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1: Wasp Spider, Granta PairkAug (DB)
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NOTABLE EVENTS OF 2019
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March - Replacement trees planted on Recreation Ground

3: LiquidambarStyracifluai 27 Oct(PJB)

RiverCare&BeachCare

Follow ) v

#RiverFly surveying on the #Granta with
Abington Naturewatch RiverCare group... No
better way to spend a warm August evening!
- ® #citizenscience

@AnglianWater @KeepBritainTidy @Riverflies
@Buzz_dont_tweet @wildlifebcn @cambsacre

R el R

1115 am - 15 Aug 2019
we DSOO

Many thanksto all those, especially new membeveho submittedobservation records anghotographsfor

5: AUGUST Lynsey joins us for River Sampling

6: APRIL i Esme with Chris Packha(&L )

use in theBlog and thisRecord. Plese keept up, with as manyphotographsas possible.
To keep in touch during the year, please visit the Bldtp://abington -naturewatch.blogspot.com/

Notes
i

In this document, GA stands for Gregiington, GP for Granta Par&nd LA for Little Abington

LSA means former Land SettlemeXdsociation area (North, South, Chalky and Cutting Rpads

All photographs were taken 2019, unless noted?hotographers are:
Andy Merryweather (AM),Anne DunbarNobes (ADN),Barry Brooks (BMB),Carol McCrae
(CMcC), Darren Bast (DR David Farrant (DF)David Pimblett (DP)Derek Turnidge (DLT)
Eame Langiord (EL), Jennifer Hirsh (JAH)JohnTurner(JT), Len Mead (LAM), Peter Brunning

(PJB) Bill Rusted (WR)

Visits out of the Abingtons are recorded separately in Sediion

iv. For contact details for all sectors, please refer to the back page.
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7: View from the Old Railway Nov (AM)

1. FOREWORD

. Weat her

2019 started with a drymild period over January / February bringing an early spring but
below average rainfall. The summer started with the early part of June very vibeihw
prolonged dry spell with high temperatures over late June, July, August and early September.
The ran then returned in late September and into October, November and December. Are we
seeing the effects of climate change in our area?

This weather pagtn in 2019 had the biggest impact on Riwer Granta with very low levels

of water over the spring andimmer and these did not start to recover until-Bédtember

making our water sampling difficult as the river had silted up. Without the water irgoot fr

the sewage works upstream the river could well have dried up. The sRitepGranta was
reported inthe local press and meetings arranged between those organisations involved to see
what can be done to safeguard it in future.

The mild spring did h@l breeding birdswith a plentiful food supply available early on
leading to good brood sizes in many early breeding bsdsh asBlue Tits, Robins and
Blackbirds The summer period saw low numbersBaimble Beeswhich were affected by

the dry weathereducing floweringn plants andas you will read in the insect report, some
butterfly speWhitexs dsiudc hv earsy twhed Ii and ot hers
weather also led to some early leaf drop on the trees but the late rain in Septembtresaved
situation andve had a prolonged period of autumn colour into November.

Abington Rainfall for 202 (blue) compared to Average (red) in mm.
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. The 2019 Progr amme

Our 2019 programmeated with our witer visit to Fen Drayton lakes in February followed

by our spring membedsneeting in March when we had a presentation on the tagging work
with Spotted Flycatchers around Cambridge by Michael Holdswattle has tagged some
birds in Abingon previously. m April, June and September, despite low river levels, we
carried out our water samplingnce agairdemonstrating that our Granta river water is of
good quality. In June, on a hot day, we had a birdwatching visit to the new venue afrdackf
Lakes which has the benefit of several types of habitat in a relatively compact area. We also
recorded the local results from the RSPB Gamgdwatch carried out our own Abington
Birdwatch in May and made a visit to the Old Railway Line in August.

The results frod¢ t he year és visits wer e Odeesnguns s ed
November and are presented in this Record.

M. Granta Park

Granta Park is a very important area within the Abingtons and although village access to
Granta Park remains di€fult, NaturewatchProject Members have been given restricted
access and are able to provide limited reports of the wildlife. We are also fortunate to have
one of our own members working there and this together with reports from other Park
employees enabless to record aaccurate picture of the wildlife and plant life in the Record.
We are very grateful for their inputs.

| must also thank Granta Park for their support of Naturewatch through the award of a small
grant. This goes towards the printing of fecord, the hiref the Institute for meetings and
the cost of speakers.

IV. Naturewatch Members

This yearin an effort to make our information more readily available and up to date, we have
started to produce a monthly summary report on the Naturewatchvigiazh is linkedto the

village website. These reports summarise the weather and what has been seen and reported
during the month. It has been well received by members. If you have not seen thbelog
access details are presented at the end of thedReco

The Recordas been produced since 2005 and has recorded the wildlife of the area every year
since. It could not be produced without the reports from members and the work of our project
team in assembling the data and photographs, writing the rgpalsutting théRecord and

Blog together. As with many organisations currently, it is difficult to find volunteers willing

to support our work not only in reporting what they see but also in recording it and organising
our various trips. My thanks to adf them and | hop we can keep the reports, photographs
and visits going in 2020.

I would like to especially thank Sally Turnidge who has reported on our ProtRciadi
Verge and local plant life for several years and has decided to take a break. Tisswaea
have a vaaacy for a plant recorder and hope a new volunteer can be found. The position can
be tailored to as much time as you can give.

David Farrant

Note:

Abington Naturewatch covers the area of Great and Little Abington: from the Roman Road
southto theEssex border and from the A1l east to Hildersham pakisiap showig local
names of the main areas is available hett@s://tinyurl.com/scdmlith

fal)
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2. RIVERCARE
. Overvi ew

Abington RiverCaras a member othe natonal RiverCareorganisationand has two main
interests: looking after the stretch of tRever Grantanext to the playing fields in the village
and surveying its flora and fauna.

On the last Monday in the month except for bank holidays, whertlieisiext working day
we walk through theplaying fields along the riverand check its condition, picking up litter
along the bank and, if possible, from the river. [Voluntegesalways welcome at the road
bridge at 9:30 a.m.We look out for, and attemipgo eradicate, invasive plants such as
Himalayan Balsam and Giant Hogweed i we occasionallyremove a small amount of
Himalayan Balsanfrom the banknear the crickegroundbut thereis now less tharbefore
We notify landowners or thEnvironment Agencgf any issues that need further attention,
such as thelearance of largatems ofdebris The nationaRiverCareorgansation provide
equipmentinsurancesafety guidelineand other advice

The River Granta has had very low flows for much of the yaahbavy rains in November
and December have helped to clear out the channel and any debris.

Il. News
i Recreation Ground Trees

The Abington Recreation Ground Committee commissioned a survey of the dredise
ground, which was conducted at the end of 2@uting 2018 a few trees were felled, and
others reduced for safety reaspasd thera stormin July felled two more and caused some
othe damage During 2019, we replaced the three good trees that were felled with new
specimen treed.iqguidambarStyraciflua(by the container)yietasequoiaslyptostroboidesy

the river andCercisSiliquastrum(Judas Tree) on the west side.

ii. Contacts

Our contacts in various placeéxlude

1 RiverCarehttp://www.rivercare.org.ukl ynsey Stafford, who lives in Cambridge, has

visited forlitter-picking andfor River Sampling.Andrew Walterds project manager

Wildlife Trust: Ruth Hawksley has arranged training for our river sampling activities.

South Cambs District Council: We have Hidte contact on river matters since Ecology

Officer Rob Mungovan moved to the Wild Trout Trust.

1 Environment Agency: we do notVeregular contact but have met John Findlay in
connection with River Sampling. He keeps an eye on our records.

. Ri ver &20p !l i n
Ourreportsfrom the River Grantare submitted in the name of AbingtNiaturewatch.
We sample athe Ford(Grid ref: TL534489, just upstream of the road bridge.

We havebeen logging our findings directhn the database $loey can be observed bye
EA (and anyone elsehttp://www.riverflies.org/riverfliesgishome

T
T

We use a sampling method based on 3 min(teminute, for each of 3 locationsise of a net,
disturbing the rivetbedby kicking/shuffling just upstream so that material is carried into the net. We
supplement this by examining stones and loegjetation for additional specimens. We look mainly
for the larvae of some specific speciesioér flies. N.B. We do not find Sineflies in Abington.

The Riverfly Partnershipbundancdigures are as follows:

1719 category A = (based on a quick count
10199 category B = (+ estimated number to nearest 10)
100/ 999 category C = (+ estimated number to nearest 100)

over 1000 category D = (+ eghated number to nearest 1000)
7
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IV. Freshwater Watch

We have started testing the water qualgyng the Freshwater Watch methodology, which
focuses on measuring water turbidity (cloudiness) and two chemicals: nitrates and phosphates.
These ee commonly used in agriculture and elsewhere. Most of our tesgsshawn high

nitrate and low phosphaltevels but there have been a f@ases of high phosphate levels.

V. River Sampling Sessions
i. 15" March 2019

Water qualityNitrate: 5-10  Phosphate:0.20.5  Turbidity: <14 Colourless

i. 29" April 2019 at 10:30

Flow Low Concentratior{mg/l)

Water Quality Clear (NTU<14), colourless Nitrate >10 Phosphate <0.02

Weather Bright overcast, sunny intervals 12C

Recorded Anne Dunbar Nobes, Peter Brungin Robin, Sally, Ross, David

Samples 3 kick samples x 1 minute: 1; silt, 2 3: weed, Overall

weed gravel | gravel

Caddisflies Cased 0
Caseless 1-A

Up-wing flies Mayfly (Ephemeridae) 12-B
Blue-winged Olive (Ephemerellidae) 0
Flatbodied (Heptageniidae) 0
Olives (Baetidae) 120-C

Freshwater Shrimp =~ Gammarus 50-B

Other Leeches 0
Hairworms 3-A
Pea shell bivalve 2-A
Signal Crayfish 0
Tiny fish (observed in river) 1

Photos: https://www.flickr.com/gp/peterjeb/23j1JG

jii. 5" June 2019 at 17:00

Flow Very low, slow flow Concentration (mg/l)

Water Quality Clear (NTU<14), slightly yellow Nitrate >10 Phosphate <0.02

Weather Bright overcast, sunnytervals 12C

Recorded Anne Dunbar Nobes, Peter Brunning Robin, Derek, Sally, Ross, David, Richard,

Jennifer
Samples 3 kick samples x 1 minute: 1: mud, | 2:gravel, 3:stony Overall
weed stony

Caddisflies Cased 0
Caseless 0

Up-wing flies Mayfly (Ephemeridae) 1-A
Blue-winged Olive (Ephemerellidae) 0
Flatbodied (Heptageniidae) 0
Olives (Baetidae) 150-C

Freshwater Shrimp = Gammarus 200-C

Other Leeches 0
Hairworms 1-A
Pond snail 1-A
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Signal Crayfish (Xiny, others 23 cm) 3-A

Fish 0

Duck + Drake + 9 ducklings 11-B

Moorhen 1-A
Photos: https://www.flickr.com/gp/peterjeb/3855WX

iv. 13" August 2019 at 18:00 (water quality on 17" August)

Flow Very low, sluggish flow Concentratior{mg/l)

Water Quality Clear (NTU<14)Colourless Nitrate >10 Phosphate <0.02

Weather Bright, sunny, warm

Recorded Anne Dunbar Nobes, Peter Brunnin Robin, Ross, David, Richard, Lynsey

Samples 3 kick samples x 1 minute: 1: silt, leaf | 2: sandy, | 3: gravel, | Overall

debris gravel stones

Caddisflies Cased 0
Caseless 50-B

Up-wing flies Mayfly (Ephemeridae) 0
Blue-winged Olive (Ephemerellidae) 20-B
Flatbodied (Heptageniidae) 0
Olives (Baetidae) 20-B

Freshwater Shrimp =~ Gammarus 40- A

Other Leeches 0
Signal Crayfish (small) 1-A
Bullhead Fish (1 adult + 1 young) 2-A
Minnow 171 A

Photos: https://www.flickr.com/gp/peterjeb/214h8(dot manyi low battery)

Note: Lynsey tweeted a report on her visit.

v. 30" September2019 at 10:30

Flow Low, slight sewage smell Concentratiorimg/l)

Water Quality Clear (NTU<14), slightly yellow Nitrate >10 Phosphate = <0.02

Weather Bright, sunny, high cloud

Recorded Anne Dunbar Nobes, Peter Brunnin¢ Robin, Ross, David

Samples 3 kick samples x 1 minute: 1 2 3 Overall

Caddisflies Cased 0
Caseless 2-A

Up-wing flies Mayfly (Ephemeridae) 0
Blue-winged Olive (Ephemerellidae) 1-A

- Flat-bodied (Heptageniidae) 0
Olives (Baetidae) 120-C

Freshwater Shrimp Gammarus (very small) 10-B

Other Leeches 0
Signal Crayfish (1 @ 10cm, 2 @ 3cm) 3-A

Photos: https://www.flickr.com/gp/peterjeb/128217

v. 39 November 2019

Nitrate: >10 Phosphate:>1 Turbidity: <14 Brown
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VI. Ri ver&L aBre€aaxfieonf er ences
I Cam & Ely Ouse (CamEQ) CatchmentPartnership (UK) 7 26" February
Robin Harman attended a meeting
ii. RiverCare/BeachCare Volunteer ConferenceRutland Water i 6 April
Robin Harman attended this

VI. Ot her Ri ver Care Event s
I RiverCare visits to Abington

Richard met Lynsey in Linton for a memgi with a nascent RiverCare groupLinton.
Lynsey visited our sampling session o' ¥igust

ii. World Rivers Day i 22" September
Abington RiverCare did not participate this year, Abhington Woods held a celebration.

On World Rivers Day
we celebrat®the river
1|on¢j the edqaesf™

AWF Woods 'Sumhy m
and all of the ’fc,:fcmlur

wo vafcrvnys “_ql""

o Wor "s DET)
Ablng on Woo a‘""" Lane~

Litte Alaingfon
amer
(.74

ji.  Riverfly refresher coursei 3@ November

Peter went to a refreshesurseat Babraham Institute on Saturday mogiifihe mainsession
waspractica) supervised by John Findlay of the Environment Agency. He explained that their
methods differ slightly from the Riverfly one, notably wittore samples of shorter times. In
view of the very low water levels in the Granta, he told us a bit about drought conditions. He
al so gave us wuseful informationtheyomayt t he
suggest problems to his teawhoregularly sample at Hildersham Ford aBdurn Bridge.

iv. Invasive Specie§ Balsam & Hogweed

On 29 October, Richard and Peter removed some
Himalayan Balsamspotted in Sluice Wood by
Andy.

This isa nonnative invasive spmes whichis best
removed as it can displace plants that stabilise rivé
banks. It is usually pink but some of these plants
were white.

On 13" October, Richard removeBiant Hogweed & Himalayan Balsam, Granta (AM)
justdownstream of the village road bridge.

Peter Brunning
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3. BIRDS

l. Membed Reports
i.  JANUARY 2019

RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch on'26 28" produced 15 reports and a total of 32 species
noted in the Abingtonésee3.Il)

Barnacle Goosesmall flock of 9on cricketgroundon GP (2"9).

Sparrowhawk circling high aboe Sluice Woods {7, and again in a lovevel, high speed
attack on a flock of feeding Redwing on29

Little Egret- pair seerin Sluice Woods on 29, and a femal®eed Buntingegularly visiting
a garden feder on Bourn Bridge RdGroup of 12CanadaGooseand aGreylagon GP
lake.

Low numbers ofsreenfinchreported on garden feeders this year (orB/dnd not often
seen), compared to larger groupsGaidfinchandChaffinchbeing regularly reported.

StockDove- one or two pairs of seemgularly in ivy-covered trees near the sluice.

An unusual sighting of a large p&akh brown owl! (31), most likely aShorteared Owl,
hunting in the late afternoon over scrubby ground on Bourn Bridge Rd.

ii. FEBRUARY 2019

Many species continue to be repamttin small flocks, prior to dispersing to breed. In
particular, 10 Meadow Pipit and up to 60 Pied Wagtail were reported on the cricket
ground a flock of 20 Yellowhammaewere regularly seen on the arable fields on the Land
Settlements, and 180 Linnet abng the Old Railway Cutting and GP.

Up to 44 Reed Bunting were seen roosting in the reeds afdBake.

Winter visitors such as Fieldfare (up to 50) and Redwing (up to 100) were reported
throughout the month, particulg on the fields between the withes, and near
Hildersham Wood.

Golden Plover a flock of ~30 were reported flying over fields near Abington Park Farm.

Siskin were reported for the first time this winter'{)Lén feeders at two locatioiigar fewer
than last year. Theneereno repats of Redpoll this winter.

Nuthatch (12) and Great Spotted Woodpecker were also seen on several garden feeders,
visiting almost daily at some locations.

Goldfinch and Chaffinch in flocks of 102 were regulars in severarglens, occasionally
joined by aly 1 or 2 Greenfinch, numbers of which seem to be sharply down this year.

Bullfinch (2-6) were twice reported feeding on tree flower buds, along the Old Railway
Cutting (10" and in a garden on the Settlementsj24

Goldcresti a pair was spotted in niers along Cambridge Rd (#)) and occasionally a
single bird was seen amongst mixed tit flocks3ih

Jay- reported at two locations, as a regular visitor to one, and was seen recovering stashed
acorns from a garden law

Little Egret- spotted sevetdimes along the river (8and 28"), as was a Grey Wagtail, seen
feeding on the floating mats of fallen leaves near the sluidd.(@dey Heron were also
regularly seen along the river.

Red Kite were reported on threecasions, flying oveGP, FourWent Ways and North Road.
Up to six Buzzard were also seen soaring high on the thermals over Hildersham Wood,
above North Rd, and around the meadows alongside the river. A Kestrel and a
Sparrowhawk were also occasionallyrseeerGP.

Skylark was reportesinging on 18, along the Old Railway Cuttingfirst time this year.

Corn Bunting was heard singing from a small clump of dried grasses near Abington Park
Farm, also the first report this year, or"19

Several other spees were also heard singing tmenth, including Blackbird, Great Tit,
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House Sparrow, Wren and Robin. A large number of Song Thrush have been heard around
the village, as well as a Mistle Thrush high up in trees by old Al11, and a Coal Tit singing
in oak tees in GA (2%), and onGPin following days.

Redlegged Partridgé a small covey was seen in the fields alongside Cambridge B) (25

iii.  MARCH 2019

Fieldfarei 10-20 reported oGP (5", 19", a flock of ~30 on fields near Hildersham Wood
(20M), and 12were seen flying oveBA on 23¢,

Redwingi 20+ in trees behind Cambridge Roa#)(fand 24 onGP (14"). Last reported
along Chalky Rd on 17

Warblersi Chiffchaff first heard singing from bushes alongside GP laKg (lith many
reports since fromcross the village, including kast 4 singing males along Old Railway
Cutting (30"). Blackcapi first heard singing along Old Railway Cutting ori"18leard
several times since in Sluice Wood, and a report of 3 singing males along the Old Railway
Cutting (30").

Green Woodpeckérreported in a Bourn Bridge Rgardenanth e ar d oy af f 1 i ngo
Wood throughout the month. Great Spotted Woodpecker continue to visit several garden
feeders.

Little Owl i seen on several occasions first thing and at dongkR A Tawny Owl was heard
on GP (1%, and regularly heard (male and female) at night on LSA.

Red Kitel several sightings near Hildersham Wood, dg€r and the Old Railway Cutting.

Sparrovihawki one seen with prey, possibly a Collared Dove in a ga@@#, another seen
hunting on Bancroft Farm Meadow {97 and a third flying across the High Street.

Golden Plovei around 30 flying over Mortlock Gardens and the adjacent fiell)(20

Yellowhammeri small flocks seen in fields south of LSA. Linrie flock of 3640 seen
very regularly on rough ground, or on the cricgetund in GP.

Skylarki 3-4 reported in full song on the LSA'R and over fields alongside Pampisford Rd.

Bullfinch 7 reported feeding on tree buds along the Old Railway Cutting/omccasions.

Small flocks of Goldfinch continue to visit feeders, wit &reenfinch, and up to 15
Chaffinch.

Longtailed Titir eport ed 6épecking their rreporisefcCoal ons 6
Tit singing onGP, the LSA, and &A garden.

Goldcresti two seen and heard in conifers on LSA®), and one irGP (25M).

Robini one report of a pair displaying and feeding each otheGA garden.

Grey Wagtaili a female seen ondcasions, feeding on floating debris in the river near the
sluice.

Little Egreti at least six separate reports of a single bird along the river, throughout the
month.

Goosandet a female was seen flying ov&iP (21)) T first record in The Abingtons.

Mandarin Ducki 5 flying noisily in large circles over the meadoalengside river by A1307.

Cormorant reported on % occasions feeding in the lake. Moorhen seen displayirigFon
lake (19"), and Mallard are now mostly in pairs along the river, with ¥evwyleft onGP
lake. A pair of Reed Bunting also seen in thelbsels (28).

Rook and Jackdaivcolonies actively nest building in tall trees GR. Jayi four reported
squabbling in the trees along Cambridge Rd, and two in€osek Me a d o w
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iv. APRIL 2019

Fieldfarei two reported on'8i last sighting of the year

Hirudinesi Sand Martiri five flying low over GP lake (2). First Swalbw seerpassing
overhead on'®(same date as 2018), and regularly across the village since, with pairs
reported returning to nests on LSA {21House Martiri first seen in village centre on
19" (22" April in 2018), and returning to nest sites on $ohool,shop and in Mortlock
Gardens.

Warblersi many Blackcap and Chiffchaff singing around the village throughout the month.
Willow Warbler heard in copse on east edge of GI¥ (28™).

Many species regularly reported singing throughout the moaolbding: Dunnock, Wren,
Robin, Great Tit, Skylark, Chaffinch, Blackbird, Song Thrush and Mistle Thrush.

Blue Titi several pairs seen entering nestboxes in gardens and on GP, with laid eggs reported
in a nestbox on LSA 9.

Several reports of young flgingbirds this month: young Blackbird on LSAT6andGA
(27M); Robin family with 3 fledglings i'tGA (15"); young Song Thrush on LSA (1§
several groups of Mallard ducklings, 10 in Sluice Wood, 5 near Millennium Bridge, 14
near road bridge (all &t 22'%); Dunnock fledgling being fed by parent in GP(p4

Kestrel, Sparrowhawk and Buzzard (up to 5) all reported. Holiiwp flying over (18", and
a Red Kite reported several times.

Barn Owli one heard at night iBA (21%), and Little Owl have amjn keen seen oGP (1% -

10"M), near the site where they bred last year.

Greylag and Canada Goose (up to 5) on GP lake, as was an occasional Cormorant.

Grey Heroni regularly along the river, with up to 5 seen on Bancroft Farm Meadow. One
also reported beg mobbed by corvids in a tree on Church Lane

Grey Wagtaili a single female seen three times early in the month, feeding along the river in
Sluice Wood. A few reports of Pied Wagtail, especially on the crgpicetnd and in LSA
paddocks.

Finches' Chafiinchregularly around feeders, along with good numbers of Goldfinch. Small
numbers of Greenfinch (mostly3 also reported on several feeders. Two pairs of
Bullfinch along the Old Railway Cutting {6and 1%"), and a flock of 5®0 Linnet feeding
on roudh graund on GP throughout the month

Buntingsi Reed Bunting reported twice in the reeds on GP, and along the Old Railway
Cutting. Several Yellowhammer heard singing near the Old Railway Cuttihg (6

Stock Dove' 2-4 regularly around Hall Farm Meadow, asel/eal reports in gardens.

Goldcresti two reports, on GP and Cambridge Road.

Treecreeper one seen on LSA (19, and heard on Dawn Chorus walk on GP'25

Ravenisi ngl e bird over Ol d "R firstieporig The Ablagtans. pi n g 6

v. MAY 2019

Tenreports for the Abington NatureWatch Bird Survey recorded a total of 52 species within
the parishes over the Bank Holiday weekend"@4"). Seesection3.lll .

Swallowi up to four seenraund village. Nesting pair ibA garage. House Martinnesting
in Mortlock Gardens. Up to 30 feeding and collecting mu@GénSwifti first seen over
St Mar yo6s "Qhtaeightiseemraguldrly since.

Spotted Flycatchéir first report of one retrning toLA garden on 25,

Wheateai three along track above ChglRoad, possibly eadyeturning migrants, on'7

Warblers- Blackcapi regularly throughout month iBA. Old Railway Cutting, LSA anGP.
Chiffchaffi regularly seen and heard, mosttyttze start of the month. Willow Warblér
two singing on Old RailwaCutting, and one heard several timessdh Common
Whitethroati one singing near Abington Park Farm oif'1@nd heard several times since
along Old Railway Cutting. Lesser Whitethréadne singing from a thick hedge along
Hildersham parish boundary a8". Reed Warblei one heard on 24th, and several times
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over a week irGPreedbed.

Corn Buntingi' calling from wheat and hedgerow. Pair on Old Railway Cuitipgssibly
nesting. Reed Bnting1 several regularly heard singing arouag lake.

Red Kitel three reports of a single bird, over LSA, and frGi® Buzzard several reports of
upto three. Kestrel pair seen feeding prey to young on the nest in Sluice Wood. A female
Sparrowhawlkseen swooping ovésA High Street.

Barn Owli heard at dusk iGA garden on 24,

Great Crested Grebesingle male back oGPlake from §'i seen 34 times since. Little
Grebei one seen diving iGP Lake on 24

Mallardi several females with twive ducklings on river. Males moulting arou®P lake.
Greylag Goosé up to five, and Canada Goadséhree pairs, one with-2 goslings orGP.

Blue 'hl'it'l' several reports of adults actively feeding at nest boxes. Fledged family seen on
13",

Great Spotted Wogkckeri a pair frequently visiting suet feeder in LSA garden.

Goldcrest close encounter with one bird indoors on LSA.

Stock Dove pair inGA garden and occasional reports from Sluice Wood.

Goldfinchi fledged young seen bathing in garden pond. Bulifinpair along Old Railway.

Nuthatchi one reported in garden on Church Close, a Treecreeper in Sluice Wood on 23rd.

Mistle Thrushi one seen twice oRecreation Ground, and also Gif.

vi. JUNE 2019

Lackford Lakes TrigseelO.L.ii)) i a group of thirteen enjoyed an interesting visit, seeing a
total of 46 birdspecee, i ncl uding Cetti 6s Warbler (seen
and Spotted Flycatcher.

Fledglingsi numerous reports of fledglings and young birds this monthydnay) Blue Tit,
Long- tailed Tit, Kestrel, Great Spotted Woodpecker, Green Woodpecladiarl, Canada
Goose, Blackbird, Song Thrush, Robin, Wren and Nuthatch.

Warblers- Common Whitethroattwo sightings on Roman Road, and one pair regularly seen
collecing food, presumably for young in the nest, along the Old Railway Cuttifyy. (17
Lesse Whitethroati one report from the Roman Road{3Blackcap, Chiffchaff both
heard regularly, especially towards end of month. Willow Waib&ngle report of a
sin%ing bird along Old Railway Cutting'(s Reed Warblei heard singing itGPreedbed
(20M).

Corn Buntingi several reports from Roman Road and Old Railway Cutting. Yellowhainmer
seen and heard along the Roman Road, and on the Land Settlements.

Skylak T a few reports along Roman Road, and a pair seen carrying food along Old Railway
Cutting.

SwallowT only two reports, with very few (2) birds being seen around the village. Swift
regularly reported above the village a8, with eight around,A Church. House Matrtin
nests with young visible on High Street, and up to 12 seen collectidgrom the edges
of the lake orGP.

Nuthatch, Great Spotted Woodpeckdyoth regularly visiting garden feeders along Hi#sh

Coal Titi visiting feedersand callingin GA.

Little Owl i 1-2 seen oiGP. Tawny Owl, Barn Owl a few reports of calls aftelark.

Kestreli 1-2 young in nest in Sluice Woods early in month, and fledged birds seen nearby
later on Sparrowhawk at least five sightings in gardens, often afi@iching small song
bird prey. Red Kitéd 2-3 reports from along Roman Road and abowéc8IWood.

Great Crested Grebesingle bird seen for a few days G lake early in the month.

Tufted Ducki pair seen around reeds G (17").

Cormoranti one onGP lake (7").

Greylag, Barnacle Goose and Canada Goose watfiedglings, regularly oGP lake.

Little Egreti one disturbed along the river {94
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23: Bullfinch | , Old Railway- 12 Nov (AM) 24: Pheasant , Old Railway- 12 Nov (AM)
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vii. JULY 2019

A relatively quiet month generally, bwith a few unusual highlights!

Kingfisheri two reports of whais likely to be the same bird, along the river near the
footbridge (18 and 229. First reports of this species in the village this year.

Redpolli one female in Bourn Bridge Road garde8"2 Highly unusual to see this species
here in the summer morgth

Common Terri one flying overGA in bad weather (2. Not previously reported in the
Abingtons.

Fledglings and young birds continue to be widely reported, including young Blue Tit, Great
Tit and Coal Tit visiting feeders, as well as young Ro8umg Thrush, Blackbird, House
Sparrow, Dunnock, Mallard, Moorhen and Swallow.

Common Whitethroat one along Old Railway Cutting {)L Blackcap and Chiffchaiff
regularly inGP.

Swift i several eports of 813 around_A Church, and oveGP, and ~30 over f&at Abington
High Street (16). Swallowi 20-30 perched on wires along Bourn Bridge Road, and
swooping low over adjacent fields'{9 as well as 10 on South Road, and 3 young birds
seen over Burch Lane (29). House Martiri mostly fledged from nestround the
village by midmonth. Several reports of flocks of-1@ over the village, and 35 over the
GPlake (1%").

Grey Wagtaili two along the river (1t). Pied Wagtail 6-12 on crickeground and Perse
fields.

Corn Buntingi 2-3 regularly south of 8§A. Skylarki 3-4 singing on several occasions
around LSA.

Sparrowhawk one young male (?) catching a young Blackbird in a garden on Cambridge
Road. Buzzard two calling and soaring high abolé\, and 12 above LSA. Red Kité
one oveiGP (1%, and onesoaring for some time above LSA {16

Little Owl T 1-2 still seen regularly around presumed reitet onGP. Barn Owli heard
calling at night on several occasionsdA.

Green Woodpeckér seveal reports of adults and juveniles in Sluice Wood, anévesal
gardens. Great Spotted Woodpecdkene young bird on garden feeders, High Stiegt,

Nuthatch also regularly seen at same location.

Song Thrush reported in Cambridge Road garden, and singing orGP.

Barnacle Goose, Canada Goose and Gréylagnain onGPlake throughout.

Reed Bunting heard calling from reedbed.

Cormoranii one flying overGP (29").

Mi xed Tit f1 ock ") contdinang 2886 podng Gréat TityB&ue Titrfl 9
Long-tailed Tit, as well as 2 young Goldcrest. Small paftLongtailed Tit also seen
along river.

viii. AUGUST 2019

Generally,a quiet month for birds, many of which have finished breeding and remain largely
inconspicuous whilst completing their moult.Wards the end of the month though, family
groups of severalpecies were being seen and, after several weeks of silence, birdsong
could again be heard, in particular of Robin, Wren and Song Thrush.

Kingfisheri one along river in Sluice Wood'{§ and ag perching on the Millennium
Bridge (12").

Common Tern several small flocks, totalling around 50, flying ovieeading north (2.

Yellow Wagtaili two reports of single birds flying ov&P, presumably on migration.

Barn Owli one heard screechingudly during night irGA.

Swift i 3-4 around_A Church, onever the Old Railway Cutting' Last report (2'8) was
of a single bird briefly seen drinking fro@P lake, before moving on. Swallowone
flying low over cricketground four reports of 6 over GP, and c20 over Perse sports
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fields (18" and 2%). House Martini several gatherings around the village, especially later
in tme month. Includs100+ over Perse sports fields {@3and c40 over the lake @GP
(30M).
Grey Wagtaili several reportalong river near Millennium Bridge, and one in Slwgeod.
Pied Wagtail also gathering in larger groups-{2) to feed on open ground.
Blackcapi several reports of single birds in gardens, and within mixed flock&Ron
Chiffchaff, Goldcrest singlebr ds al so seen as part wvef a mi X
Long-tailed TitT on garden feeders ItA, and flocks of c10 o®P. Great Tit,Blue TitT
small family groups often mixed appearing in gardens and in Sluice Wood, occasionally
also containing the @dCoal Tit.
Goldfinchi several small groups in gardens &g of adults and the more subdued
coloured juveniles. No reports of Greenfinch or Chaffinch.
LinnetT small flocks, including juveniles, feeding on seed heads on rough grousHE. on
Red Kitel several repds over the fields south of LSA. Buzzdra@ne over LSA, and several
times over Home Farm Meadow. Kesfiraine along Old Railway Cutting. Sparrowhawk
I one seen catching a pigeon in garden, and one flying along North Road, LSA.
Green Woodpecké regularl on garden lawn on Cambridge Road, and>éh
Nuthatchi single bird in top branches of ancient oak tree near Hildersham Wood.
Canada Goosklarge numbers (246) onGP lake throughout the month, accompanied by 1
3 Greylag and seven Barna@eose. Up t@5 Mallard, still mostly in eclipse plumage.
Jackdawi large flock of 100+, with a few Rook, wheeling around Pampisford Ro&%.(28
Starlingi flock of c50 ovelGP (14™).

ix. SEPTEMBER 2019

Hobbyi brief sighting, flying fast and low over hedgd o n ¢ r Getsasierr GPg28™ h 6 o n

Swallowi several reports up until Y9Three successful broods reported from a site on LSA.
House Martiri single birds / small flocks reported until®%lock of 100+ ovefGPon
24", Swifti single bird flyingoverGPon 16" i unusually late in the year.

Blackcapi young or female on garden feeder on Cambridge Road. Chiffickaffle birds
on 23 occasions in mixed titock on GP.

Robini heard singing more regularly again from sites around the village.

CoalTit 1 single bird seen in group of Great Tit and Blue Tit on garden feed&Ain

Goldfinchi flocks of c1215, with a few Chaffinch and Greenfinch, returning to feeders.

Goldcrest single birds in gardens on Cambridge Road and South Road, and inV8aode

LinnetT starting to congregate into small flocks {20) on Abington Park Farm ar@P.

Grey Wagtaili several reports single bird along river near Millennium Bridge and in Sluice
Wood. Pied Wagtail gathering in flocks of around 15 onGP cricketground

Meadow Pipiti four feeding on scrubby garden Gi®.

Nuthatchi one reported in several gardens. Treecreepeae in Cambridge Road garden.

Jayi seen collecting acorns @&P, and in aGA garden.

Red Kitei several reports of-2 soaring over theillage cerre, and at Abington Park Farm.
Sparrowhawk several reports in gardens, usually seen chasing small birds. Buzzard
several reports of single birds flying over the village

TawnyOwlimal e cal-hoom@® Ot owmotr ees H@&hBam@Ow Lewi s C
al so heard O6screechingd from same trees | at

Mallardi eclipse mostly over now for c80 @P lake. Barnacle Goose-{B and Canada
Goose (3) on lake, and nine Greylag Goose flying over.

Great Blackbacked Gull in fields adjacento Cambrigie Road, and in Perse sports fields.
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X. OCTOBER 2019

Swallowi three flying oveiGPlake on &'i last report of the year.

Winter thrushi small flock of Redwing (1415) first seen oGP on 9" and regularly since,
and two Fieldfare seen BA (on 3F). A Song Thrush also reported in Cambridge Road
garden (2%).

Small flocks of birds return to garden feeders, particularly Goldfinch, Chaffinch, Great Tit,
Blue Tit, Longtailed Tit andoccasionally Coal Tit at several locations. Greenfinchbleta
by its relative absendeonly one report of a single bird.

Linneti occasional small flock on waste ground3p.

Skylarki 2-3 singing high above stubble fields near Abington Park Farm, medwerGP.

Goldcrest and Treecreegeboth partofmixed | ock i n Lagdends Grove,

Reed Bunting two in reedbeds arour@P lake.

Cormorant single bird fishing inGP Lake throughout the month, alongside up to c80
Mallard, several Modren and a single female Mandarin Duck)(9

Sparrowhawk one (likely juvenile) chasing a WoodpigeonG#\ garden. Buzzard three
reports of a single bird over Cambridge Road, and Sluice Wood. Kiestirele heard
calling to each other, ov&P (9"). Red Kitei one oveiGA and regularly over South
Road, andwo over Sluice Wood (3. Hobbyi further report of two raptors, believed to
be Hobbies, being mobbed by crows near Sluice Wodd (4

TawnyOwlisever al reports of iégeoloBarn @vgdlsoheardr d ar o
0screeGA(lTtlg.6 i n

Green Woodpecker and Great Spotted Woodpeickeseveral gardens, and G.

Jayi often seen collecting acorns and flying between woodland argaP.on

Nuthatchi a single bird in a garden on HidtreetLA.

Grey Wagtaili one on the river in Sluice Woodnd another in a garden with a pondLA.

Pied Wagtail up to 25 feeding oGP cricketground and on Perse sports fields.

Grey Heroni' two sightings of one juvenile bird near the river. Litgreti four reports of
(presumably the same) single binal thie river near recreation ground.

Barnacle Goose flock of seven regularly o®P cricketground and Perse sports fields.

Mute Swari single juvenile on a new lake in a garden on South Road.

xi. NOVEMBER 2019

Kingfisheri single bird seen around2lpondsalong Chalky Road in early November.

Bullfinch T pair feeding on fruits along Old Railway Cutting. Goldfindii0-12) regularly on
feeders, with a few Chaffinch and occasionaly Greenfinch.

Good numbers of Blue Tit (20 in one report) and Great Titjth a few Coal Tit and Long
tailed Tit also regularly seen. Mixed Tit f
including an occasional Goldcrest.

Sparrowhawk many sightings from arountie village, mostly attracted to flocks of small
birds on geden feeders. Red Kitetwo reports of a bird over Sluice Wood, and a Buzzard
regularly around Codd s Me adow.

Tawny Owli several reports of calling around Abington Weatbtablyearly in the month.

Redwingi c12 feeding on haws in Coeks Me a d @40 jn Yewprees around
Abington Hall, and a single bird in Cambridge Road garden. Fieldftoek of c30 over
GP (9", 8 flying over LSA, and 2 over great Abington.

Mistle Thrushi loud rattling alarm call heard from two on Chalky Road. Song Thrush
on GPin amongst Redwing flock, so presumably also migrants.

Blackcapi overwintering bird along Old Railway Cutting (R

Meadow Pipiti three on rough scrubby grasslandGin(8").

Grey Wagtaili single bird on leaf rafts downstream of sluicl)(@ied Wagtail pair on the
school roof, and a flock c15 feeding G cricket green.

Great Spotted Woodpeckieregularly onGP and reported at several garden feeders. Green
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Woodpeckei 1-2 on several garden lawns, and®R
Nuthatchi one in fine breding plumage on a garden feeder on the High Street.
Jayi 1-2 being seen again collecting food in several gardens, and in oak tt&€s on
Barnacle Goost flock of seven regularly oGP until 20".
Grey Heroni 1-3 in river around the sluice and in adjatfields, and aroun@P lake.
Lesser Blackbacked Gull large flock feeding in fields near A11. Great Bldzkcked Gull
and Blackheaded Gull in smaller numbers flying o¥&lP, especilly in early morning.
Large flock of 500 mostly Herring Gull wheedimigh over Perse playing fields {95
Redlegged Partridgeé around 20 in field near Old Railway Cutting. Phea$aafew starting
to come into gardens.

xii. DECEMBER 2019

Fieldfarei flocks of up to 40 aroun@P, along with smaller numbers of Redwing.

Staling i flocks of between 832800 murmurating oveeP most evenings towards the end
of the month, before roosting in the reedbeds there.

Herring Gull, Great Blaclbacked Gull flock of ~50 in fields beside Old Railway Cutting on
29", A few BlackheadedSull also seen flying ove®P.

Goldfinchi around 50 feeding on Fat Hen seeds in fields along Bourn Bridge Road. Regular
flock of 10-12 on feeders in Lewis Crescent. Greenfindh2 regularly with Goldfinch
flock on feeders, with small numbers of Chaffirtoo. Bullfinchi 1-2 females along old
Railway Cutting on two occasions.

Flocks of Blue Tit, Great Tit, up to 112 Longtailed Tit, and occasional Coal Tit all visiting
gardenfeedr s, and in a mixed flock in Lagdenods

Meadow Pipiti around 20 feging on rough ground oGP (18th).

Song Thrush several reports of birds singing towards end of the month. Mistle Thrush
occasionally reported singing arouGe.

Jayi several repas of 12 birds feeding in gardens and around oak trees.

Buzzardi repots of 1-3 birds, around Co®® s Meadow, Cambri dge Road
SparrowhawK seen in several gardens around both villages. Occasional reports of
Kestrel. Red Kité two sightings one above Perse playing fields and another on the LSA.

Tawny Owli head calling on several occasions across the villages.

Great Spotted Woodpecker and Nuthatch on garden feeder on High. &reen
Woodpeckei pair in Cambridge Road garden.

Treecreepel single bird reported in garden along Bourn Bridge Road, a@Pin

Grey Wagtaili reports of single bird feeding along river edyyesluice& Recreation Ground

Little Egreti one along river in Sluice Wood (013" and near Millennium Bridg&27™",

31%). Grey Herori one regularly along river near Sluice Wood, and Dambridge Road
garden. One also spotted being mobbed by corvids.

Cormoranti single bird flying oveiGP (239). Mallardi regularly 4080 in GPlake early in
the month. Latteyl, small groups along the river, as water levels too high in the lake.

Lapwingi flock of c30 flying over fields near Pampisford Roatf)2

Redlegged Partridgé small covey in field near Ley Rectory Farm o'17

Collared Dovéd up to 10 around feeders dewis Crescent.
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26: Barnacle Geese, Granta Paikov (AM)
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21



Abington Naturewatch The Record 2019

. RSPB G8iddmateeem Abida§2®Inanuary

15 reports were received, includimgefrom Class 1 at Great Abington Primary School.
In total, 32 species were sagwith varying numbers of reports for each species

Species Number of Species Number of
Reports Reports

Blackbird 12 Kestrel 1
BlackHeadedGull 2 Longtailed Tit 8

Blue Tit 13 Magpie 6
Carrion Crow 4 Moorhen 1
Chaffinch 8 Nuthatch 1

Coal Tit 8 Pied Wagtalil 2
Collared Dove 11 Redwing 1
Dunnock 9 Robin 13
Fieldfare 2 Rook 4
Goldfinch 8 Siskin 1

Great Spotted Woodpecker 2 Song Thrush 2

Great Tit 10 Sparrowhawk 1
Greenfinch 4 Starling 4
House Sparrow 7 Stock Dove 2
Jackdaw 9 Woodpigeon 13

Jay 2 Wren 2

. Abi ngton

10 reportavere received this year
52 species were reportetiis isa list which shows how many of the 10 reports included each
species and the maximum number of that species where it exceeded 5.

BBadk SHbp Vv B o 524 PWdveakye) n d

Species Reports Max. Species Reports Max.
Barn Owl 1 Linnet 1

Blackbird 10 6 Little Grebe 1

Blackcap 4 Longtailed Tit 6

Blue Tit 8 Magpie 8

Bullfinch 1 Mallard 3 11
Buzzard 3 Moorhen 3

Canada Goose 2 Nuthatch 1

Carrion Crow 4 Pheasnt 2

Chaffinch 4 Pied Wagtall 3

Chiffchaff 6 Red Kite 1

Coal Tit 5 Redlegged Partridge 2

Collared Dove 8 Reed Bunting 1

Corn Bunting 2 Reed Warbler 1

Dunnock 6 Robin 8

Goldfinch 6 Rook 6 12
Great Spotted Woodpecker 5 Skylark 3

Great Tit 7 Song Thrush 6
Greenfinch 3 Spotted Flycatcher 1

Green Woalpecker 1 Starling 6 9
Grey Heron 2 Stock Dove 2

House Martin 3 10 Swallow 4

House Sparrow 7 6 Swift 2 8
Jackdaw 10 10 Whitethroat 2

Jay 3 Willow Warbler 1

Kestrel 2 Woodpigeon 10 12
Lesser Whitethroat 1 Wren 6
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4. REPTILES & AMPHIBIANS

l. Summary

A quiet year, most probably the result of only 3 ponds supplying observations through the
year. As expected;ommon FrogsandCommon Toadswereactive in gardens with ponds
from early Spring till early Autumn, and good population$Sofooth Newtswere reported at

two ponds. Reported sightings Grass Snakesemained low (only 3 for the whole year),
despite some periods of very warm weatloert, this may again be a reporting issue rather
than a reflection of declining numbers. No other reptiles @low Worms or Common
Lizards) were reported in 2019.

. Amphi bi ans
I Common Frog

February: First reports ofrogactivity in a garden pond in Soutlo& o 229, with first

spawn of the year appearing in a pond on Chalky Road'nPfis is the earliest record of
Frogspawn in the Abingtons since reporting began in 2011, no doubt encouraged by the five
days of unusually warm weather at the end efrttorih.

March: Large mass ofrogspawreported in a garden pond on Bourn Bridge Ro&W. (3
Frogs seen throughout the month in two garden ponds on South Road.

June and July. SmallFrogletsseen in and out of the pond, often in long grass, in garden in
Sauth Road.

August: First signs of adulerogsmoving out of water and finding ow&rintering spots in
the garden. Two were found under flowerpots in a garden in Lewis Crescent, and another
found in damp vegetable patch on South Road.

ii.  Common Toad
April : Large adut discovered in a bag of compost where it had presumablyvawered,
ChurchLane(11"). An adult was seen in a pond on South Road later in the month.

June and July: YoungToadsseen in pond on South Road. The adults are now moving out
into damp shadyspots in the garden. One was found in compost and another under a wooden
plank beside a greenhouse {(2aly).

iii.  Smooth Newt
February and March i A few Newtsbecoming active in pond on South Road. One was
found under a pile of leaves beside pond, &itrey orange belly (¥ Mar).

April T From midmonth onwards, regular sightingshéwtsin ponds on South Road and
Cambridge Road. Also, a firsime sighting of 4ANewtsin a new pond on Bourn Bridge Road.

June, July and Augusti Good numbers of very yourgewtscaught regularly by net in

garden pond on South Rd. Some of tiésat6 | ar vaed have | egs, ot her
and fishlike. Very few sightings of adults in August as they are generally now on land in

cool, dampplaces.

. Reptil es
I Grass Snakes
April i First Grass Snake of the year {20eported in pond on Cambridge Rd (thin, 60 cm in
length).

June and Julyi Two sightings of a Grass Snake around pond on Cambridge Rd, both almost
1 metre long.
Anne DunbaiNobes
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5. MAMMALS
This year there have agabeen frequent sightings Muntjac, Hares and Bats

A few Badgers, Pygmy Shrews Woodmousg a Stoat a Polecatand Short Tailed Voles
have also been reported as has a small hefgalbdbw Deerwhich is seen at times near
Abington Park Farm and HilddramWood

Hedgehog numbers again appear to be declining.

Moles seemed to disappear during the summer, and it \easuming to see signs of them
again in October.

Bats have been reported very late into the year with one sighting as late as 31 December.
Another sign of global warming?

. Summary report of mammal sightings:
Species Location Date Number
Polecat Between ®lake & Riverside car park 03.01.19 1
Badger CricketgroundGA 22.01.19 1
Hare South of cutting 10.02.19 2
Muntjac Field edgeg old railway cutting 10.02.19 2
Muntjac Front garden LA 16.02.19 1
Muntjac SluiceWood 18.02.19 2
Hare Field near Aimgton Park Farm 24.02.19 3
Hare Rough Ground, Pampisford Rd 25.02.19 2
Hare Rough Ground, Pampisford Rd 28.02.19 1
Badger AbingtonWoods 28.02.0 1
Hare Rough Ground, 01.03.19 2
Badger AbingtonWoods 04.03.19 1
Hare Rough GroundBourn Bridge Rd 14.03.19 2
Hare Lagan@ grove 15.03.19 1
Muntjac Lagaen@ grove 15.03.19 1
Muntjac Old railway cutting 19.03.19 2
Fox Old railway cutting 19.03.B 2
Muntjac Lagan@ grove 25.03.19 2
Fox Cools Cmeadow 25.03.19 1
PygmyShrew Garden Cambridge Rd 27.03.19 1
Hare Hairdressed fQotpath 29.03.19 4
Hare Old railway cutting 30.03.19 2
Fox Old railway cutting 30.03.19 1
Muntjac Lagaen@ grove 01.0419 1
Hare Lagen@ grove 01.04.19 1
Hare Field byhairdresser§path 01.04.19 2
Hare Field by hairdressefpath 09.04.19 4
Hedgehog South Road 12.04.19 1
Fox Old railway cutting 13.04.19 1
Muntjac Old railway cutting 13.04.19 1
Hare Old railway ctting 13.04.19 1
Hare Field byhairdresser§path 15.04.19 5
Badger South Road 21.04.19 1
Hare Field by Abingtond&tk Farm 29.04.19 2
Muntjac By Sluice 29.04.19 1
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Hare
Muntjac
FallowDeer
Muntjac
Muntjac
Hare

Bat

Hare

Bat
Muntjac
Muntjac
Bat

Bat
Hedgehog
Muntjac
Bat
Hedgehog
Badger
Fox
Muntjac
Hare
PygmyShrew
Bat

Bat, Vole, Grey Squirrel
Fox

Stoat
Muntjac
Muntjac
Bat
Muntjac
Hare

Fox
Muntjac
Shorttailed Field Vole
Bats
FallowDeer
Badger
Wood Mouse
Bat

Hare
Muntjac
Muntjac
Muntjac
Bat
Muntjac
Bat

Mole

Bat
RoeDeer
Badger
FallowDeer

Field by hairdressefpath

Field between Camb. Rd and Churah |

Fields near Hiersham woods
Old railway cutting
Lagan@ grove

GP field by hairdress&néath
Garden GA

GP by lllumia

Bridge over Granta
Garden Church Lane
Garden Cambridge Rd
Garden Cambridge Rd
Garden GA

Great Abington garden
Garden Cambridge Rd
Garden Cambridge Rd
GardenBourn Bridge Rd
Cambridge Rd

GP by Sluice Wood

GP by Sluice Wood

GP by lllumia
GardenCanbridge Rd
Garden Lewis Crest
Garden Cambridge Rd
South Rd

GP field by hairdresser path
Lagde) Grove

South Rd

Meadow Walk

High St. GA

GP field by hairdress&néath
GP field by hairdress&néath
Garden Cambridge Rd
Garden Cambridge Rd
Garden Cambridge Rd
Abington Rk Farm

Chalky Road

Garden Cambridge Rd
Garden Cambridge Rd
Roman Road

High St. GA

Sluice wood

GardenBourn Bridge Rd
GardenBourn Bridge Rd
Sluice wood

Garden Cambridge Rd
Rec.Perse playing fields
Garden Cambiige Rd
Pampisford Rd

Abington Rk Farm

Top end of Chalky Road
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29.04.19
02.05.19
04.05.19
24.05.19
24.05.19
24.05.19
24.05.19
5& 7 June
13.06.19
14.06.19
18.06.19
19.06.19
26.06.19
May/June
Jure
June
June
06.07.19
02.07.19
02.07.19
15-26.07.19
14.07.19
24.07.19
August
29.08.19
21.08.19
28.08.19
30.08.19
01.09.19
01.09.19
06.09.19
06.09.19
09.09.19
13.09.19
13.09.19
15.09.19
15.09.19
19.09.19
22.09.19
01.10.19
01.10.19
04.10.19
04.10.19
04.10.19
13.10.19
22.10.19
October
01.11.19
14.11.19
21.11.19
27.11.19

WrFRFrFPPFPWONMNMNRPFPPORPEPW

(droppings)

(droppings)
1
3
1
several
1
several

NNENOORRP R R

1
several
7
1
1
several
1
1
1
2
several
1
several

several
several
3-4
7
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Bat LA Church 25.12.19 1
Muntjac HighSt GA 30.12.19 1
Bat Edge of Sluicé&/ood 31.12.19 1

&

) AL X
3. Polecat, Granta Pari3

an(AM) "~ 34; Fox, Sluice Wood July (AM)

1. %

35: Badger Visit South

37: Rabbit, Old Railway 12 Nov (AM)
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6. INSECTS

l. |l nsect rregmarttserasnd

This report covers mainly butterflies, bees, dragonflies and damselfliese &he the groups
that members recognize and can usually identify. Other invertebrates, hardly ever reported or
identified, are also mentioned at the end.

The total numbr of reports received this year was 1552, the most ever. The number of
butterfly repots was almost 1300, up considerably on the last few years.

There are four regular reporters (includes couples) and six occasional reporters.

. Butterfl i es

This was a mixe year for butterflies due to the very variable weather, particularly the large
amountof rain in June and the autumn months.

This year again we saw 24 of the 34 county resident species. A few of these were more
unusual for Abington with less than 10 oefs.

Small White butterflies topped the ranking in the reports, vditimstones in seond place;
these were seen in more months, from February until Noverkleadow Brownswere in
third place, followed byred Admirals andCommas Large Whites were next.

There were increasing numbersSpgeckled WoodsandOrange Tips which is encouraging.
Ringlets and Gatekeeperswere down in number agaiBmall Tortoiseshellswere down in
numbers from previous years probably due to the very dry weather in May andifg@ihn
June and therefore the lack of their food plants in flower.

Painted Ladieswed d not have an O6invasiond of these
when we saw hundreds (millions were seen in Britain). These butterflies migrate from
Morocco viaSpain and France: a very long migration, some of it over high mountains. They

like dry open spaces and feed mainly on thistlda Abington the Roman Road is a more

likely place to see them than our own gardens. From the chart on the next page yoa will se
that they were recorded in June, July and August.

First butterfly: Peacockon 8 Jar2019 Last butterfflRed Admiral on 18 Nov 2019

2019 Butterflies ranked by number of [ Fad &SI NRa
reports (top 12)

1 Small white 1

2 Brimstone 2

3 Meadow brown 4

4 Red admiral 9

5 Comma 8

6 Large white 3

7 Speckled wood 5

8 Painted lady Not in top 12
9 Holly blue 12

10 Orange tip 6

11 Peacock Not in top 12
12 Small tortoiseshell 7

The table overleaghows the butterflies seen in Abington in 2@&% month (2 species)
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2019 Butterflies Reports 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
rank ranked by in 2019
number of
reports
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
None
Small White 181 8 13 20 13 57 35 34
2 | Brimstone 161 27 29 27 30 14 18 12 3 1
3 | Meadow 114 45 57 12
Brown
4 | Red Admiral 104 1 2 15 31 25 26 2
5  Comma 103 4 9 6 2 1 36 20 21 3
6  Large White 91 2 3 2 7 43 24 9 1
7 | Speckled 71 6 16 14 8 13 13 1
Wood
8 | Painted Lady 69 18 20 22 9
9 | Holly Blue 68 13 39 15
10 | Orange Tip 61 1 31 26
11 | Peacock 57 1 1 10 11 2 3 17 9 3
12 | Small 49 5 3 2 1 9 17 11 1
Tortoiseshell
13 | Ringlet 38 3 30 5
14 | Gatekeeper 30 20 10
15 | Green Veined 27 4 5 1 11 6
White
16 | Large Skipper 17 11 1
17 | Small Heath 16 6 2 3
18 | Common Blue 9 1 5 2
19 | Small Copper 9 2 2 5
20 | Essex Skipper 7 3 4
21 Marbled White 7 1 6
22 | Small Skipper 6 1 5
23 Brown Argus 3 1 2
24 White Letter 1 1
Hairstreak
Total no of 1299 1 38 62 | 117 146 174 408 @213 125 11 4
reports

July was the best month with all 24 species being seen. November and December were both
exceptionally wet and therefore very f8utterflies

Note that the numbers in the table are not the numbeBsittdrfliesseen but ngorts of that species
being seemowever many.

. Ot hreepora s 201
I Bees

Bee numbers were well down on previous years. BurBleleswere reported from April
onwards but in much smaller numbers than in previous years; this reflects the national
situation. Burble Beescan be very active on the warm spring days, but the erratic weather
patterns meant that they did not always have the fogid plants in flower. Fewer reports of
Honey Beeghis year.

28



Abington Naturewatch The Record 2019

Bee species seen: Bufailed White Tailed RedTailedand TreeBumblebeesCarderBees
HoneyBeesand MiningBees

ii. Beeflies

Several reports deeflies in April and May.

iii. Damselflies

Fewer reports of damselflies this year

Species seen were Azure, Common Blue and Large Red damselflies and Banded demoiselles.

iv. Dragonflies

Reports of dagonflies included Blackrailed Skimmer CommonDarters Emperors and
larger numbers of Souern Hawkers.

v. Ladybirds

Very few reports of any ladybirds and maityour native 7 spot ladybirds. Very few reports
of harlequins.

vi. Moths
No moth events held this year.

HummingbirdHawkmothswere reported in increasing numbers and a few Cinridbtrs

vii. A notable spider
A Wasp Spidewas seen in August in a village garden and another on Granta Park.

TheWasp Spiders a very large, colourfidpiderthat is a recent arrival in the UK from the
continent and has slowly spread over the south of England. It builds large orb webs in
grassland and heathland and attaches its silksagg to the grasseEhey are not commonly
seenand are not poisonous.

Jennifer Hirsh

40: Buff tailed bumblebeé 16 Feb (AM)

39 Commai 24 Feb (AM)
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3

41: Hairy-footed flower bee, Lewis Ct. 13 Apr (AM)

Lot o

47. AzreDam elfly- 22 May(DLT) 48: LargéRed Damselfly 15 May (LAM)
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49: Greenveined White, Granta ParkMay (AM)

7

51: Honey Bee, pollen, Granta Parklay (AM) 52 HarlequinLadybirds Granta Park May (AM)

. Speckled Wood, Roman Road3 Jun (DF)
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N B

4 7 i ay
58 Painted Lady, Camb. RdJun (DLT)

V&
8. 5.

Mad £ : — 7.
61 Gatekeepers, Granta Parkul (AM)

—

Granta Park (AM)

62: Smal Skippe

u, Granta Parkul (AM)

63 White Letter Hairstreak, Granta ParBul (DB)
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69 B

lack-tailed Skimmer, Granta Parklul (AM) igh St Sep (WR)

T b 7/] i
il Ly

O

o T = s SR IR
71 Wasp Spider, High StAug (WR) 72 Common Dartelt , Granta Park Sep (AM)
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7. FLORA

During JanuarySnowdrop and Aconite flowered in abundance in Granta Park woadsl
were really at their best by mieebruary.Coltsfoot were reported in flower near Hildersham
Wood on 28 February, much earlier than tagar, andSweet VioletandCelandinewere in
flower on rough ground along the High Street, towards the end afidhéh.

Early in March, there were fantastic displaysSweetViolet in many places around the
village, including dark blue, pale blue antiite forms, and more than seen in previous years.
The first signs of spring were evident towards the end of thélmon Bourn Bridge Road,
White Dead NettleandPink Dead Nettlewere just in flower, as was a sin@ettercup. A
few Dandelion were in flower, as wereCelanding and many smalDaisiesand Thistles.
Mallow and Dock were in leaf, as were possibyomfrey and Cow Parsley On Granta
Park, there were man@owslipsin the field next to cricket ground, along with small blue
flowers, possiblyForget-me-Not, Dandelion, Dock Celandine and Speedwell Lords and
Ladies were in leaf but not in flower. A profusion &esh green foliage divild Arum and
Dog6s Mearpetad the Granta Park woods, along V@theet Violet Coltsfoot and
Speedwellin flower. On Cambridge Road, ofgduebell was seen, and along the old railway
cutting Blackthorn buds were about to burstnd the lovely yellowsallow flowers were out.
Hornbeam was starting to come into flower towards the end of the month.

April started with he last of theCelandineswhich had been very prettBluebells started in

the middle of the month, as well Bandelions and Daisieswhich have been very prolific.
This year Buttercups have also been good, in contrast to last year when they were generall
poor. Yellow Archangel flowered in Sluice Wood earlier in the month on Granta Park, and
Common Storksbill andEarly Forget-me-Not flowered throughout the month. By the end
of the month thémbellifers began to flower on many roadside verges @oavslips were
lovely on the oldai | way cutti ng, and also on the
Wayfaring Tree (Viburnum lantangwas also in full bloom at the end of the month, joined
by Hawthorn andElm. On 29" the firstRagwort flower was seen.

Early May braight fine displays oHawthorn in full flower, as well asihite Dead-nettle,
Hedge BedstrawandWood Forgetme-not. Profusions oButtercups and Oxeye Daisies
on the meadows in Granta Park, willommon Vetch Milk Vetch, Hedgerow Cranesbill
and Common Staksbill on the rough ope ground. Good areas @arlic Mustard and
Germander Speedwell as well asHerb Robert and Ground lvy were evident in Sluice
Wood. White Campion and, more unusualllRed Campionwas in flower along the Linton
Road verges at the enfithe month.

Bourn Bridge Road verges were showing significant signs of recovery by Bopgy were
showing well, and there were good flowers on hddwksbeard and Hawkweed Lady's
Bedstraw and Hedge Bedstrawwere not quite in flower but had plenty btids. Field
Sabiouswas coming on really well at the end of the month Godtsbeardwas setting seed
well. Wild Mignonette was just showing colour and one small patclsoérlet Pimpernel
was seenWild and Bladder Campion, Hogweed Cow Parsley and Hemlock were in
flower. There was a small amountXsdrrow . All along the verges there was also plenty of
Common Mallow. Unfortunately, there were masses Stinging Nettle too, as well as
Hedge Bindweedand Curled Dock. SeveralBee Orchid and one very rar&asp Orchid
werereported in Granta Park, as well@smmon Spotted Orchid andPyramidal Orchid

on the old railway cutting and on Granta Paviper's Bugloss was around every corner,
with an especially splendid show on the rough ground near the GrantanBarlentrance.
Knapweed Broomrapewas seen along the Roman Road, and during the Lackford Lakes visit
on 29", good examples @outhern Marsh Orchid and oneBee Orchidwere also seen.

In July, Chicory was growing especially well this year, on both sideBaurn Bridge Road
(previously only on one side)maybe the right weather conditionsnd at four other sites,
one just inside the gate at the top of Chalky Road and the others round Abingtorafark F
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Great Wild Carrot plants were seen for the firstnie inBourn Bridge Road verges, and
there was a profusion of flowers along the Roman Road near Worsted Lodge, with 38 species
being identified includingBladder Champion, Wild Mignonette, Creeping Cinquefoil,
Perforate St sedeahbmdveed @pes, Hedge Bedstraw Great Mullein,

Ribwort Plantain, Mugwort, Yarrow, Lesser BurdockandGoatsbeard

On 7th August, Sally Turnidge led an evening walk, principally to look at the flora along the
old railway cutting.The following species were recordeBurdock, Common Cudweed
Cotton Thistle, Great Bindweed Hemp Nettle, Knapweed Marjoram , Mignonette, Old
Man's Beard, Perforated St John's Wort Ragwort, Red Bartsia, Scabious Tease|
Toadflax, Weld, White Campion, Wild Parsnip andYellow Wort.

In Octobe, several floweringHimalayan Balsam plants were identified growing near the
sluice and were subsequently removed.

Sally Turnidge

77: Early Forgetme-not, Granta ParkApr (AM) 78 Speedwll, Granta Park Mar (AM)
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82 Cowslips, Granta ParkAp (A)

83: Storksbill, Granta ParkApr (AM) 84: Red Campion, Linton RdMay (DF)

85: Vetch, Granta ParkMay (AM) 86: Herb Robert, Granta Pariviay (AM)
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