
      Great Abington Parish Council

Clerk: Mrs. PM Harper
17 Lewis Crescent, Great Abington, Cambridge CB21 6AG

A Meeting of Great Abington Parish Council was held on Monday 18th July 2016, in the meeting room at the Institute, Great Abington.
Those present at the meeting were: Mr Bernie Talbot (Chairman), Mrs Jane Bowen, Mr Stephen Johnson, Miss Louise Patten, Mrs Liz Sainsbury,  Mrs Pennie Zimmern, Paula Harper (Clerk), District Councillor Tony Orgee and County Councillor Topping (during the meeting) two members of the public. 


Meeting started at 7.19pm

22. OPEN FORUM  – The footpath between Chalky Road and Pampisford Road had kindly been cleared by Mr Bowen. Pennie Zimmern and Bernie Talbot asked that the councillors’ thanks be formally recorded.
23. APOLOGIES - Mrs Gaynor Farrant (unwell) and Louise Patten had explained that she would arrive during the meeting.
24. THE MINUTES FOR THE LAST MEETING HELD on 16th May 2016 were approved and signed.
25. COUNCILLORS OPPORTUNITY TO DECLARE WHETHER THEY HAD AN INTEREST TO DECLARE IN ITEMS TO BE DISCUSSED- none were declared
26. ACTIONS FROM THE LAST MEETING 

a) Debris on path between Magna Close & Meadow Walk had been cleared by the Highway Dept.

b) Churchyard fencing- new specification of post and rail fencing had been decided with a single length of barbed wire on the two boundaries where cattle were to be kept, with the entire fence rabbit-proofed; Clerk seeking new quotations from at least three contractors.
c) Update - Carly Freed, Housing Officer- offered this council the opportunity to bid for some residual Housing Dept. funds for a new light for path between Magna Close and Mortlock Gardens. This was now getting dealt with by Housing Office, Andrew Cole, who had just acknowledged receipt of the £1759.69 quotation from Balfour Beatty.
27. REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR PETER TOPPING- Councillor Topping arrived later during the meeting
28. REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR TONY ORGEE- copy of report supplied separately. Action Clerk to circulate this report by email.
The District Council Planning Committee discussion about the Hill’s planning application for 20 houses on Pampisford Road was deferred until August/September after meetings could be held with planners, developers and this councils; the concern raised was the concentration of affordable homes in one area of the site rather than being throughout the location.
Louise Patten arrived at the meeting

29. FINANCE

a) The Council authorised the payments in the table below which had been  checked and initialled at the Finance Working Party meeting held on 6th July attended by Bernie Talbot, Pennie Zimmern and Paula Harper.
	101063
	Plumridge
	Printing for village directories
	£196.80

	101064
	Abington Institute
	Hall usage Jan-Mar
	£60.00

	101065
	Majestic Garden Services
	June cut and spray
	£138.00

	101066
	Paula Harper 
	June and July pay(tax refund -78.40)
	£474.20

	101067
	Paula Harper 
	Stationery -’ink 
	£10.50

	101068
	Mike Gutteridge
	Annual audit
	£66.00

	101069
	Abington Institute
	Hall usage-April-June
	£188.00


Bank balances as at 30th June 2016

Community Account - £6,771.26  

Business Interest - £35,643.97

Active Saver Account (s106 funds) – £8,040.27

b) Income – Interest - £4.69, bus trip money £20 and funds surplus from the Queen’s birthday event £219.93 returned by Tasha Whitaker.
c) Internal Auditors Report
Review the internal auditor’s report and any actions required. This report with explanations from the Clerk had been circulated to councillors and discussed at the meeting of the Finance Working Party. The Internal Auditor suggested changes to the spreadsheet to include the section 137 payments, that had not been included in the supporting statement, which councillors agreed to. In addition to the report the internal auditors had suggested that the year to date figures be sent to councillors separately along with the section 137 figures and that it was only necessary to include them in the minutes twice a year, which councillors agreed to; the above changes were  proposed by Bernie Talbot and seconded by Pennie Zimmern with the support of all councillors.
d) Following a point raised by the internal auditor councillors amended the council’s budget for 2016/17 by adding expenditure of £500 to s.137 for the Parish Nurse scheme & a £1,000 contribution for new footpath light; this amendment was proposed by Bernie Talbot and seconded by Liz Sainsbury, with the support of all councillors.  
Action Clerk to email a copy of the updated budget to councillors.
e) The year to date income and expenditure figures table and the section 106 table had been sent to councillors separately. There were no queries from councillors about the figures.
f) Do councillors wish to be part of the Finance Working Party? Stephen Johnson volunteered to join this working party.
30. PLANNING

The Clerk showed councillors the new format response documents which gave the council’s planning committee options to support, object or make no recommendations over applications, as well as the opportunity to request a planning application be referred to the District Council’s planning committee for a decision. 


Action: Clerk to put a copy of this form in the back of the planning minute book for reference.
Parish Council recommendations: 

S/3181/15/FL - Hill Residential Ltd & Mr & Mrs Moore, land to the north of Pampisford Road - Proposed erection of 20 dwellings, associated access & landscaping.  
Parish Council recommended approval on 16.05.16

S/1615/16/FL -Mr J.Tilley, 45 North Road – First floor side and two storey rear extensions
Parish Council recommended refusal on 13.07.16

S/1433/16/OL- Roll Over Development Ltd- outline application for 8 dwellings, landscaping & associated infrastructure

Parish Council recommended refusal on 13.07.16

S/1601/16/FL- Mrs Ann Wilson, Barn at Cutting Road – covert barn to dwelling & relocate haystore

Parish Council recommended approval on 13.07.16

District Council decisions:

S/0977/16/FL- Mr Jacob Sturdy, 6 Meadow Walk – first floor extension over garage and single/ two storey extension.

Parish Council recommended approval on 16.05.16
SCDC refused the application on 28.06.16

	


31. ISSUES RAISED BY COUNCILLORS

a) The footpath between Cutting Road and Pampisford Road - hedges blocking path had been discussed with under Open Forum at the start of the meeting. 

b) Volunteers required to be trained as part of the Speedwatch team as next years’ minor improvement bid required data about speeding in the centre of the village. The speedwatch group was mainly Little Abington residents and the work was done in a group of three. Action: Jane Bowen to ask for volunteers in the ‘Abingtons and Hildersham News’.
c) Little Abington Parish Council succeeded in its bid for Local Highway Improvement funds for speed reduction measures on Newmarket Road – can this concil approve £1000 to be contribution from GAPC ? The Charimen from both councils had met with the highway officer working on the project who said measures could be created to reduce speeding between Granta Park and the Fourwentways roundabout, but that towards South Road there was no way to make drivers comply to a lower speed limit. The officer was asked to find a way to reduce speeding on this southern length of this road, although he said it was not likely to be a 50 mph speed limit. Any proposals for changes to Newmarket Road would go out to public consultation. Bernie Talbot proposed that this council contribute £1000 to speed limit reduction measures if changes were made to areas of the road between Granta Park and North/South Road, which was seconded by Louise Patten, with the support of all councillors.
d) Carly Freed- maintenance of area around the Magna Close notice board and the dangerous tree on footpath to Chalky Road. Action: Clerk to contact the new officer Andrew Cole to ask for this area to be trimmed annually rather than a major cut every few years.
e) Applications for the Local Highway Improvement (LHI) Scheme open earlier this year, does the council wish to make an application? Speeding in the centre of the village was raised as well as speeding in Magna Close where lots of children play. Councillors considered applying for measures to reduce speeding in the whole village.  Bernie Talbot suggested apply for a 20 mph limit in the centre of the village. It was suggested that ‘Children at play’ signs could be erected in Magna Close to warn drivers to drive slower. Action: Clerk to investigate signs. The deadline for LHI applications was 30th November. It was noted that the item had not been budgeted for so would need to be added to the budget for 2017-2018. 
Councillors Peter Topping arrived at the meeting and Liz Sainsbury left the meeting.

27. REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR PETER TOPPING
The County Council had funding for potholes and roadworks so areas needing work should be highlighted. Councils said work was required on Newmarket Rad towards South Road and on Pampisford Road to fill the gaps by the speed humps, as well as in Mortlock Gardens.

The highway officer was called Evan.Laughlin@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
Devolution is a big issue but also an opportunity to get a sizable amount of government money for affordable homes and infrastructure. The new council body would include Cambridgeshire councils and Peterbrough councils but not Norfolk or Suffolk. People should express their reviews during the current consultation.

32. REPORT FROM THE RECREATION GROUND COMMITTEE- there had not been a meeting since the May meeting. The soil where the shrubs had been removed near the gym equipment had been flattened and the fencing was going to be put up. 
33. REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE FOR ABINGTON HOUSING (CAH) The planning applications for the Church Lane and Linton Road sites had not been submitted to the District Council yet. Action: Bernie Talbot to circulate a report compiled by Hill to show the comments they had received at the public consultation held about the plans for the two sites at Linton Road and Church Lane. 
34. REPORT FROM THE LIAISON GROUP- there had not been a meeting since the May meeting.
35. UPDATE ON COACH TRIP ON 5TH August

a) Update on the number of people attending. To date 39 seats out of the 47 had been filled for the trip to Felixstowe, which was much better than in previous years.
36. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

Update- 50% of residents had replied to the consultation about transport and more replies were being chased up. Information was being sought about the estate when it was sold off in the 1980’s to establish a ‘base line’ on what was on each site; a survey undertaken in the 1980s containing some of this information was held by the History Group. A workshop on neighbourhood plans at SCDC was to be attended by Jane Bowen and Alison Johnson.
Councillor Orgee suggested that some landowners had not received the consultation paperwork; Mrs Emma Stewart was trying to get further landowner contact details from the Estate Roads Management Group.

37. REVIEW THE FINANCIAL REGULATIONS, THE RISK MANAGEMENT POLICY AND THE INTERNAL STATEMENT OF CONTROL.

a) What changes does the council wish to make to the Financial Regulations? The suggested amended value of £500 requiring three quotations was agreed. Councillors to keep parts 5.6 and 5.7 and that these should be reviewed and acted upon.
b)  Are any amendments required to the Risk Management Policy and the Statement of Internal Control?

Councillors agreed that the Risk Management Policy did not need changing but agreed to remove the last sentence of the Statement of Internal Control and replace it with:’this year there were no matters to be addressed’.

The above reviews and amendments were proposed by Bernie Talbot, and were seconded by Jane Bowen with the support of all councillors.
38. CORRESPONDENCE

a)  SCDC - Consultation on Devolution - The Cambridgeshire and Peterborough deal follows initial proposals by Government for a deal covering the whole of East Anglia.

b) Greater Cambridgeshire City Deal Team - City Deal – A1307 Three Campuses to Cambridge consultation. It was suggested that a Park and Ride facility at Abington would reduce the traffic to Cambridge but would not reduce the traffic on the A1307. Councillor Orgee advised the meeting that traffic flow was being monitored on the A1307 and through villages leading to the A1307. It was thought there was a significant bottleneck at the A1307/Linton junction and hold-ups at the college traffic lights, so P & R closet to Haverhill with a bus lane into Cambridge might be a good option. Action; Bernie to draft a response from the council and circulate it to councillors.   
c) Parish Green Energy Event (29th October?) – Peter Brunning
39. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING’S AGENDA on 18th September – None were suggested
Meeting closed at 9.00pm

	

	

	

	

	


 And going onto the A1307 through villages.t

