
      Great Abington Parish Council

Clerk: Mrs. PM Harper
17 Lewis Crescent, Great Abington, Cambridge CB21 6AG

A Meeting of Great Abington Parish Council was held on Monday 21st November 2016, in the meeting room at the Institute, Great Abington.
Those present at the meeting were: Mr Bernie Talbot (Chairman), Mrs Jane Bowen, Miss Louise Patten, Mrs Liz Sainsbury,  Mrs Pennie Zimmern, Paula Harper (Clerk), and four members of the public. 


Meeting started at 7.19pm

58. OPEN FORUM – Concerns were raised about Pampisford Road being closed from 8am for the funrun on 2nd October, when the fun run was between 10.30-12.30am, and the fact that residents had not been notified of this closing time. Although access to residents should have been possible the contractors were over-vigilant and had stopped all traffic by their positioning of the bollards. Action: Clerk to ask the organisers of the fun run to make sure that access is still possible for local residents when the road is closed.

The clearance of the footpath between North and South Road had been done by the County Council, but local residents needed to cut back their shrubs too; the Clerk had contacted them. 

It was highlighted that a  van parked regularly outside the Institute made visibility difficult when leaving the Institute car park, but it was felt nothing could be done.

Orestis Tzortzoglou (Development Director for Granta Park) spoke at the meeting about the construction of the Illumina building. He explained that the Gilliard building was due to be completed in December and that the noisy piling stage for the Illumina building was complete although there would still be some excavation work on-going; the building was due to be completed in November 2017.
Granta Park had sent a proposal to the Highway Dept. about creating a new temporary access onto the site on Pampisford Road to allow construction traffic access between 7-9am and 3-5 pm; the traffic would either enter or leave using the new access and the existing entrance. 

It was highlighted that the District Council had set a threshold for traffic using the site and once this was reached it would trigger a change. It was suggested that there were weight restrictions on Pampisford Road and Jane Bowen suggested that a new permanent access on Newmarket Road  should be created, away from the roundabout..   
Louise Patten asked Granta Park to consider the affects the traffic congestion had on the local community and to spend funds to improve the situation. Jane Bowen asked what actions had been taken to reduce car usage.
Orestis Tzortzoglou said he would take back the comments and concerns raised at the meeting and agreed to send the latest traffic survey and tracking survey. He suggested that the next meeting be about traffic and vehicle usage.

Ann Wilson, a resident neighbouring Granta Park’s Illumina site said the building work started at 7.30am and  was very obtrusive with big lights on site and a new crane with a lit cab, which the meeting was told would be on site until November 2017. The construction working times were 0.800-16.00hours Monday to Friday and 8.00-13.00 hours on Saturday. Lights remained on after hours for security purposes but the path lights for pedestrian were not working. The car park lights remain on all night despite the council asking for them to be turned off several times. 
Mrs O’Farrell said she was concerned that North Road was being used as a rat run by Granta Park drivers; Orestis said it was very difficult to monitor. Contractors had been asked not to use Pampisford Road but it was very difficult to monitor.

Orestis Tzortzoglou explained that Biomedrealty owned Granta Park.  

59. APOLOGIES- Councillor Orgee
60. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FOR THE LAST MEETING – The minutes for the meeting held on 18th July 2016 were approved and signed.
61. DO ANY COUNCILLORS HAVE INTERESTS TO DECLARE IN ITEMS TO BE DISCUSSED DURING THE MEETING? DO ANY COUNCILLORS HAVE ANY BENEFITS/GIFTS TO DECLARE?

No interests were declared.
62. ACTIONS FROM THE LAST MEETING 

a) Churchyard fencing revised specification.- a further quote had been obtained from the selected contactor for additional work to clear the hedge at the front (for security purposes)at a cost of £400-500.. Councillors approved this additional cost which was proposed by Jane Bowen and seconded by Bernie Talbot, with the support of all councillors. 

b) Update – from Andrew Cole, Housing Officer on a new light for path between Magna Close and Mortlock Gardens. The new light would be paid for completely by the District Council.
c) Mobile phone signal in village. The Clerk had found it impossible to contact ‘O2’ about the problem but had been advised by ‘Three’ that the network improvements were scheduled for this area on 22nd November. 

d) Update on the overgrown area at the entrance to Magna Close and tree overhanging footpath to Chalky Road. The entrance to Magna Close would be cleared on 13th January and the Clerk had written to the owners of Strawberry Farm about the footpath clearance. The tree obstructing the path was thought to be on land owned by the Braithwaite family; action Bernie Talbot to establish whether they owned this land and could cut back the tree.
e) Update on investigation to erect ‘Children at play’ signs at the entrance to Magna Close. The Clerk had problems getting a response from Peter Taylor the highway officer- action Clerk to try to arrange a meeting.
f) Overgrown shrubs along Linton Road, along the footpath between South Road and North Road and along the footpath to Chalky Road. Action: Bernie Talbot to ask if Brian Moore could arrange help to trim the boundary to land owned by Mitches family (who no longer live locally) on Linton Road. The Clerk had written to two households who may be responsible for the overgrown shrubs on the footpath between North and South Road. 
g) Feedback the council’s concerns about a possible new entrance being created for construction traffic on Pampisford Road and for noise and vibrations to be monitored during construction. This was discussed within the ‘open forum’ part of the meeting
h) Request clarification from Smithson-Hill about what they are proposing to build on land near Hinxton/Sawston.

The group had agreed to send something in writing after their next meeting. 
63. REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR PETER TOPPING – no report had been received.
64. REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR TONY ORGEE – a report was circulated to councilors and contained recommendations on how the City Deal funds could be used including how greenways and cycleways should be linked together and how costly a bridge over the A1307 would be.  
65. SETTING A BUDGET AND PRECEPT FOR 2017-2018

a) Can councillors agree a budget based upon the prepared draft budget? It was suggested the Recreation Ground may wish to increase their precept as re-fencing the play area would be very costly. The proposed budget had been discussed and amended at a meeting of the Finance Working Group on 18th November and no further changes were made.
b) Can councillors agree what precept the council will require in the next financial year. 

Councillors accepted the proposed budget for 2017-18 and agreed the precept would be £12,000; this was proposed by Gaynor Farrant and seconded by Liz Sainsbury, with the support of all councillors.
66. FINANCE

a) Can the Council authorise the payments in the table below which have been checked by the Finance Working Party against invoices? Councillors authorised the payments below which was proposed by Gaynor Farrant and seconded by Liz Sainsbury, with the support of all councillors.

	101074
	PKF Littlejohn
	Audit
	£120.00

	101075
	Majestic Garden Services
	Grass cut 14th Sept
	£78.00

	101076
	Sally Phipps
	Flowers for beds 
	£28.25

	101077
	CAMBS County Council 
	LHI contribution A1307 junction 
	£1000.00

	101078
	Paula Harper 
	Pay Oct & Nov(pay incr incl) 
	£407.00

	101079
	Post Office Ltd
	Tax Oct & Nov
	£3.40

	101080
	Majestic Garden Services 
	Cut 12th Oct
	£78.00

	101081
	Abington Institute
	July-Sept
	£82.00

	101082
	VOID
	
	

	101083
	Abington Recreation Ground
	2nd half of precept
	£1,968.75

	101084
	Paula Harper-stamps, ink, phone
	Tax from August & September
	£91.31

	101085
	Pennie Zimmern
	Repay tip for coach driver to coast
	£20.00


b/ Income - £6,000.00- precept.

c) The year to date income and expenditure figures table has been sent to councillors separately. There were no queries from councillors.

d) As part of the review of the Financial Regulations, Stephen Johnson attended a meeting of the Finance Working Party on 15th November and will review/verify bank reconciliations (for all accounts) produced by the Clerk. 

e) Will the council authorise the Clerk to set up bank transfer facilities and /or internet access for the council’s accounts? Councillors authorised the Clerk to set up internet access to the existing accounts: this was proposed by Jane Bowen and seconded by Liz Sainsbury, with the support of all councillors. – action Clerk
f) Update on annual return. The annual return was completed without any queries and details of it had been posted up on the notice board and on the website.
Bank balances as at 31st October 2016

Community Account - £6,869.53 – £3856.71 in chq to clear = £3,012.82 

Business Interest - £40,148.41 – 3rd October 

Active Saver Account (s106 funds) – £8,040.27 

67. PLANNING

a) Format of the minutes of planning meetings. To ensure that all the details of the planning meetings were recorded councillors agreed that a minute template should be created and worked with and amended until a completely satisfactory version had been agreed and then this could be created as a minute book; action; Clerk to create a template to start with. Members of the public should be warned that their comments would be recorded.
The notice advertising planning meeting should go onto the website. Action: Jane Bowen to create simple instructions for the Clerk to do this.
Louise Patten left the meeting.

b) Applications and appeal to be considered at the meeting:

S/2738/16/FL –BMR, Site 5, Granta Park – refurbishment of existing building with second floor plant enclosure, external stair etc 

Parish Council recommended approval with the support of all councillors present except Jane Bowen who abstained.
As details of the following application had not been seen by all councillors it was agreed it would be considered at a separate planning meeting to be arranged by the Clerk:
S/3371/16/FL Mr & Mrs Parkin, 33 Magna Close – new dwelling

Appeal:

S/0977/16/FL –Mr Jacob Sturdy, 6 Meadow Walk- first floor extension over existing dwelling & part single, part two storey extension.

Parish Council had recommended approval 

Councillors all agreed that as they had recommended approval of this application they had no further comments to add for the appeal.
Parish Council recommendations: 

S/1433/16/FL Roll Over Development Ltd , land to the rear of Strawberry Farm– outline application with all matters reserved except means of access for residential development of 8 dwellings etc

Parish Council recommended refusal on 29.10.16

S/2589/16/FL – Telefonica (UK) Ltd- roundabout between A11 & Pampisford Road - installation of 17.5 m pole with 6 antennas & 2 microwave dishes etc

Parish Council recommended approval on 17.10.16

District Council decisions:

S/0681/16/FL –Mr& Mrs E. Randall, 77 High Street - existing garage rebuilt and annexe at rear of garage

Parish Council recommended refusal on 17.10.16

District Council approved on 11th November
S/1337/16/FL -Mr Ooi, 4 Mortlock Gardens

Insertion of first floor window in side elevation

Parish Council recommended refusal on 05.09.16

District Council refused on 10th October 

S/3181/15/FL - Hill Residential Ltd & Mr & Mrs Moore, land to the north of Pampisford Road - Proposed erection of 20 dwellings, associated access & landscaping- amended designs and layout 
Parish Council recommended approval on 05.09.16

District Council approved on 16.11.16
Action: Bernie Talbot to contact SCDC and Hill Residential to remind them that local people should have the first option on the affordable homes.

S/1926/16/VC – Phase 2 Land (Zone1), Granta Park

Variation of condition 2 to application S/1926/16/VC

Parish Council made no recommendation on 18.08.16

District Council approved on 22.09.16
S/2199/16/FL – Site 6, Granta Park- service enclosure

Erection of amended servicing enclosure comprising bike and storage and plant area (as approved under application S/2254/15/FL) Location: Site 6, Granta Park, Great Abington, Cambridgeshire, CB21 6GP Applicant: BioMed Realy. 

Parish Council recommended approval on 26.09.16

District Council approved on 01.11.16
Appeal decisions:

S/0569/16/FL- Mr J.Tilley, 45 North Road – demolition of existing outbuilding and erection of a barn

Appeal allowed 13th October

68. SPEED REDUCTION MEASURES FOR NEWMARKET ROAD

a) Update on latest proposal. Speed reduction to 50 mph from the Fourwentways to the Granta Park roundabout and along Pampisford Road, where there isn’t a 30 mph limit.
Action: Clerk to contact Peter Taylor from Highways design about the lack of lighting at the Pampsford Road chicane.

	


69. ISSUES RAISED BY COUNCILLORS

a) Cut down tree between 17-19 Mortlock Gardens damaging wall? Bernie Talbot met Andrew Cole (SCDC Housing Officer) who established that the land where the tree was had been owned by Trend Housing Ltd who went out of business and was now owned by a dormant company. Pennie Zimmern proposed that the council cut down this multi-stemmed field maple, which was seconded by Bernie Talbot, with the support of all councillors – action Clerk 
b) Designation of field approaching the church as a protected green space. The deadline for registering land had passed.
70. REPORT FROM THE RECREATION GROUND COMMITTEE
Over the next few months the committee planned to replace two toddler swing seats, repair the multi-sport area and put up a new fence around the play area. Other work planned included creating a woodland area on a piece of land approaching the church boundary, re-enforcing the ground around the table tennis table and leveling the land near the church boundary. The committee may also want to change the multi-sport area.
71. REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE FOR ABINGTON HOUSING (CAH)

a) Update – the land on the Pampisford Road site was likely to be sold to the developers in January with work planned to 

start in the Spring, so that people would be able to move into the new houses a year later.

b) Pampisford Road public open space- Does the council wish to take on ownership of recreation land at the new housing development on Pampisford Road? Hill Residential had contacted Bernie Talbot to ask if this council would take ownership of the public area within the development with a £2,000 legacy (which had been set by SCDC). Pennie Zimmern proposed that the council agree to take ownership of this land, and Gaynor Farrant seconded the proposal, with the support of all councillors.

72. REPORT FROM POLICE LIAISON MEETING
The police panel reported that 50% of the streets in the area do not have any crime. ‘White van crime’ (burglaries) were frequently not investigated unless there was forensic evidence. It was now possible to report car drivers littering on the police website.

Jane Bowen suggested that Stephen Johnson asked at the next police panel meeting how long it would take the police to respond to an emergency call from Great Abington (now the police were based in Histon or Cambourne).
73. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

a) Update – The neighbourhood plan (NP) was being drafted and the group had been visited by a representative from ACRE. In January another representative from ACRE would meet with some members of the NP/Land Settlement Association working group to complete a grant application for up to £9,000 to cover the costs of the plan.

b) Financial support for the NP/LSA working group was needed for  the £400 required for a one off consultation meeting with a representative from ACRE and a consultant, to complete an application form for funds to cover the costs of the NP.  Liz Sainsbury proposed that the council pay the costs of £400 to cover the meeting with a representative from ACRE and a consultant, which was seconded by Pennie Zimmern with the support of all councilors.
c) Electricity supply to the former LSA and Pampisford Road. The power supply to these roads was not on a circuit like most supplies, which meant that when work was done locally it could not be re-routed. It seemed Powernetworkuk had a programme of work to create a circuit supply. Action: Clerk to put pressure on them to do this work soon. 
74. CORRESPONDENCE

a) Email about unsafe wall opposite 47 Mortlock Gardens received on 20th July – dealt with earlier in meeting under section 69a.

b) Email about disruption caused by work on the Illumina building at Granta Park. Bernie Talbot and some residents had met with representatives from Granta Park.
c) Parish Green Energy Event held on 29th October was extremely well supported.
d) The Pensions Regulator – letter informing the council of its staging date of 1st May to choose a pension scheme and start a declaration of compliance.

e) SCDC - Tree work applications are to be treated differently in future – email circulated to councillors
f)  Local Government Boundary Commission: final recommendations circulated to councillors
g) Letter from Mr E. Randall requesting under the Freedom of Information act details of the planning meeting held on 17th October. The Clerk had sent all the information requested..

75. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING’S AGENDA on 16th January  
Holiday dates?               







Meeting closed at 9.17pm

	

	

	

	

	



