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Executive Summary 

 

This statement sets out the reasons for the determination that the draft Great Abington Former 

Land Settlement Association (LSA) Estate Neighbourhood Plan is unlikely to result in significant 

environmental effects and therefore does not require a Strategic Environmental Assessment. In 

addition this statement determines that the making of the Great Abington Former LSA Estate 

Neighbourhood Plan is not likely to have a significant effect on a European site. 

 

This determination statement is intended to demonstrate that the Great Abington Former LSA 

Estate Neighbourhood Plan is compatible with certain European Union obligations as required 

by the basic conditions, namely: 

 

 Directive 2001/42/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 27 June 2001 on the 

assessment of the effects of certain plans and programmes on the environment; and 

 Article 6(3) and (4) of the EU Habitats Directive and with Regulation 61 of the Conservation 

of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 (as amended). 

 

Great Abington Parish Council and South Cambridgeshire District Council will publish this 

determination statement in accordance with the regulatory requirements. 
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Determination Statement 

 

This statement has been produced to ensure the Neighbourhood Plan will, when examined, 

comply with the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as amended) in particular 

Regulation 32 and Regulation 15(1)e(ii) of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) (Amendment) 

Regulations 2015. 

 

A neighbourhood plan is required to meet a number of basic conditions (which are set out in the 

Town and Country Planning Act 1990), one of which being it must not breach and must be 

otherwise compatible with EU and Human Rights obligations. This requires neighbourhood plans 

to fully consider the requirements of the SEA regulations1 which transpose the EU’s SEA 

Directive2 into law and which requires those making plans that could impact on the environment 

to consider whether they are likely to have a significant effect or not. 

 

Regulation 32 in the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as amended) sets 
out an additional basic condition to those set out in primary legislation. Regulation 32 states: 
“The making of the neighbourhood plan is not likely to have a significant effect on a European 
site (as defined in the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 (d)) or a 
European offshore marine site (as defined in the Offshore Marine Conservation (Natural 
Habitats, &c.) Regulations 2007 (e) ) (either alone or in combination with other plans or projects). 

 

A Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) and Habitat Regulations Assessment (HRA) 

Screening Opinion was prepared by Place Services on behalf of Great Abington Parish Council 

and South Cambridgeshire District Council for the Great Abington Former LSA Estate 

Neighbourhood Plan. An initial assessment was made available to the statutory environmental 

bodies (Natural England, Historic England and Environment Agency) for comment starting on 3rd 

May 2017. Revisions were made to the assessment after it had been made available to the 

statutory consultees on 3rd May, and therefore a revised version of the assessment (as included 

in Appendix 1) was made available to the statutory consultees on 25th May 2017. 

 

Consultation responses were received from the three statutory consultees. Their conclusions are 

summarised below, and their detailed comments are included in Appendix 2.  

 

 Historic England: On the basis of the information supplied, and in the context of the criteria 

set in out in Schedule 1 of the Environmental Assessment Regulations and the assessment 

duties in the Regulations, would take a view that a SEA is not required in this instance. 

 Natural England: Satisfied with the conclusions of the Screening Report, as given the scale, 

nature and location of development proposed, the Neighbourhood Plan is unlikely to have a 

significant adverse effect on the environment, including European sites. Satisfied that the 

Neighbourhood Plan can be screened out and does not require SEA or Appropriate 

Assessment. 

 Environment Agency: Due to resource pressures are no longer able to provide 

comprehensive bespoke advice on pre application enquiries, screening and scoping 

opinions. 

 

The SEA screening assessment considered that the Neighbourhood Plan would not have a 

significant effect on the environment in so far as:  

 

                                                
1
 Known fully as The Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004. 

2
 Known fully as Directive 2001/42/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 27 June 2001 on 

the assessment of the effects of certain plans and programmes on the environment. 
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 it does not allocate land for the development; and  

 there are no environmental considerations within the Neighbourhood Plan area that are 

considered likely to be significantly harmed as a result of the maximum scale of possible 

development resulting from Policy 2 (Additional Dwellings) of the Great Abington Former 

LSA Estate Neighbourhood Plan.  

 

The assessment concluded that the Neighbourhood Plan was not likely to have significant 

environmental effects and consequently that a strategic environmental assessment was not 

required. 

 

The HRA screening indicated that the Great Abington Former LSA Estate Neighbourhood Plan 

is not predicted to have likely significant effects on any European site, either alone or in 

combination with other plans and projects. 

 

Based on the screening opinion and having considered the consultation responses from the 

statutory environmental bodies, Great Abington Parish Council and South Cambridgeshire 

District Council determine that the Great Abington Former LSA Estate Neighbourhood Plan is 

unlikely to result in significant environmental effects and therefore does not require a strategic 

environmental assessment. The Councils also determine that the Neighbourhood Plan is not 

likely to result in significant effects on any European site. 
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Appendix 1: Strategic Environmental Assessment Screening for Great Abington Former 

Land Settlement Association Estate Neighbourhood Plan 

 

As part of the process of making a Neighbourhood Plan, Great Abington Parish Council has 

requested a screening opinion to see whether a Strategic Environmental Assessment is 

required. Such a requirement can be screened out if it is felt, based on the information available, 

that the Neighbourhood Plan would not have a likely significant environmental affect. 

 

A Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) and Habitat Regulations Assessment (HRA) 

Screening Opinion was prepared by Place Services on behalf of Great Abington Parish Council 

and South Cambridgeshire District Council for the Great Abington Former LSA Estate 

Neighbourhood Plan. 
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Neighbourhood Plan for the former Land Settlement Association Estate 
(LSA) at Great Abington: SEA / HRA Screening Report 

 

   

 

Appendix 2 

Great Abington Parish and Locations of the European (Natura 2000) 
sites within 8 and 20 km 

 

Source: Place Services, 2017 
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Appendix 2: Consultation Responses from the Statutory Environmental Bodies 

 

Historic England 

 

2nd June 2017 

 

Thank you for asking us to comment on the revised Screening Report for the Former Land 

Settlement Association Estate Neighbourhood Plan. 

 

I have reviewed the revised documentation and do not wish to make any further comment in 

addition to our initial advice, which I have attached again for reference. 

 

Please do give me a call if you have any queries, 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Edward James 

Historic Places Adviser, Planning Group | East of England, Historic England 

 

23rd May 2017 

 

Thank you for consulting Historic England on the SEA Screening Opinion Report produced by 

Places Services with regard to the draft Former Land Settlement Association Estate, Great 

Abington Neighbourhood Plan. 

 

For the purposes of this consultation, Historic England will confine our advice to the question, “is 

it likely to have a significant effect on the environment” in respect of our area of concern, cultural 

heritage. Our comments are based on the information supplied in the Strategic Environmental 

Assessment Screening Report of May 2017, produced by Place Services, along with the Draft 

Neighbourhood Plan for the former Land Settlement Association Estate at Great Abington, 

March 2017 (LSEENP). It is for the Council to make a final decision in terms of whether an SEA 

is required. 

 

On the basis of the information supplied and in the context of the criteria set in out in Schedule 1 

of the Environmental Assessment Regulations 'CRITERIA FOR DETERMING THE LIKELY 

SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECTS ON THE ENVIRONMENT' (Annex II of SEA Directive) and the 

assessment duties in the Regulations Part 2 (5) (6), Historic England would take a view that an 

SEA is not required in this instance. 

 

The Neighbourhood Plan Area incorporates the entire area of the Former Land Settlement 

Association Estate, and is bounded by Pampisford Road to the north and a combination of field 

boundaries and the Brent Ditch to the south. The A11 dual carriageway runs along the western 

boundary of the Neighbourhood Area, whilst to the east is the County boundary between 

Cambridgeshire and Essex. Nearby designated heritage assets include the following: 

- Brent Ditch (Scheduled Monument List Entry: 1006929) 

- South Lodge to Abington Hall (List Entry: 1331139) 

- Cottage to West of Newhouse Farm (List Entry: 1309946) 

 

From our reading of the LSEENP Screening Report it would appear that the Neighbourhood 

Plan is intended to generally shape how development comes forward within the Neighbourhood 
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Area, and allocates one area of land for a single dwelling, with policy criteria provided in Policy 

2: Additional Dwellings of the LSEENP. 

 

The views of other statutory consultation bodies should be taken into account before the overall 

decision on the need for an SEA is made. I would be pleased if you can send me a copy of the 

determination as required by Regulation 11 of the Environmental Assessment of Plans and 

Programmes Regulations 2004. 

 

Finally, we should like to stress that this opinion is based on the information provided by South 

Cambridgeshire District Council in its consultation. To avoid any doubt, this does not affect our 

obligation to provide further advice on later stages of the SEA process and potentially, object to 

specific proposals, which may subsequently arise in the Neighbourhood Plan where we consider 

that these would have an adverse effect upon the historic environment. 

 

If you have any questions with regards to the comments made then please do get back to me. In 

the meantime we look forward to continuing to work with you and your colleagues. 

 

Edward James 

Historic Places Adviser, Planning Group | East of England, Historic England 

 

Natural England 

 

12th June 2017 

 

Thank you for your consultation. 

 

Natural England has previously commented on this proposal and made comments to the 

authority in our letter dated 05 May 2017. 

 

The advice provided in our previous response applies equally to this proposal although we made 

no objection to the original proposal. 

 

The proposed amendments to the original application are unlikely to have significantly different 

impacts on the natural environment than the original proposal. 

 

Should the proposal be amended in a way which significantly affects its impact on the natural 

environment then, in accordance with Section 4 of the Natural Environment and Rural 

Communities Act 2006, Natural England should be consulted again. Before sending us the 

amended consultation, please assess whether the changes proposed will materially affect any of 

the advice we have previously offered. If they are unlikely to do so, please do not re-consult us. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Jacqui Salt 

Natural England Consultation Service 

 

5th May 2017 

 

Thank you for your email below requesting Natural England’s advice on the draft Strategic 

Environmental Assessment (SEA) and Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) Screening 

Report (May 2017) for the Great Abington Neighbourhood Plan. 
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Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to ensure that the 

natural environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of present and future 

generations, thereby contributing to sustainable development.  

 

Natural England is satisfied with the conclusions of the Screening Report, given the scale, 

nature and location of development proposed through the Neighbourhood Plan, that the Plan is 

unlikely to have a significant adverse effect on the environment, including European sites. We 

are therefore satisfied that the Neighbourhood Plan can be screened out and does not require 

SEA or Appropriate Assessment. 

 

I hope these comments are helpful. For any queries relating to the specific advice in this email 

only please contact Janet Nuttall on 0300 060 1239. For any new consultations, or to provide 

further information on this consultation please send your correspondences to 

consultations@naturalengland.org.uk. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Janet Nuttall  

Planning and Conservation Adviser, Area 08 Essex, Herts, Beds, Cambs & Northants Team 

 

Environment Agency 

 

17th May 2017 

 

Thank you for your consultation. 

 

An electronic copy of your response to the applicant would be appreciated. 

 

Please note, all planning related correspondence for the Environment Agency’s East Anglia Area 

(West) should be addressed to the following e-mail address to prevent any unnecessary delay; 

planning.brampton@environment-agency.gov.uk 

 

Screening & Scoping Opinions 

Due to resource pressures we are no longer able to provide you with comprehensive bespoke 

advice on pre application enquiries, screening and scoping opinions. We remain a statutory 

consultee for ES/EIAs so please continue to submit these for our review and comment. 

 

Notwithstanding the above I attach a copy of the Agency’s ‘Planning Application Guidance’ 

(PAG) document for the applicant’s assistance. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

Mr. T.G. Waddams 

Planning Liaison 

Environment Agency 

mailto:planning.brampton@environment-agency.gov.uk

