
      Great Abington Parish Council

Clerk: Mrs. PM Harper
17 Lewis Crescent, Great Abington, Cambridge CB21 6AG

A Parish Council meeting was held on Monday on Monday 15th July 2019, in the meeting room at the Abington Institute.

Those present at the meeting were: Mr Bernie Talbot (Chairman), Mrs Jane Bowen, Miss Louise Patten, Mrs Emma Pery, Mrs Liz Sainsbury, Mrs Pennie Zimmern, District Councillor John Batchelor, County Councillors and District Councillor Henry Batchelor, the Clerk and nine members of the public. 

Meeting started at 7.15pm 
29. Open Forum – Mr Wagstaff came to the meeting to respond to an item on the agenda raised by a parishioner, concerned that a dog day care centre was operating on his property. He explained that his daughter was working as a dog walker and groomer, which she did at peoples’ homes, not at the Wadstaff home. When dogs needed minding when the owners were on holiday, his daughter lived in the dog owners’ homes. Mr Wagstaff explained that the dogs at his address are their pets.
Another resident made an observation about the Neighbourhood Plan’s (NP) policy that all new dwellings built required the demolition of the original piggery; he was concerned implementation of this policy was removing traces of the area’s heritage. It was felt that the NP should be applied by the planning officers using common-sense rather than in the rigid way it was currently being used; with the support of John Batchelor, Bernie Talbot was to arrange a meeting with the planning officers and development control to see if the NP could be revised to ensure it was used as the parish had intended. The aim of the meeting would be to: discuss how the NP was being interpreted, whether a statement from this council would influence planning officers’ use of the policy and the loss of the piggeries.  
It was agreed that the Council should not investigate getting the only remaining unmodified house on the old Land Settlement Estate listed.

30. Apologies - Mr Tony Orgee,  
31. The minutes for meetings on 6th June 2019 were approved and signed.
32. Do any Councillors have interests to declare in the items to be discussed during the meeting? Has the Clerk granted any dispensations under section 33 (1) of the Localism Act and the basis is set out under section 33(2)? No interest declared or dispensations granted? No interests were declared at the start of the meeting or dispensations granted.
33. Report from District Councillor and County Councillor Henry Batchelor – Report emailed and circulated by the Clerk after the meeting.
The Greater Cambridge Partnership was consulting on three design for Whittlesford Station, including the car park; the deadline for comments was the end of July. They were also consulting people on plans for the junction between Babraham High Street and the A1307; the deadline for comments was the end of July.  
The combined authority which includes Cambridge and Peterborough had published a draft transport plan about public transport and the road network; it includes local roads so was worth commenting on before the deadline at the end of August.
The local Child Centre at Sawston had requested that people feedback any gaps they believe existed in the current service; these can be sent to Henry Batchelor.
The District Council ha appointed a new Chief Executive, Liz Watts who would start later in the year ,and they were also running an electoral review to identify any problems. Jane Batten suggested this council invite the new Chief Executive to meet with this council along with Little Abington and Hildersham once she starts – action Clerk.  
34. Report from District Councillor John Batchelor – Report emailed and circulated by the Clerk after the meeting.

Improvements planned for the A1307 were behind schedule, due to legal problems with changing the speed limit to 50 mph on the dual carriageway. The bus lane, the Hildersham to Linton cycleway and the three-way traffic lights at the Hildersham/A1307 junction would be underway soon.
Plans were online for the Greater Cambridge Partnership’s Cambridge South East project.

Action: John Batchelor to pass on Bernie Talbot’s displeasure, to District Council officers, about the lack of response he got to his email enquiries about the planning application the council considered taking to a judicial review; even senior members of the planning team failed to acknowledge his emails.

35. Planning 

a) Planning application and Appeals to be considered at the meeting:
S/2154/19/FL – Mr J. Tilley. 45 North Road – demolish barn & convert adjacent barn to four bedroom house.
Councillors agreed to object to the plan and request it be considered by the Planning Committee.

Comments: The paper plans appeared to be different to the online plans, and the plans did not accurately show all the buildings on the site as houses were missing from each plan. The site was already over-developed and the building to be converted was not the old piggery, as required by the Neighbourhood Plan (NP). The size of building exceeds the building sizes agreed in Neighbourhood Plan, even if only half of of it was used as a dwelling. The building planned for development was not the old piggery, and one to be demolished was not old piggery; the old piggery would remain, which went against the NP policies. The height of the planned new building would exceed the height of primary building so needed to be lower to conform to the NP policies.   Action: Clerk to circulate draft comments for planning application
Appeals to Secretary of State:

APP/W0530/W19/3229066- S/4808/18/FL -Mr Roman Lesniak, land adjacent to 16 Chalky Road-. An appeal against the district Council decision. proposed new dwelling
The proposed dwelling was not on the site of an old piggery and site not part of the original dwelling and had been farmland. The subsidiary dwelling had been approved on application S/1069/19/FL on the site of the original piggery at 16 Chalky Road.

APP/W0530/W19/3229067- S/1086/19/FL -Mr Roman Lesniak, land adjacent to 16 Chalky Road- proposed new dwelling. An appeal against non-determination of application.

b) Parish Council recommendations & District Council decisions on separate sheet
36. Finance
a) The year end figures are on website and the required documents had been sent to the auditors

b) Income – precept £6000.00 & section 106 funds £36,023.80.
c) The council approved the revised supporting statement for the year end, with a proposal from Liz Sainsbury which was seconded by Jane Bowen, with the support of all councillors. 

Payment to be authorised by councillors:

	101199
	Abington Recreation Ground 
	Precept (first half)
	£2,067.50

	101200
	Cambs County Council
	Pedestrian lights energy & maintenance
	£757.29

	101201
	Teeslaw
	Judicial review advice 
	£1,224.00

	101202
	Abington Institute
	Litter pick refreshments
	£20.00

	101203
	Glenn Broad
	Churchyard grass cutting
	£49.00

	101204
	Mike Gutteriedge
	Internal Audit
	£375.00

	101205
	Glenn Broad
	Churchyard grass cutting
	£49.00

	101206
	Michael Diggins
	Clean of pedestrian crossing signs 
	£10.00

	101207
	Roman Rd & Fleam Dyke
	Annual Subscription
	£30.00

	101208
	Paula Harper
	Pay June & July (£8 backpay in RTI transaction)- no tax yet,(new code)
	£535.64


d) The Council authorised the payments in the table above with a proposal from Liz Sainsbury which was seconded by Emma Pery, with the support of all councillors 

e) Bank balances as at 1st June 2019:
Community Account - £47,490.95  

Business Interest - £25,736.90
Active Saver Account (s106 funds) – £25,522.11
37. Standing Orders

Review and update the council’s standing orders- Councillors approved the updated version of Standing orders to be signed by the Chairman and Clerk, with a proposal from Jane Bowen which was seconded by Liz Sainsbury, with the support of all councillors.  

38. Actions from the last meeting 

a) Councillors selected a coach company for the bus trip to Hunstanton on 30th August from the quotes obtained; Bernie Talbot proposed the council use Mil-Ken, which was seconded by Louise Patten with the support of all councillors.
b) Update on new notice board. The new notice boad should be installed by the end of July.
c) The damage to road by Hill’s contractors opposite the bungalow (path and dip in road) and Pampisford Road.  On 10th July Bernie Talbot met with Nicola Burden(NB), Highway Officer, to discuss various road and path improvements/repairs: NB to ask colleague to investigate getting the 30mph sign moved closer to A1307 on Linton Road, NB checking boundary concerning cutting back trees along Linton Road, NB agreed to lowered curbs were required in Magna Close but the council might need to contribute to the cost, the County Council would write to household with overgrown hedges if Parish Council letters failed to get action- action Pennie Zimmern and Bernie Talbot to identify households with overgrown hedges. The path between Mortlock Gardens and Lewis Close was in a poor state and may be owned by District Council, ambition to extend footpath from Moorefield to Cutting Road, NB to repair chicane, footpath sign leading to footpath crossing over A1307 had been cleaned, trees on Linton Road obstructing visibility when traveling from A1307- NB to investigate ownership of trees, NB took photos of damage on footpath between Pampisford Road and Chalky Road after the poor BT repair, tree team to check the safety of three trees on A1307 behind Abington Lodge and loose curb outside school had been reported on County Council portal many times.
d) Update on transfer of land on Moorefield development to Council. Several solicitors’ letters had been received stating that work was progressing.
e) The Highway Dept had been contacted about the three trees on A1307 verge, adjacent to Abington Lodge, requiring attention.

f) Contacting the Police and Crime Commissioner about visiting local councils. Action : Jane Bowen to contact them.
g) Selection of contractor to cut back verge along side the footpath between Pampisford Road and Cutting Road; three contractors were contacted but only one quoted. Glenn Broad quoted £160.00 to cut the verge and collect the debris between Pampisford Road and Chalky Road for a price of £160.00,Bernie Talbot proposed the council accept Glenn Broad’s quote, which was seconded by Louise Patten with the support of all councillors.  
h) High Street beech hedge over-hanging road. The Clerk had written to the two households.
39. Items raised by councillors

a) Magna Close entrance grassed area overgrown and nettles were overhanging the path. Does the council wish to get the area cut at it’s own expense (last cut end of May by CCC). Get Glenn Broad to cut down the grassed area at the entrance to Magna Close and cut back the nettles for £25.00, when required was proposed by the Bernie Talbot and seconded by Louise Patten with the support of all councillors
b) To highlight pedestrians crossing on A1307- the two pedestrian signs had been cleaned.
b) Feedback from football group – no one knew what this item was about.
c) Suggestion that the 30 mph limit be extended to the entrance of kennels so closer to the A1307 on Linton Road. Discussed earlier in meeting under item 38c.
d) Ask Highway dept to look at blind bend from A1307 onto Linton Road to see if improvements can be made. Discussed earlier in meeting under item 38c.

e) Local Highway Initiative application – 4th Aug deadline. Does the council want to submit an application? Councillors had decided that it would fund the speed reduction through village.
f) Cleaning rubbish out of the river- The river was regarded as a being clear of rubbish as the Riverwatch group looked after it.
g) Approach South Cambs. District Council regarding an overview of the former LSA in relation to buildings without planning permission. Discussed earlier in meeting under item 34.

h) Complaints that a doggy day care centre business on South Road, appears to be operating from the site and advertising in the village shop. Discussed earlier in meeting during the Open Forum.
i) The chicane on Pampisford road - broken again and now consists of three bollards. Discussed earlier in meeting under item 38c.

j) Parking on the high street by Moorefield. Action : Clerk to write to all households on both sides of the road requesting vehicles stop parking blocking the road for buses/cars and the pavements; request that they park in their drives. 
h) Suggestion that dog poo bin be installed opposite entrance to Magna Close – action Clerk. A poo bag dispenser could be added once the bin was installed. 
Louise Patten left the meeting
40 Feedback from Emma Pery on training attended about trees and hedges – Emma mentioned the highlights of the training. Action: Emma to circulate her report after.
41. Correspondence
Liz Sainsbury declared an interest and did not get involved in discussion of item a. 

a) Email from Alan Cooke consulting the council about plans for the Abington Fun Run in October. Do councilors have any comments about the route and timings? The council had no comments or concerns about the plans.
b) Dog on North Road snapping through hole in the fence at passing walkers/dogs. Clerk had written to owner requesting the fencing be improved.
c) ARCC public exhibition at ARCC conference room held on 10th July. Bernie Talbot attended the exhibition which showed plans that had been shown to the District Councils design panels. Sewage and rain water would be contained on site. The plans involved bamboo structures, solar panels and lots of cycle parking. The company may have open days for the public. The section 106 funds could be used for the path along Pampisford Road – action Clerk to speak with section 106 officer about this or planning officer.
d) StopNUTown - Great Chesterford Parish Council challenging the creating of new town on the North Essex/South Cambridgeshire border. Email about seeking funding and support to oppose new town in District. Bernie Talbot proposed the council volunteer to contribute £7,000 and to make them aware if more funds were needed they should contact the council, which was seconded by Pennie Zimmern with the support of all councillors; action Clerk to check this was within the council’s powers to make this contribution.  
e) From Footpath Group - explore the possibilities of having a pedestrian footpath by Pampisford Road linking Cutting Road with Moorefield path. Action: Bernie Talbot to contact the Greater Cambridge Partnership about funding.
f) Letter from Terence O’Rourke about the appeal by SmithsonHill Ltd about the application to develop land to near Hinxton and Whittlesford had been circulated to councillors.

42. Items for the next meeting agenda on 16th September 
Funding for football net, Financial regulations, over-grown hedges along South and North Road and authorising more people to sign council cheques.

Meeting closed at 9.32pm

Planning applications/appeals considered by the Parish Council and decisions made by the District Council  

Parish Council recommendations:
 S/1643/19/OL – Mr & Mrs Baldip Singh, ;land adj to 48 North Road- all matters reserved for a new dwelling
S/1478/19/FL – 
S/1567/19/FL - Mrs A Rogers, 25 South Road - 3 bed d welling adj to piggery.

S/1456/19/FL – Mr Calvert, 16 Magna Close – single storey extension

S/1398/19/FL – Mr J Searle, 7 Magna Close – single storey side extension
S/1233/19/FL – Mr M Roper,5 Chalky Road – new dwelling & garage.

S/3243/19/FL – Mr A Carter, 33 Magna Close- amended floor plan, side elevation & add a roof light
S/0843/19/FL – Mr P Harding, 44a North Road, prior approval change of use of agricultural building to dwelling – ecological report for info only.

S/4329/18/OL- Wellcome Trust, Hinxton – outline permission for 150,000m2 employment space 7 up to 1,500 dwellings.

Appeal- APP/W0530/W/18/321008-S/4099/17/OL – Land east of A1301, near Hinxton – outline permission for AgriTech Park to with up to 112,000m2 of employment space. 

District Council decisions:

S/0432/19/FL - Mr & Mrs Adomeit, Three Tuns – convert & extend outbuildings for staff accommodation & additional car parking
S/1083/19/FL – ARCC Innovations, Newhouse Farm, Pampisford Road – external fire escape to east elevation
S/1069/19/FL – Mrs J.Wallis, 16 Chalky Road – 3 bed bungalow
S/1213/19/RM – Land to rear of Strawberry Farm – approval of matters reserved for planning application S/1433/16/OL for 8 dwelling, landscaping & infrastructure
S/4678/18/FL – Mr N.Rumble, 46 North Road – new dwelling & associated off road parking(revised siting & design).
S/1086/19/FL – Mr R Lesniak, 16 Chalky Road – new house

S/1009/19/FL – Mr & Mrs Hefford, land adj 6 Chalky Road – new dwelling

S/1215/19/FL – The Watson Building, 11 Granta Park- refurbishment of Watson Building to include external works to entrance area to building & associated works, and landscaping
District Council decisions:
S/0948/19/FL - Mr Daniels, 35 South Road – new dwelling S/4808/18/FL -Land adj to 16 Chalky Road – new dwelling

Parish Council recommended 

S/0560/19 – Mr J. Tilley, 45 North Road – conversion of part of cow shed to dwelling

Parish Council recommended refusal on 04.03.19

S/0423/19/FL - Mr & Mrs S Johnson, 23 South Road – new dwelling


Parish Council recommended refusal on 04.03.19

S/433/19/LB /S/432/19/LB – Mr & Mrs Adomeit, Three Tuns – convert and extend outbuilding to staff accommodation & car parking

Parish Council recommended refusal on 04.03.19

S/0545/19/OL – Mr J Zielinski, 34 South Road – outline permission for dwelling & all matters reserved

Parish Council recommended refusal on 04.03.19

