstraw Hoary Plantain
Common Knapweed Mugwort Yarrow, Ank and White
BladderCampion Chicory Teasel.

White Campion Cow parsley Common Poppy
Hedge Bedstraw Dock in seed Dandelion

Greater Knapweed (Curled& Broadleaved) Wild Basil

Field Scabious White Dead Nettle Buttercup.

Common Toadflax Oxford Ragwort

Common Ragwort Hedge Bindweed

In late August | found some things in flower for a second time and others inhepadully
set up for next year.

Creeping Bellflower oCampanulaRapunculoideslowered in my garden this yeartHought

it was a perennial weed that has been subjected to efforts to eradicate it for 20 years. This year
it invaded the asparagus bed. Since it does not flower until lateitJfugme on unnoticed

until it was in full bloom. Another member of my botany group identified it. | was then
disappointed to discover it is described as a garden escape in many books, but is also said to
like acid soils. Our very chalky patch seems an unlikely spot.

b4
&
i B
5
=
3

63: Snowdrops GP1 3 Feb (AM)
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8. GRANTA PARK i WILDLIFE SUMM ARY 2017

l. Introduction

2017 has seen even more changes on Granta Park, perhaps most significantly with the
completion of a new office building and associated car park. The living wall on the car park

has been a great success and has flourished beautifully. Last year dueotstheiton work

on these two buildings Lagdendés Grove wood
completion of works on the north side of the Park this path has now reopened and efforts have
continued to be made to encourage wildlife to the area. Téosadllowed us to resurrect our

annual bat safari much to the delight of staff.

65: Living Wall i 24 May (GP) 66: Bat Boxesi 24 May (GP)

Over the past year six bat boxes have been
installed in Lagdends Grove, yell ow rattl e

sown on the meadow to encourage species
diversity and two new bug hotels have be
started. Previous lake improvement works
improve vegetation have most definiteiad
an impact on local wildlife; this year we ha
had at least three otter sightings on the P
and stoat were also spotted for the first time.

K

We continue to encourage staff based
Granta P& to report what they are seeing
their lunchtime walks. Anything of
significant nature is then reported back to
Abington Naturewatch.

67: Wild Rattle i 19 May (GP)

II.  Butterflies (contributed by Mike Gittos, TWI)

In 2017 1 had to abandon the arnkddutfasekdray Tr ar
years. This is due to a combination of the erection of barriers, building work and changes to
the wild area cutting, which have upset the original route.
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[ll. Birds (contributed by Andy Merryweather, Medimmune)

A total of 66 bird speciesvere recorded on Granta Pahlring2017 1 including three species
not reported in recent years: Lesser Redpoll, Nuthatch and Marsh Harrier. seyytimanks
to all thosewho contributed their sightings atotal ofaround 14Xeports The hghlightsfor
each monthare summarised below, followed by a tabulated recorallothe sightings
reported forall species.

January: Flocks of Fieldfare (up to 15), Redwing ¢20) and Meadow Pipit (130) were

often seen feeding on the cricket green, along with a few Starling and up to 70 Pied Wagtail.
Over 100 Mallard and up to eight Moorhen were commonly seen around the lake, along with
two Canada Geese off,5and a Mute Swan on 31Grey Heron were seen reguiably the

river, and a Little Egret was spotted twice {1&2nd 24"). In Sluice Woods, Great Spotted
Woodpecker were heard drumming (from™@wards), and the mixed flocks of up to 30
Long-tailed Tit, Great Tit and Blue Tit occasionally included a fewalChit and Goldcrest.
Chaffinch and Goldfinch were commonly reported, with single sightings of a Bullfinéh (19
and two Greenfinch (2). One or two Buzzard were often seen soaring overhead, with a

68: Mallard , GP (AM)

Kestrel and a Sparrowhawk belng seen on occasion. Smaibers of Linnet, Jay and
Treecreepewere also occasionally reported, as well as eightIBgged Partridge.

February: A single Great Crested Grebe returned to the lake Bnfaflowed by a second on

22" joining the regular Mallard (60) and Moorheh. single female Reed Bunting was

spotted alongside the lake, as was a Little Egret on two occasitnsd. A flock of 13
BarnacleGeese visited the cricket pitch onLl&nd 17", briefly joining the more regular
Black-headed Gull (30), Meadow Pipit (up to 40) and Pied Wagtail. Flocks of 100 Fieldfare

and 150 Redwing were reported feeding in the fields alongside the river Kamgffiaherwas

sea at the sluice (9). Mixed flocks of Tits and Finches continued to be seen, including an
occasi onal Coal Ti t, Gol dcrest or Treecreepe
(16" and a female Bullfinch was spotted feeding on leaf buds. A single Yellowhammer was
heard flying ove(16"), and a Red Kite was also seen overhead)(21

March: Barnacle Geese {23) and a Mute
Swan were seen regularly on the la
throughout month, joining small numbers
Mallard and Moorhen, andccasionally two
Canada Geese. The Great Crested Grebe
was seen regularly,

s haki n g 6-builelingdon #'.eFotks of [N
Meadow Pipit (c.30) and Pied Wagtatlh ¥

contlnued to be commonly seen on the crlc ‘

6head

were mostly spotted in pairs now. Chiffcha ]’:‘
were regularly heard singing afterl%s were R
Blackcap towards the end of the month.

o 3! 9: edig, GPAI\/I) ]
Little Egret was reported on two occasions, and the Grey Heron pair was sebuildes]
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by the iver. A Little Owl was first seen on ¥5and shortly afterwards the pair was seen
mating near their nest site. Green Woodpecker were quite often seen, and up to six Linnet
were spotted on rough ground. A Kestrel was reported being mobbed by Pied \Vagthils

one or two Buzzard were often reported. Redwing and Fieldfare were still occasionally seen,
with the last reports being on'2and 3%, respectlvely

April:  Two CanadaGeese and three Mute
Swan were seen on the lake, followed by ei
Greylag Geese (29, joining the very few
remaining Mallard. A Grey Heron was seé
fishing in the lake shallows {3, and the first
Swallow (20" and House Martin (2 of the
season wre spotted over the lake. A sing
Great Crested Grebe was seen on sev
occasions, with its mate presumably being
their nest in the reeds. Two singing male Re
Bunting, plus a female, were reported in tl
reedbed (#). Singing Blackcap and Chiffelff
were also regularly reported, as well as Song
Thrush. Three fledged juvenile Robin were seen df aﬁd a Blackblrd was seen collecting

food early in the month, presumably to feed to young. A single Little Owl was spotted
occasionally near the rubbfeap where the pair was believed to be nesting. A Grey Wagtail
was seen near the sluice, and occasional sightings of Meadow Pipit, Goldcrest, Jay, Coal Tit
and Treecreeper were also reported. Up to seven Buzzard were seen and heard soaring
overhead.

70: Greylag GeeseGP (AM) |

May: On the lake, a single Great Crested Grebe was seen regularly, with both adults being
seen off the nest on P2 but no young were visible. Tw@anada Geese and two Mute Swan
were also occasionally seen on the lake. In the reedbed, a Reed Warbler wasafilst
singing on 18, and a single Reed Bunting was spotted on two occasions. Two young Grey
Heron were seen in their nest by the river, and unusually for the season, a Little Egret was
reported near the sluice on"L3Blackcap and Chiffchaff were reped regularly. The first

Swift were heard screaming over the lake ofi, Hhd a single Swallow was reported o0fi%22

No House Martin were seen this month, and it was noted that many of the nest sites, used
previously on buildings around the park, had beetted off this year. Occasional reports of
Stock Dove, Skylark, Jay and Linnet were also noted.

June: Up to five CanadaGeeseand three Mute S\
Swan remaned on the lake throughout thighs
month, alongside increasing numbers of Mallag
(up to 70). Sadly, the remains of an adult Grg
Crested Grebe was found near the lake 3n |
potentially predated by an otter, with only
single bird being reported on the lake after théie
Two juvenile GreyHeron remained visible or@ass
the nest, with an injured adult bird also beif@E#ies
reported on Z. A Little Egret was seen by thé
lake on 2%. The first Spotted Flycatche
returned on ¥, with a pair then seen regularl
until 16", near a previously used negdtes It seems the pair did not stay to nest this year
though, allowing none of the birds ringed last year to be recovered. A few singing Blackcap
and Chiffchaff were reported, with a Reed Warbler heard singing 8n B8elve House
Martin were seen over icket pitch (28", with Swift seen over the lake on several occasions.

A Grey Wagtail adult and juvenile were seen feeding near the slii§eaGreat Tit with

two fledged young (18, and an adult and juvenile Green Woodpecker were sedh. (26

\ 71:Young Grey Heron on nestGP I
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Buzzad and Kestrel were occasionally seen, as were Greenfinch, Jay and Linnet. Unusually
for Granta Park, seven Lapwing were reported flying overhead'an 15

July: A single Great Crested Grels reported until 19 with a
Canada Goose and a Mute Swan occasionally seen on the
alongside the few regular Moorhen and Mallard. Chiffch
continued to be heard, as were Blackcap until the last repo
15", with Reed Warbler last reported d8". A few House Martin
and a single Swallow were also seen occasionally, and Swift
last reported on 19 ThreelLittle Owl were spotted together off' 4
and @, with one bird seen being fed away from the nest il i
indicating that the pair succestjubred this year. Many thanks g@@ = .
to the various building contractors, and to Tracy Thomas at Gr./Z 1!/ O nearnest, GP (AV)
Park, for ensuring that the site remained undisturbed until August. A pair of Wren was also
spotted with a fledged youngster. One or two Green Woodpeekerregularly seen feeding

on rough grassland. Red Kiteas seen overhead off,6and single reports of Jay, Kestrel,
Linnet and Mistle Thrush were also noted.

August: A quiet month, both for the birds and reports. A few Moorhen, and up to 60 Mallard
now mostly in eclipse plumage, were seen on the lake, but the single Great Crested Grebe was
reported only once on™8 Up to 80 House Martin were seen gathered over the trees near
Abington Hall on 2%, with small numbers of Swallow seen occasionally, thier&gzort being

on 229 A Kingfisher was spotted near the sluice on"14nd a single Grey Heron was
reported near the river, with the young now reported to have left the nest. Eleven Barnacle
Geese were seen on the cricket pitch frorfi. IBuzzard wereseen occasionally, as were
single Green Woodpecker, Great Spotted Woodpecker, Collared Dove and Treecreeper.

September Excitingly, a Nuthatch was spotted near Abington Hall#®
on 11" the first report her for many years. Small numbers
Treecreeper, Goldcrest and Coal Tit were also seen in the sam
Three Grey Heron, including at least one juvenile, were seen b
river on 4". Small flocks of Goldfinch (c.20) also with young, we
seen on the Mdthmune feeders, and a flock of ¢.50 juvenile Starling
was also reported. A few Chiffchaff were heard singing, and smal
numbers of House Martin were occasionally seen, with last reports
for both being on 1L Up to 40 Mallard, still largely in eclipse, vee
seen by the lake. A Buzzard and Sparrowhawk were both reforte 73 Nuthaich, GP (AM)

11" as well as seven Réegged Partridge on rough ground. Stock Dove were seen, and
Herring Gull were reported passing overhead.

October: The Nuthatch continued to be seen, and two Lesser Redpoll, another rarity on
Granta Park, were heard and seen flying overhead '8n(8the lake, up to 70 Mallard were
joined on several occasions by up to four Mute Swan, including one juvenile, anglea si
Great Crested Grebe. A small number of Reed Bunting were observed roosting in the
reedbeds. A flock of Barnacle Geese (13) were seen regularly on the cricket pitch from 23
as well as smaller numbers of Blaekaded Gull on 2% Meadow Pipit (up tad39) also
returned to the cricket pitch for a few days froni2@ining the groups of Pied Wagtail. A
small number of Redwing were first seen off' hiear Abington Hall, and a single Fieldfare
was first spotted overhead on'2%ix Stock Dove, as welsaGoldfinch and Chaffinch, were
seen around the bird feeders, and a Kestrel was seen hovering around the buildings. A
Buzzard was occasionally seen overhead, and a Little Egret was spotted near the'f)ver (23
Several Green Woodpecker, and small numldr&reenfinch, Dunnock, Goldcrest and
Mistle Thrush were noted.
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2017 Total : 66 Species Jan Feb | Mar | Apr May | Jun Jul Aug Sep | Oct Nov | Dec | Total
BarnacleGoose 2 5 3 4 4 18
Blackbird 6 | 14 | 4 4 3 4 3 2 4 4 4 67
Blackcap 1 3 5 2 3 6 20
Black-headed Gull 5 4 1 3 13
Blue Tit 14 7 [14] 3 4 2 1 3 4 4 4 2 62
Bullfinch 1 1 1 3
Buzzard 10 4 5 6 2 8 1 3 1 3 38
Canada Goose 1 2 2 8 4 4 16
Carrion Crow 11 6 11 2 3 4 4 1 2 4 2 4 54
Chaffinch 10 | 5 [12] 2 4 2 1 1 3 1 41
Chiffchaff 11 5 4 1 3 2 26
Coal Tit 4 2 4 1 1 12
Collared Dove 2 1 3
Dunnock 4 6 10 1 1 1 1 24
Fieldfare 12 4 3 1 4 26
Goldcrest 3 1 1 2 2 2 11
Goldfinch 10 7 3 3 3 3 2 4 5 3 3 58
Great Crested Grebe 4 4 4 4 6 1 & 39
Great Sptted Woodpecker 9 1 1 3 1 2 3 22
Great Tit 13 7 3 4 2 2 2 4 6 3 4 63
Green Woodpecker 3 4 8 3 1 2 5 3 1 4 1 2 37
Greenfinch 1 1 2 1 1 1 2 9
Grey Heron 11 3 8 D) 3 3 1 1 2 1 4 42
Grey Wagtail 1 1 2 4
Greylag Goose 2 2
Herring Gull 2 2
House Martin 1 1 4 4 2 12
Jackdaw 11 5 |12 | 2 3 2 4 1 1 5 4 4 54
Jay 2 1 1 2 1 1 1 9
Kestrel 2 1 5 1 1 2 1 2 15
Kingfisher 1 1 1 3
Lapwing 1 1
Lesser Redpoll 1 1
Linnet 2 1 4 1 1 1 1 11
Little Egret 2 2 2 1 1 2 10
Little Owl 3 2 5 10
Long-tailed Tit 6 6 5 1 2 1 1 3 4 1 3 33
Magpie 11 5 9 2 3 2 2 1 2 5 2 4 48
Mallard 7 _|[T35 4 4 4 6 3 3 6 4 4 74
Marsh Harrier 1 1
Meadow Pipit 4 10 1 3 32
Mistle Thrush 5 1 5 3 1 1 1 17
Moorhen 11 7 11 4 1 1 3 2 3 3 4 4 54
Mute Swan 1 7 4 3 4 1 4 1 25
Nuthatch 1 4 2 7
Pheasant 1 1 6 1 9
Pied Wagtail 22 6 [ 12| 3 2 3 3 2 3 5 3 2 58
Red Kite 1 1 2
Redlegged Partridge 1 1 1 1 1 5
Redwing R 4 4 2 4 32
Reed Bunting 1 1 2 2 1 1 8
Reed Warbler 4 1 3 8
Robin 3] 7 1] s 4 2 3 3 3 5 3 4 66
Rook 4 3 11 1 3 2 1 1 2 4 32
Skylark 1 1
Song Thrush 2 2 8 4 2 2 3 2 1 1 22
Sparrowhawk 3 1 1 1 6
Spotted Flycatcher 8 3
Starling 8 5 8 4 2 1 1 1 4 2 1 3 40
Stock Dove 4 2 3 1 1 1 1 1 14
Swallow 1 1 2 2 6
Swift 1 3 4 8
Treecreeper 2 2 1 1 1 1 8
Woodpigeon 11 6 8 4 4 3 ) 3 3 3 3 3 56
Wren 5 8 | 14 | 4 3 3 6 1 2 4 3 2 55
Yellowhammer 1 1
Total Reports: 141 22 13 22 18 10 10 9 7 5 9 4 12 1569
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November. The Nuthatch was seen twice, with small numbers of Redwing seen feeding on
berriesat the same location. The Barnacle Geese continued to be seen on the cricket pitch,
and up to 50 Mallard were joined on the lake by a juvenile Mute SWAnA6&ingfisherwas
reported near the sluice 6 Five Redlegged Partridge were seen, as were occasional
Buzzard, Kestrel and Stock Dove.

December: A female Marsh Harrier waspotted flying over the parking groves on"1h

rarity for Granta Park. A small unmuration of ¢.400 Starting was seen coming into roost in

the reedbeds on'™s with a Sparrowhawk spotted trying, but failing to catch dReed
Bunting were also seen roosting in reeds, with up to 100 Mallard and 4 Moorhen on the lake.
A Grey Wagtail waseen twice near the sluice, and one or two Grey Heron were seen several
timesnear the river, both in the fields and roosting in an old oak tree. In Sluice Woods, small
mixed flocks of Tit and Finch species started to be seen, with Goldcrest and Dunnock
occasionally being spotted amongst them. Four Wren were also seen in the woods, as well as
a Jay. A few Fieldfare were seen on several occasions in the fields near the river, as well as
several Redwing in the trees nearby. A female Kestrel was seen hfrotimghe buildings,

and up to 23 Blackeaded Gull were seen on the cricket pitch.

The tableoppositeindicates thenumber of occasionsach bird species was reported, by
month the darkness of the blue shading repreisgnthe relative number of reported
sightings. The pale red shading in the first column indicates those species seef, ibu201
not reportedin recent years.Contributors: Lee Barber (BTO), Chrissy Bidwell, Peter
Brunning, Laura DaltonDavid Farrant, Medimmune, Andy Merryweathdnanna Rng,
Gareth Reeslracy Thomas, Derek Turnidge.

IV. General Wildlife (contributed by Darren Bast, Medimmune)

The central cricket pitch and adjoining wild flower meadow still hold plenty of habitat and are
abundant with flora and fauna. | have placed five nefwgia tiles around the lake meadow in
the hope of attracting some herpetofauna.

Over the course of the year | recorded seventeen species of dragonfly andfitweenty
different species of butterfly, including Dark Green Fritillary and White Letter heslsst

Camera traps in the wooded area produced lots of mammal activity including fox, muntjac,
polecat and otters on the river Granta. A recording of an otter can be viewed by visiting the
following link https://youtu.be/GLG8hm2js

| have also begun to contribute a monthly wildlife section to the Granta Park newsletter. In
this | report what | have seen over the previous month. For examecember | reported

that starling murmuration numbers swelledo over 500. This is a great platform for
highlighting what wildlife other staff at the Park may be able get out and see. The addition of
this section to the newsletter has proved to be very popular.

V. Wildlife related events held on Granta Park during 2017

26 April

At the end of April, lain Webb from The Wildlife Trust met a group of Granta Park staff and
a few members of Abington Naturewatch for a Dawn Chorus Walk followed by breakfast at

the Discovery Café.During the walk lain helped us identify the b&#ul calls we heard
walking through the woods and alongside the River Granta.

24 May

During Junelain returned to the Park to lead our Annual Bat Safari. Dauberitatzgvere
spotted over the lake.
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76: Wildlife Talk T Riverside mammalsi 28 June (GP)

27 June
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75: Dawn Chorusi 26 April (GP)

lain joined us again to share his excellent talk on riverside mammals. This wasteraled,
and we got some great feedback.

7 November

Peter Walker, from The Wildlife Trust, returned to Granta Park to lead our annual fungi foray.

Species seen were:

Scientific Name
Auricularia mesenterica
Auricularia auricula-judae
Conocybe sub ovalis
Coprinus sp

Crepidotus sp

Galerina laevis
Haplopilus nidulans
Hebeloma crustuliniforme
Hygrophorus conica
Hypholoma fasciculare
Hyphodontia sambuci
Marasmius rotula
Mycena galericulata
Mycena olida

Mycena pura var rosea
Micena vitalis

Pluteus cervinus
Rhytismaacerinum
Tricholoma sculpuratum

English Name
Tripe Fungus
Wood Jellyear

Ink Cap
Oysterling

Cinnamon Bracket
Poison Pie
Blackening Waxcap
Sulphur Tuft

Elder Whitewash
Collared Parachute
Common Bonnet
Rancid Bonnet
Rosy Bonnet
Snapping Bonnet
Deer Shield

Tar Spot

Yellowing knight
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Comments

On dead logs

On dead EIm

In grass

Too old to identify

Too small, old & dry to identify
In mosses

Old specimen®n branch
Trooping under Oak

In grass

Immature specimen on wood
On twigs

On twigs

On dead wood

In mosses on logs

In litter

In litter

On wood

On Sycamore leaves

In grass under trees

List compiled by Peter Walke
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9. VISITS OUT OF THE AB INGTONS
l. Bird Outings
i.  WWT Welney - Sunday 4" March 2017

Eight Abington Naturewatch members attended the trip to WWT Wearganised by Derek
Turnidgeon the morning of 4tMarch 2017. The weather was kind, being dry with a little
sunshine, and thirtgine bird species were seeAmong the highlights were ar€at White
Egret, a large flock of Golden Plover seen on Lady Fen, as well &8htbeper Swan and
aflock of Blacktailed Godwit seen from the main observatdilye complete list was:

Avocet Great White Egret Pintail
Black-headed Gull Grey Heron Pochard
Black-tailed Godwit Greylag Goose Reed Bunting
Blue Tit Herring Gull Shelduck
Carrion Crow Jackdaw Shoveler
Chafinch Lapwing Snipe

Coot Little Egret Starling
Cormorant Magpie Teal

Egyptian Goose Mallard Tree Sparrow
Gadwall Moorhen Tufted Duck
Golden Plover Mute Swan Whooper Swan
Goldfinch Oystercatcher Wigeon
Great Tit Pied Wagtail Woodpigeon

i =

79 Male Wigeon‘(DF)
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i. RSPB Lakenheath Feri Saturday, 39 June 2017

83: Four-spottedChaseri 3 June (BMB)
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84: Drinker Moth caterpillar T 3 June (AM)

A good group (17 people) met at 10:00; we had an introductory talk by an RSPB Volunteer
when we arrivedThe weather was gootVe walked along a welhaintained path, stopping

to eat our packed lunches at the west end of the public area. We then reiuheedar park,

most of us following the river back, about 3.5 miles walk in all.

There is a good walk through a varied wetland habitat, mostly reeds and grazing marshes,
with some poplars, the remains of a Bryant and May matchwood plantation. The railway

forms the south boundary and the river the north.

We saw a good number of birds, insects and flowers, including 43 species of birds:

Bittern
Black-headed Gull
Blackbird

Buzzard

Carrion Crow
Cetti's Warbler
Chaffinch
Chiffchaff
Common Tern
Coot

Cormorant
Cuckoo

Gadwall

Goldfinch

Great Crested Grebe

Great Tit
Greenfinch
Grey Heron
Greylag Goose
Hobby

Jay

Kestrel
Lapwing

Little Egret
Long-tailed Tit
Magpie
Mallard

Marsh Harrier
Moorhen
Mute Swan
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Oystercatcher
Pheasant
Redshank
Reed Bunting
Reed Warbler
Robin

Rook

Sedge Warbler
Stonechat
Tufted Duck
Whitethroat
Woodpigeon
Wren
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II. Insects & FloraOutings

i.  Fleam Dykei Saturday July 29" 2017

This was primarily to see the Chalkhill Blue butterflies; it is a wonderful site for them and,
apart from a strong wind, we were lucky with the weather. Nine members came, and we saw
many Chalkhill Blues as well as other butterflies including a Paibéel. On a still warm

sunny morning, we would have seen more.

The butterflies we saw were: Small White, Large White, Brimstone, Red Admiral, Peacock,
Painted Lady, Small Tortoiseshell, Meadow Brown, Ringlet, Gatekeeper, Chalkhill Blue.

Jennifer Hirsh

List of Flora:
Harebells Birdsfoot Trefoil SmoothCatsear
Knapweed Lesser Hawkbit LesserTrefoll
(both Common and Great wild Parsnip Mignonette
Teasel Field Scabious PicnicThistle
Common Roclkose Carline Thistle Hedge Bedstraw
Ladies Bedstraw Dark Mullein Toadflax
Yarrow St Johnoés Wor tBushVetch
SquinancyWort (probablySlender)
Quaking Grass Goafts-beardseed heads

Sally M Turnidge
10. FUNGI

Thereweremany reports of furighis year andjuitea few photographis sdectionbelow:

85: Hypholoma fungi on rotting stump, GPT 7 Jan (AM) 86: Common Earthball fungus, GP1 March (AM)

87: Fungi on dead wood Church Lanei 25 May (PJB) 88: Fungi, Sluice Woodi 15 July (DLT)
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