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Letter from the Editor  

The days are noticeably lengthening, and spring flowers appearing in abundance. No 
surprise that British Summer Time will begin on Sunday 29 March when clocks go forward 
one hour. Note that the twice monthly green bin collections resume in March (page 11). 
 The Church of England has set a target for all churches to become Carbon Net Zero 
by 2030 and, in a Lent Challenge, asks all to focus on better ways to take care of the world 
(page 4).  

The District Council is offering free trees and zero carbon community grants to 
encourage councils to initiate green projects to reduce their carbon footprint (page 7). 
Great Abington Parish Council has been awarded such a grant and will be planting trees 
and acquiring ebikes (page 14).  
 Becoming an allotment holder could be a route to a healthier and greener lifestyle, 
so it is useful to know that two allotment plots will become available later this year (page 
15). The Repair Café makes a welcome return to the Institute on 28 March, providing a 
way to get valued objects repaired, and reducing the need to send damaged items to 
landfill (page 17). A valuable aid to de-cluttering is the Emmaus visit to Hildersham on 17 
March. Please sort out household items that you no longer need and take them to 
Hildersham Village Hall for Emmaus to remove, renovate if necessary and sell (page 9). 
 Hildersham reports that setting up a Children’s Church Council has proved highly 
successful in devising ways to raise funds, suggesting and organising events and planning 
church services, notably the Carol service. This is an excellent initiative (page 8). 
  It is deplorable to read of the theft of monies from the Hildersham Jam Stall which 
does so well at raising funds for EACH. Trust and a strong community spirit have been hit 
by dishonesty and shameful lack of conscience. So perhaps we should be glad that Parish 
Council representatives will have a private meeting with the Acting Crime and Police 
Commissioner on 4 March and that there will be a police ‘surgery’ at the Institute on 14 
March when anyone can drop in and raise matters of concern with the police. (Pages 9, 
12, 14). 

Sunday 22 March brings a Mothering Sunday service (including breakfast) at Great 
Abington church. There will be a Thai lunch for the Forget-Me-Not Club on 31 March. The 
PTFA is holding a cake sale on 5th and an Easter Egg Hunt on 28th. Social Cycling will be 
on Mondays from now on and all the clubs and classes are in full swing again. (Pages 5, 
10-12) New residents are all very welcome to join the village organisations and activities 
reported in the News. We should all note that the former ‘Orchards’ development now has 
a new, formally adopted address ‘Larkfield’. 

Valerie Silvey 
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Articles for the April 2020 edition of the Abingtons and Hildersham News should be sent to 
the editor no later than Sunday 15 March 2020 at news@theabingtons.org.uk. Photos 
welcome.  
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From the Seven Churches 
For me, one of the joys of living in Little Abington, and being a minister within the Granta 
Vale Churches, is the abundant nature that surrounds our homes. In Abington, I love the 
footbridge over the river Granta leading from Church Lane to the Recreation Ground. 
Every day I have the delight of crossing the bridge with my daughter and Freddie our little 
dog. I smile thinking about how, on one occasion, we were all startled as the familiar egret 
swooped so close to our heads as we trip trapped across the bridge followed within 
seconds by a deer speeding across our path, probably equally startled by our clomping 
feet and chitter chatter. 

The smells, sights, sounds and changing seasons that surround us remind me of my 
childhood. I grew up making dens in hay fields, getting muddy and loving the fresh air of 
the country. Returning to the UK from Kenya with young children, my hope was that we 
would find ourselves in a rural location. Life in the city or suburbia can make it far more 
challenging to notice the wonderful creation that surrounds us. Changing seasons may be 
reduced to the thermostat in the car dictating the need for heat or air conditioning.   

Every day in our villages we have the joy of the unexpected beauty of creation. The 
anticipation of wondering how high the river might be today, or if we might see the heron 
waiting patiently by the river. I feel so thankful for the talented Deborah at Abington Woods 
providing opportunities for our children to learn about the life of the river and the woodland 
habitat on its banks. We have such wonderful primary schools in Balsham and Abington 
that value days out getting muddy in nature alongside iPads, text books and tests.  

We are now in the season of Lent, which is a wonderful time of reflection. Excitingly, 
this year, the Church of England has set an audacious ground-breaking target for all 
churches to become ‘Carbon net zero’ by 2030 and the Lent Challenge is focused on how 
we look after the world that God has made. It’s not too late to sign up for the #livelent daily 
challenge at https://www.churchofengland.org/livelent where, through daily emails,  we are 
being urged to reflect on our own relationship with the environment and to share in God’s 
joy and creativity by making a difference for good through the way we live our lives.   

We will also have the opportunity to reflect together during our Lent meetings at the 
Black Bull in Balsham on Wednesday evenings on the 11th, 18th and 25th March.  We will 
be looking at our relationship with time and place, and how this affects our sense of being 
human and our faith. 

Be the Light.  

Jeanine Kennedy, Lay Pioneer Minister 
 

Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes 
Thank you to all those who filled shoeboxes or gave donations of money or 
gave items to go in the boxes which were collected at Great Shelford Free 
Church. 
This year the boxes went to Liberia, West Africa. The sorting warehouse in 
Sawston sent off just under 31,000 boxes to Liberia, Belarus, Serbia and a 
central Asian country (for security, no name). This is a wonderful effort and it 
means 31,000 children have received a shoebox with gifts of love in them. 
It is never too early to start collecting items for this year’s appeal. Thank you again  

Jane Furlow on behalf of OCC 

 

Abington Pre-school would like to thank all the residents of the village and surrounding 

area who donated their unwanted clothing to the Bags2School collection in January. The 
donations raised an incredible £92.00 which will go towards the refurbishment of the toilet 
area. 

Louise Woolcott, Finance Manager 

https://www.churchofengland.org/livelent
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News from the Pews 
The Vicar has received a directive relating to the Coronavirus from the 
Diocese of Ely. Directions will be given in the church weekly newsletter. 
At a recent PCC meeting the ‘Friends of the Church’ scheme was discussed. Rev. 
Iain will be looking into the scheme in more detail as a possible way of helping to 
sustain the various needs of our churches. Most churches have this scheme in 
operation. A ‘Friends’ scheme can enable a wider group of people to share the 
challenge of ensuring that their parish church is in a reasonable state to hand over 
to the next generation. You may not wish to participate in the religious aspects of the 
church but you may be willing to support its heritage. There are so many ways in 
which the scheme operates. You may like to help to keep the churchyards tidy, help 
to clean the interior of the church, or join the flower arranging group. Or maybe 
fundraising is your forte, or you feel able to give monthly financial support. If you are 
at all interested in helping St Mary’s Churches here in the Abingtons, and would 
enjoy being a valuable part of their heritage, please do contact one of the church 
wardens.   

There is a tradition of placing lilies in remembrance of a loved one in St Mary’s 
Churches at Easter. If you would like to have a lily dedicated to someone you loved 
but no longer see, please put a donation into an envelope with the name of the 
person written on it and give it to any churchwarden (see back page of magazine) or 
leave at 34 West Field before the end of March. The lilies will be arranged in both 
churches for Easter Sunday (12 April) and will remain there for at least a week. Our 
churches are always open during daylight hours. 
 
Wednesday 4 March. Space to Be.  Come and join us for a time of quiet reflection 
during the season of Lent at 7.30pm at 55 Church Lane Little Abington. Please ring 
Rosemary (891 718) for further details. 
It's time for the Deanery Church Fair again (Saturday 21 March at Shelford 
Memorial Hall 10am – 12 noon). We are continuing our special focus on supporting 
the YOUTHINC initiative, raising much needed funding for the youth worker post, 
which will be match funded, pound-for-pound by the Ely Diocese Mission Fund. 
Please help by donating items for the stalls and raffle. Hildersham and the 
Abingtons will be running the produce and plant stall and would be grateful 
for donations of jam, preserves and plants and offers of help to collect items 
or work on the stall. 
Mothering Sunday 22 March. There will be a special Breakfast Church to celebrate 
our mothers and those who have cared for us with a mother-love with a rolling 
breakfast from 9am. As one of the craft activities, the children will be making posies 
for their mothers, grannies and those who care for them. There will be reflective 
activities, supervised activities for the little ones and some special singing. 
Tuesday 24 March Community Hub, 2–4pm at the Village Institute. All ages 
welcome to join us for free tea and cakes, craft for the children and an opportunity to 
purchase a second-hand CD. If you have any CDs that you no longer require please 
bring them along to the Hub or give to Anne Hall or Patsy Randall. Proceeds to 
Church funds. The Hub creates an opportunity to chat and make new friends. 
Saturday 28 March – Sale of second-hand CDs – Outside the Village Institute 
9.30am until 12noon. Proceeds to Church Funds. 
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Charity for March – TBA on charity boxes in our churches.  
Funeral – A private cremation took place following the sad passing of Christopher 
Biggs at Arthur Rank Hospice on Friday 17 January aged 69 years.  Chris was born 
in Hildersham, a twin to Colin. The family wish to express their grateful thanks to all 
the staff at Arthur Rank Hospice for their kindness and support. 
Our thoughts and prayers are with his wife Susan and two sons Darren and Dan                                                                       
Funeral – Sadly we lost one of our oldest residents on Monday 10 February – 
Hannah Beavis, aged 95 died peacefully at home. Hannah will be greatly missed in 
the community; she will be remembered for her positive, friendly and humorous 
nature. She was mother to Delia and grandmother to Timothy and Christopher. More 
details of Hannah’s life will be recorded in the April magazine. The funeral will take 
place at Cam Valley Crematorium on Thursday 5 March at 12noon followed by a 
gathering at the Village Institute to share memories of Hannah. 
Our thoughts and prayers are with Delia, Timothy and Christopher. 
Interment of ashes of Hetty Pavitt will take place in Little Abington Churchyard on 
Monday 30 March. They will be placed with the ashes of her husband, Kenneth.  

Anne Hall 
Sonia Marie Baker 1929 - 2020 
Sonia Baker died peacefully at home with her family, on the 14th January 2020, following 
many years of poor health. Sonia lived in Abington over 50 years, with her husband Tony. 
They were married for almost 70 years, and had two daughters, Suzanne and Sarah. 
Sadly Sarah died unexpectedly in December last year. 
Sonia was known for her incredible strength of personality which enabled her to think of 
others especially when her own health concerns appeared overwhelming. 
Sonia will be very sadly missed by all her family and friends. 
 

More Old Carvings in Little Abington Church Tower - 2 
300 years ago the standard of graffiti was of a high standard, as one can see. There is 
mystery, also; what does the first symbol represent? Perhaps some present day 

Abingtonian could do some research into 
who A S or I S was. 

 
Photos by Sam Ross 

 
There is less mystery about Alfred Cutter 1884, a member of the prolific Cutter family, 
which figures so often in the history and on the war memorials of our village, and whose 
descendants are still amongst us. Calligraphy of not quite so high a standard, perhaps, but 
still a fine effort. 

Graham Ross - Churchwarden 
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County and District Council report 

Note from Councillors Henry Batchelor (CCC) and John Batchelor (SCDC) 
A1307: The work on the traffic lights and altered pedestrian crossing at the junction at the 
top of Linton High Street began on 11 February and will run for up to six weeks, but is likely 
to complete sooner, so expect some disruption to journey times. 
Council Tax Bill: South Cambs. are trying to encourage people to sign up to receive their 
council tax bill digitally, rather than as a paper copy. You can sign up to receive your bills 
and notifications online at https://www.scambs.gov.uk/council-tax/access-your-online-
account-openportal/  
East-West Rail: For those who have an interest in rail travel, you may have seen that the 
government has announced the route for the new rail line between Oxford and Cambridge, 
named East-West rail. This is what is called the ‘Northern Route’ and will come into 
Cambridgeshire via Cambourne and then go south down the side of the city to link up with 
the new Cambridge South Station at Addenbrooke’s hospital. 
Cambridge South Station Consultation:  Network Rail will be implementing the new 
station, and so are consulting on the detail around final location, access, connectivity etc. 
The consultation is open now and runs until 2nd March. Full details can be found here - 
https://www.networkrail.co.uk/running-the-railway/our-routes/anglia/cambridge-south-
station 
Three Free Trees: The District Council, in their bid to achieve their carbon neutral target, 
are offering each parish in South Cambridgeshire three free trees to plant in their village. 
It’s a relatively small step, but one in the right direction as well as an indication that they 
are taking this seriously. 
Bus Passes: Unfortunately, the County Council no longer offers bus passes in paper form. 
To apply for a concessionary pass you need to call 0345 045 1367 or go to 
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/travel-roads-and-parking/buses/free-bus-
pass/  
Zero Carbon Community Grant: This is a new grant offered by the District Council to 
encourage community groups and parish councils to engage in green projects to reduce 
their carbon footprint. Congratulations to Great Abington who were successful in their 
application for just over £2,000. The pot for this fund will be topped up again soon as the 
number of bids in its debut year was staggering. 
Business Support Service: South Cambs. have a new business support service, to assist 
small-medium sized enterprises in South Cambridgeshire. The assistance is for advice 
only, not financial, but has a team of four professional officers who are willing to help. 
Details here https://www.scambs.gov.uk/new-business-support-service-for-south-
cambridgeshire/ 
Uttlesford Local Plan There has been a longstanding proposal in Uttlesford’s Local Plan 
to build a new town of 5000 houses at Great Chesterford, just over the border from us in 
South Cambridgeshire. The government inspector who is judging this plan has 
unequivocally told Uttlesford that this location is hugely unsuitable for development and if 
they were to continue with this idea, the Local Plan would be refused outright. Of the 3 
locations in Uttlesford that were being considered for a new town, the Great Chesterford 
site was the weakest. So, it’s back to the drawing board for Uttlesford. A flip side of this is 
that they no longer have a 5-year land supply, so we may see small-medium sized 
developments springing up in Essex close to our South Cambs. border. 
 
Granta Park Talks - ‘Faith, Hope & the Global Economy’ - 1st May  
The next lunch-time speaker, in the series of talks by eminent academics on science, technology 
and big theological or philosophical questions, will be Revd Dr Richard Higginson, formerly 
Director of Studies and Tutor in Ethics at Ridley Hall. More details in the April News. 

https://www.scambs.gov.uk/council-tax/access-your-online-account-openportal/
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/council-tax/access-your-online-account-openportal/
https://www.networkrail.co.uk/running-the-railway/our-routes/anglia/cambridge-south-station
https://www.networkrail.co.uk/running-the-railway/our-routes/anglia/cambridge-south-station
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/travel-roads-and-parking/buses/free-bus-pass/
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/travel-roads-and-parking/buses/free-bus-pass/
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/new-business-support-service-for-south-cambridgeshire/
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/new-business-support-service-for-south-cambridgeshire/
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Hildersham Focus 
 

Hildersham Children’s Church Council 
On Valentine’s Day, 14 February, residents in Hildersham may have been surprised (and 
pleased) to receive a Valentine’s card from members of the Children’s Church Council. So 
who are they and what do they do? 

In 2012 Hildersham PCC invited all the children in Hildersham aged 8-14 to meet to 
discuss setting up a group to give children a voice in village and church affairs. All those 
who attended formed the first Children’s Church Council or CCC, taking responsibility for 
leading the meeting and taking minutes. 

Since then the children have played a significant role in village and church life, 
raising funds for playground equipment, a project supported by the Parish Council, 
suggesting and organising events such as the ‘Scootathlon’ and contributing to Café 
Church services and the Christmas service of Nine Lessons and Carols. Everything they 
do shows commitment, enthusiasm and imagination. 

The CCC meets each month in Hildersham Church and has 10 members. At a 
recent meeting they reflected on the purpose of the CCC. One member suggested we 
make an Acrostic based on the letters of the Children’s Church Council. The Acrostic is 
printed here; the children’s voice is clearly heard. 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH COUNCIL ACROSTIC – WHAT IT IS AND WHAT WE DO 
Caring 

Helping, having fun 

Involvement with village life 

Learning facts, learning to lead, learning meeting roles, lighting up the world 

(metaphorically), loving to God, live and care for the world, lots of fun 

Demonstrating God’s love 

Raising money for people who need it, respecting each other, recognition of contributions, 

role model, remembering, role of being helpful and kind, respond to the needs of the 
community 

Everyone’s included 

Nurturing individuality, nurturing our planet, never give up, new approach, nurture our 

Christian lives 

Sharing 

 

Creating, creaking (chairs?), climates that are poor we fund 

Hospitality, holy, Holy Spirit at work 

Unforgettable 

Relaxing place, relaxed environment for feeling safe, revolutionary approach, relating to 

each other to junior church, recycle 

Child’s perspective on church, confidence building 

Happy to build events, helping charities, host 

 

Cascading thoughts, collection, creating a forum for ideas, challenge, church fun, create 

love, challenge ourselves, church is for everyone 

Organising events 

Unifying the village 

Non-criticising, news -sharing, notifying, never give up 

Congregation, chocolate eating, creating a better world 

Interested in ideas, initiating ideas, interesting, inspire 

Loving others 
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Emmaus at Hildersham Village Hall on Tuesday 17 March 6-8pm 
It’s ‘Spring Cleaning’ time again. 
You may not want that coffee table but it may be exactly what someone else is looking for! 
EMMAUS will be collecting from Hildersham Village Hall all those items that you no longer 
need. This might offer you the opportunity to use your garage for your car! 
(Electrical items are accepted but no computers or printers thank you). 
Lambing  In other news, little ( and not so little ) people in wellies had a wonderful 
afternoon last year in the lambing sheds of Hildersham Hall having the opportunity to 
cuddle and feed the newborn lambs. If you would like to put on those wellies again and see 
spring really springing, join us on Sunday 5 April from 1.30 to 3.30pm. 
Theft from Hildersham Jam Stall 
After recently publishing news of a bumper 2019 
EACH donation, I’m very sad to report that money 
has been stolen from the stall. The theft occurred 
within the space of 10 minutes on 14 February, 
between my taking in donated empty jars and going 
out again to restock. The money box had been 
prised open and water and leaves, from a 
decorative jar, thrown around it.  
I’ve reported the theft to the police, but it’s very 
unlikely that the culprit will ever be caught. This is 
making me reconsider the running of the stall, since 
this is the second theft. I am reluctant to close it completely after so many years, so 
perhaps a way can be found to keep it going safely. 

Jill Heale 

Hildersham Parish Council 
The next meeting of Hildersham Parish Council will be on Tuesday 10 March 
at Hildersham Village Hall from 7.30pm. Anyone is welcome to attend.  
 

Linton Village College 
Monday 27 January 2020 was Holocaust Memorial Day, marking 75 years since the liberation of 
Auschwitz by the Soviet Army. Throughout the week the College held assemblies and Year 7 
Religious Studies lessons focussed on the ‘Shoah’ or calamity of the Nazis’ attempted genocide.  
The Holocaust is a grim reminder of what humans are capable of doing to each other and that is 
exactly why we are required to teach it. Understanding the Holocaust is essential in helping 
students realise why we must treat others as equals and protect the vulnerable. Students never 
forget learning about the Holocaust so maybe the Jewish prayer of ‘Never Again’ will be fulfilled. 

February was also LGBT History Month. In the 25 years I have been teaching, the shift in 
attitudes to LGBT issues has been enormous. LGBT students are now accepted, supported and 
protected by their peers and staff in a way that would have been unimaginable a quarter of a 
century ago. Schools and communities are much more at ease with themselves as a result. In 
LGBT History Month we remind students that some of our great historical figures, such as Alan 
Turing, had to contend with damaging levels of prejudice.  

During the February half term over 120 students went on the LVC ski trip.  It is a major 
organisational feat led by Mr Kerley, the Head of PE, and 15 other staff who gave up their break. 
Even before everyone gets on the coaches, the LVC administration and finance teams spend 
hundreds of hours sorting out everything from protocols to finance. To see the students’ faces 
when they return is wonderful and the trip is always amongst the students’ top memories.   

By the time you read this, 40 of our Year 10 students will be on their GCSE ‘Chateau’ trip in 
France for a week. There is, quite simply, no substitute for being immersed in another culture to 
accelerate students’ language acquisition. Schools at their best are genuinely extraordinary places 
where dedicated staff make special things happen for our young people – we are fortunate to have 
such staff working at LVC.            Doug Brechin, Assistant Principal 
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Date Venue Abington Institute unless stated Time Page 

Mon 2 Baby & Toddler Group – Pre-school building 
Physio Pilates – four classes, first starts at 
French Conversation 
Abington Gardening Club 

9.30am 
10.30am 

1.00pm 
7.30pm 

12 
11 

 
16 

Tue 3 Art Group 
Forget-Me-Not Club 
Table Tennis 

10.00am 
2.00pm 
7.30pm 

 
18 
11 

Wed 4 Yoga – course and drop in 
Dynamic Dance Class 
Space to be – 55 Church Lane, Little Abington 

9.30am 
3.15pm 
7.30pm 

11 
11 

5 

Thu 5 Abington Walking Group 10.00am 18 

Fri 6 Low Impact Aerobics 
Pilates 

9.30am 
10.45am 

12 
12 

Sat 7 Scrapbooking Group 10.00am 11 

Mon 9 Baby & Toddler Group – Pre-school building 
Social Cycling 
Physio Pilates – four classes, first starts at 
French Conversation 
Abington & Hildersham WI  

9.30am 
10.00am 
10.30am 

1.00pm 
7.30pm 

12 
12 
11 

 
16 

Tue 10 Art Group 
Hildersham Parish Council – Village Hall 
Table Tennis 
Reading Group – 74 High Street, Great Abington 

10.00am 
7.30pm 
7.30pm 
8.00pm 

 
9 

11 
17 

Wed 11 Yoga – course and drop in 
Dynamic Dance Class 

9.30am 
3.15pm 

11 
11 

Fri 13 Low Impact Aerobics 
Pilates 
Family Film Night – doors open 

9.30am 
10.45am 

6.15pm 

12 
12 
12 

Sat 14 Police surgery  10.30am 12 

Mon 16 Baby & Toddler Group – Pre-school building 
Physio Pilates – four classes, first starts at 
French Conversation 

9.30am 
10.30am 

1.00pm 

12 
11 

 

Tue 17 Art Group 
Forget-Me-Not Club 
Emmaus collection at Hildersham Village Hall 
Table Tennis 

10.00am 
2.00pm 
6.00pm 
7.30pm 

 
18 

9 
11 

Wed 18 Yoga – course and drop in 
Dynamic Dance Class 

9.30am 
8.00pm 

11 
11 

Fri 20 Low Impact Aerobics 
Pilates 

9.30am 
10.45am 

12 
12 

Sat 21 Abington Walking Group 10.00am 18 

Mon 23 Baby & Toddler Group – Pre-school building 
Physio Pilates – four classes, first starts at 
French Conversation 
Little Abington Parish Council 

9.30am 
10.30am 

1.00pm 
7.15pm 

12 
11 

 
13 

Tue 24 Art Group 
Mobile Library 
Community Hub 

10.00am 
a.m. 

2-4pm 

 
12 

5 
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Scrabble Group 
Table Tennis 

7.00pm 
7.30pm 

17 
11 

Wed 25 Yoga – course and drop in 
Dynamic Dance Class 

9.30am 
3.15pm 

11 
11 

Thu 26 The Abington Lunch 12.45pm 16 

Fri 27 Low Impact Aerobics 
Pilates 
Film Night – doors open 

9.30am 
10.45am 

pm 

12 
12 
12 

Sat 28 Repair Café 10.00am 17 

Sun 29 British Summer Time : clocks go forward 1 hour   

Mon 30 Baby & Toddler Group – Pre-school building 
Rivercare & litter pick-up – meet at ford/bridge 
Physio Pilates – four classes, first starts at 
French Conversation 
Great Abington Parish Council 

9.30am 
9.30am 

10.30am 
1.00pm 
7.15pm 

12 
 

11 
 

15 

Tue 31 Art Group 
Forget-Me-Not Club – Thai lunch 
Table Tennis 

10.00am 
1.00pm 
7.30pm 

 
18 
11 

For details of contacts please see inside back cover or articles where indicated. 
Institute bookings: contact preferably by email: institute@theabingtons.org.uk or 
phone 01223 790 711 
Contacts for Café special spring Tea 
Gaynor Farrant 07817 517 871 or gaynorfarrant198@btinternet.com  
and Gill Smith 892 759 or richardandgill.smith@live.co.uk 
 

Jeremiah’s Café in Abington Village Institute 
Opening times in March 2020  

Thursday lunchtimes  11.30am – 1.30pm (5, 12, 19) Lunch 26th 
Friday mornings      8.45am – 11.00am  
Saturday mornings 10.00am – 12 noon  

  

Wheelie bin dates for March 2020 (Abingtons and Hildersham) 

 Mon 2     Mon 9  Mon 16     Mon 23  Mon 30 
  Black  Green/Blue  Black     Green/Blue Black 

 
Contacts for activities 

Scrapbooking Group – We meet one Saturday of every month and welcome you to take 
a look any time and ask questions. 
 
Yoga – Wednesdays 9.30am at Abington Institute 
Contact Joan 890 629 or email joangraham72@gmail.com if you would like to drop in and 
try a class. 
Dynamic Dance Theatre School – Wednesdays from 3.15pm 
Ballet and modern dance lessons for children from 4 years old at Abington Institute. 
Contact Esme on 07719 816 548 or esmewatts@hotmail.com  
Table Tennis – Tuesdays 7.30pm at Abington Institute  
Contact Raj Sangha on 07803 786 905. 
Physio Pilates – Mondays, Abington Institute 
Intermediate 10.30 – 11.30am   Advanced  11.45am – 12.45pm 
Beginners      1.00 – 2.00pm   Advanced    2.15 – 3.15pm 
Contact Christina Heinz cambridgepilates@outlook.com  

mailto:institute@theabingtons.org.uk
mailto:gaynorfarrant198@btinternet.com
mailto:richardandgill.smith@live.co.uk
mailto:joangraham72@gmail.com
mailto:esmewatts@hotmail.com
mailto:cambridgepilates@outlook.com
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Abington Pre-school Baby and Toddler Group This group runs during term time from 
the Annexe building at the bottom of the school playground; open on Mondays from 
9.30am to 11.30am, for all children aged 0–3 years old. Refreshments provided for 
children and adults. Contact Abington Pre-school on 01223 894 246 
Low Impact Aerobics – Fridays 9.30–10.30am at Abington Institute 
Suitable for 50+ or those returning to exercise. Aerobics, toning and stretching, exercises 
to raise your heart rate and tone your body; fun and friendly. 
Pilates – Fridays 10.45–11.45am at Abington Institute  
Pilates exercises will help to alleviate back pain, increase core strength, improve posture 
and flexibility.  
Please book for five weeks for Low Impact Aerobics and Pilates. You can contact Disa 
Bennett on 07798 754 029 or www.zumbaandpilatescambridge.co.uk 

Abington Social Cycling  Two of us enjoyed a work out over to Sawston with the usual 
stop for refreshments. 
We have decided to change the date to the second Monday of each month instead of 
Thursday as it is a day that suits the majority of us so the next outing will be Monday 9 
March at 10.00 am meeting at the Institute. Now that Spring is approaching get your bikes 
out from under the dust covers and come and join us. 

Gaynor Farrant 07817 517 871 

Film Nights at Abington Institute 
The Institute holds a Film Night on various dates through the year. Everyone is welcome. 
Look out for the poster in the Institute for details. To receive notification by email 
approximately two weeks before a screening join our mailing list at 
http://www.theabingtons.org.uk/ or email an enquiry to films@theabingtons.org.uk .  
 

Mobile Library  
The next date will be Tuesday 24 March 2020, times as follows: 

Little Abington West Field       10.00–10.30am 
Great Abington North Road       10.40–11.10am 
        Magna Close      11.20am–12.10pm 
        The Shop       12.15–12.35pm 
Hildersham  End of Beech Lane    12.45–1.00pm (near phone box) 

 

Great Abington PTFA Update 
Upcoming events 
Your School Lottery Draws.  Tickets are £1 each and there is a draw every Saturday at 
8pm. You could win either the Great Abington jackpot or the national Your School Lottery 
jackpot of £25,000.  Sign up online today at  www.yourschoollottery.co.uk .All community 
members are welcome to join and play. It is NOT limited to school parents/carers only. 
Class 4 Cake Sale – Thursday 5 March 
This will be held at 3pm in the playground. Bring your sweet tooth and change. 
Saturday 28 March - Easter Egg Hunt (2-4pm on the school playground) 
Dates for diaries 
14 May - Class 2 Cake Sale (after school on the playground) 
15 May - Inflatables Event (4-6pm with BBQ and bar) 
19 June - Summer Fair (4-6pm) 
 

Police Surgery at Abington Institute 
The local police plan to hold a ‘surgery’ from 10.30am to 12 noon in Jeremiah’s Café on 
Saturday 14 March. The officers will be available to anyone who drops in for a chat at that 
time – unless of course they are called away on other business. 

http://www.zumbaandpilatescambridge.co.uk/
http://www.theabingtons.org.uk/
mailto:films@theabingtons.org.uk
http://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/


13 

Little Abington Parish Council  

Around the village 

Hedges and trees: Please trim any hedges and trees along pavements and 
footpaths. 
Grit bins: A reminder to notify the clerk (clerk@littleabington.clara.co.uk or 07703 
486562) if the grit levels are getting low. 
Litter-picking: We have 20 sets of equipment to lend out to organised groups or 
individuals wishing to tidy up the village. Please contact the clerk (details above) if 
you’re interested.  
 

Planning meeting on Monday 16 December 
Bancroft Farm, Church Lane, S/3921/19/FL: Revised proposal for six dwellings 
and the change of use and conversion of two agricultural barns to office space. 
Recommended refusal on various grounds including undesirable layout, and site 
extends onto a Protected Village Amenity Area, and potential for dangerous parking. 
 
 

Little Abington Parish Council Meetings 

Abington Institute, High Street 
Next Meeting: Monday 23 March 2020 Parish Council at 7.15pm  

       Sheila Bolden (Chairman)  tel: 07754  
659929 

  Email: shelen@btinternet.com  

     Genevieve Dalton (Clerk) tel: 07703 
486562 

Email: clerk@littleabington.clara.co.uk  

The meeting agendas and papers are published on the Abingtons website: 
www.theabingtons.org.uk 
Next meeting at 7.15pm at Abington Institute: Monday Monday 23 March 
 

Plogging run on Annual Litter picking day 4 April at 10am 
This year the Annual Litter Picking Team will be expanded with a Plogging group. 

This is the definition of Plogging from Wikipedia: 
Plogging is a combination of jogging with picking up litter (Swedish: plocka upp).It 

started as an organised activity in Sweden around 2016 and spread to other 
countries in 2018, following increased concern about plastic pollution. As a workout, 
it provides variation in body movements by adding bending, squatting and stretching 
to the main action of running, hiking, or walking. 

Please come along to the Abington Institute on 4 April and join the Plogging 
group if you want to try it out. You don’t have to be a regular runner to take part. 
There will be refreshments at the end! 

Monica Krylander 
 

Spring Tea at the Institute 2.30pm to 4.30pm on Tuesday 7 April 2020 
 

Village News on the website 
To see the News before the printed copy is available and to see the pictures in colour, go to 
www.theabingtons.org.uk/news and follow the link to the pdf for the month you want. 

mailto:clerk@littleabington.clara.co.uk
mailto:shelen@btinternet.com
mailto:clerk@littleabington.clara.co.uk
http://www.theabingtons.org.uk/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jogging
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Litter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sweden
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plastic_pollution
http://www.theabingtons.org.uk/news
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Great Abington Parish Council                             An Active Council 
Police and Crime Commissioner 
A new date – Wednesday 4 March - has been set for local Parish Council representatives 
to meet Acting Police & Crime Commissioner Ray Bisby. This is not a public meeting. 
Please let Bernie Talbot know if you have any issues you would like raised. 
E-Bikes in the Abingtons  
Our bid for the Zero Carbon Communities Grant from South Cambs. District Council has 
been successful. We will be running free e-bike trials on 15-18th May 2020 from the Village 
Institute and purchasing an e-bike for residents to hire by the week so that you can see 
how easily commuting or other local journeys can be achieved in an eco-friendly and 
health-enhancing way. Booking details to follow shortly.  
We are also looking for volunteers to help organise and run what should be a lively and fun 
village event. Many hands make light work… Please email emma.pery@gmail.com for 
more details.  
Increasing Village Tree Canopy Cover 
The Parish Council has permission from South Cambs. to plant a few extra trees in Magna 
Close, and is actively looking for other sites where trees can be planted to increase the 
canopy cover. Residents should note that the areas agreed with South Cambs. are at the 
edge of the area of lawn and these new trees will not in any way impede or negatively 
impact children’s safety and play in that area. Residential/urban areas with >20% canopy 
cover have been shown to play an important role in enhancing well-being, biodiversity and 
carbon capture.  
… Including Three Free Trees 
The District Council, in their bid to achieve their carbon neutral target, are offering each 
parish in South Cambridgeshire a voucher scheme – 3 Free Trees - to buy trees for 
planting on Parish Council owned land. For Great Abington, that means the Recreation 
Ground, and the Abington Recreation Ground Committee will be buying and planting trees 
in the coming weeks. 
Hedges 
Many thanks to those residents with hedges overhanging footpaths who have cut their 
hedges since our last issue of Village News. The Parish Council will still be working with 
those who have not yet done so. 
 
Planning  
For more information on the applications below use the reference given below at :- 
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/planning/view-or-comment-on-a-planning-application/ 
 
Parish Council recommendations: 
S/4483/19/OL 48 North Road. Outline permission with all matters reserved for a new 
dwelling. Recommended approval. 
S/4423/19/FL 36 South Road. Demolition of existing piggery and the change of use and 
erection of a log cabin. Recommended approval. 
 
District Council decisions: 
S/1691/15/FL - 8 Chalky Road –Construction of annexe accommodation (retrospective) 
Withdrawn. 
S/2334/15/FL - 6 Chalky Road – Erection of annexe following demolition of existing 
piggery. Withdrawn. 
S/4179/19/FL 52, North Road - Demolition of existing outbuilding and erection of two 
storey side extension. Parish Council recommended approval. District Council Approved. 
06/02/2020 

mailto:emma.pery@gmail.com
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/planning/view-or-comment-on-a-planning-application/
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Great Abington Parish Council Meetings 

Held in Abington Village Institute 

Bernie Talbot (Chairman) tel: 892 647 

Planning Committees: These are arranged as required when applications are received. See 
notice board for dates or contact the Parish Clerk. 

Next Parish Council meeting: Monday 30 March 2020 at 7.15pm 
There will be opportunities at the start and close of the meeting for members of the public to speak 
to the council about matters of concern. Notices, agendas and minutes are posted on the Parish 
Council notice board located at the entrance to Magna Close or available from the parish clerk. 

Paula Harper (Clerk): harper802@btinternet.com (892 000) 

 

From the Plot to the Pot – Nothing 
Tastes Better 
This month marks ten years since the 
allotments on Linton Rd were established. 
During that period, over 70 villagers have had 
a tenancy at some point, and many others 
have enjoyed visits to the allotments and 
watching their development. AALGA has also 
contributed to the wider village community with 
its annual BBQ in early September and Quiz in 
the late winter which both attract non-
members. We can all be grateful to the late 
Chris Nutt who granted the initial licence on 
such an ideal location. 

Most plot holders grow a range of 
vegetables, some grow flowers too, and many 
grow fruit; one keeps chickens.  It is interesting 
to see the different styles of growing, and it 
has to be said, the varying degrees of 
success. Generally the most productive plots 
are those that are well-manured (delivered to 
the site for plot holders to apply) and well-watered in the growing season, using the 
mains water which feeds a number of central tanks. The site is now mature, 
surrounded by an attractive hedge and a number of trees. We have received 
comments from visitors that the site is well-kept and much tidier than many 
allotments. 

There are many benefits from allotment gardening: fresh veg. readily 
available, with a taste you won’t match anywhere; you can choose and grow  tasty 
varieties; you know the history of what you’re eating (no insecticides and 
preservatives); it’s healthy and rewarding exercise and helps to reduce food miles. 

For the coming season, a couple of plots are becoming vacant. So, if you don’t 
mind some hard work, and some watering if the weather gets dry in the summer, 
please contact me if you are interested in joining a convivial community of growers. 

Brian Hayden-Smith, Chair AALGA 
Tel:894 046 or brianhaydensmith@hotmail.com 

mailto:harper802@btinternet.com
mailto:Tel:894%20046
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The Abington Lunch  
  Thursday 26 March 2020 

 

Fruit Juice 
 

White and Smoked Fish Vol au Vent 
Creamed Potatoes and Seasonal Vegetables 

 

Warm Fruit Pudding 
Tea or Coffee  

 

Please book your meal on 07789 585 399. Leave your name and telephone number 
with your message before noon on Tuesday 24 March. Don’t forget to tell us if you 

need a special diet. Doors open at 12.45pm. Note that the lunch is open to ALL 
Abington and Hildersham residents.  Guests only by special arrangement. Only £5. 

Next lunch Thursday 23 April 2020 
 
 

Abington and Hildersham Women’s Institute 
The February meeting began sadly, with a minute's silence to remember Hannah 
Beavis during which a lovely photo of her enjoying a WI outing was projected onto 
the screen. Hannah was a faithful member of our Institute for over 60 years and we 
will miss her friendship and sharp wit very much.  

Our guest speaker was John Flood, an enthusiastic historian and volunteer for 
many years at the Cambridge and County Folk Museum, who now promotes the re-
named Museum of Cambridge to locals and tourists. Housed in the 17th century 
White Horse pub on the corner of Castle Street and Northampton Street, the 
Museum first opened in 1936 to store the items collected at the annual Guildhall 
Festival of Olden Times. Catherine E. Parsons (1870 - 1956) of Little Abington, 
Chair of Cambridgeshire Federation of WIs, was the leader and organiser of the 
Festival and became the Museum's first honorary curator. She initially donated 143 
objects and continued to add to the collection, spending many years amassing 
‘bygones’ from barns, cottages and attics of local people. John showed us some 
fascinating exhibits, told us of dubious folk remedies and tested us on dates of 
kitchen items we still use today.    

The Committee gave reminders of the proposed Resolutions before voting 
took place. The most popular Resolutions were: Increasing potential stem cell donor 
registration and End Modern Slavery.      

 Next meeting Monday 9 March 7.30pm: A.G.M. followed by The Pantry 
Underwear & cupcakes! New members always welcome, just come along. 

Marilyn Broadhurst (893 214)  

Abington Gardening Club 
The next meeting is 7.30pm on Monday 2 March in the Institute when Peter Walker 
will give a talk entitled ‘Gardens of Dorset’. 
All welcome, visitors £3. 

Kay Harman, Secretary Tel 891 730 email: robandkayharman@gmail.com  

mailto:robandkayharman@gmail.com
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Are you ready for the Repair Café on 28 March? 
The Abingtons third Repair Café will run at the Institute on Saturday 28 March, 
10am to 1pm.  Don’t bin it if it can be fixed is the principle of Repair Cafés. These 
events aim to bring together experienced repairers and people who need faulty or 
damaged appliances, devices and other possessions repaired. They are your 
opportunity to bring along something you own that is not functioning or usable, to 
see whether a knowledgeable expert can bring it back into use by a simple repair 
instead of it being binned. If you bring an item to be fixed, you will sit alongside the 
repairer attempting the repair, to maybe lend a hand and to be consulted if some 
critical point is reached. 
What can I bring? You can bring portable household appliances and electrical 
items (excluding microwave ovens and TVs), computers, mobile phones, jewellery, 
bicycles, garden tools, pumps, and fabric items and clothes needing sewing repair.  
Do I need to book? It’s best to book your slot, which you can do by sending an 
email to repaircafe@theabingtons.org.uk , with as many relevant details of your 
repair as you can find (what is it? manufacturer, purchase date, model number, 
nature of fault, etc). The organisers will then get back to you with an appointment 
time. Or you can just drop in on the day, when you may have to join a queue, but 
why not have a coffee in Jeremiah’s café while you wait. 
Is there a charge? Repairs by our volunteer repairers, whether successful or not, 
are free, but donations will be invited to cover the costs of the Repair Café. 
The Abington Repair Café team look forward to seeing you on the day – do spread 
the word to your neighbours too. 
And a call for repairers Our Cafés so far have depended greatly on help from 
enthusiastic volunteer repairers coming in from around South Cambs. to support our 
Abington team. We would like to involve more locally-based repairers in future 
events, so if you’re a dab hand at repairing your own and your family and friends’ 
appliances please consider becoming a repairer. Why not look in on 28 March to 
see what goes on and to meet the organisers. 

Richard Smith 
 

Reading Group 

10 March The Householder 
Ruth Prawer Jhabvala 

Rachel Haining 

14 April The Namesake 
Jhumpa Lahiri 

Liz Obstfeld 

12 May Girl, Woman, Other  
Bernadine Evaristo 

Bev Dennis 

Please confirm your attendance in March to Rachel.   
Lisa Pechey 

Scrabble Club 
The next meeting of the Scrabble Club will be at 7pm on Tuesday 24 March 2020 at 
the Institute. New members will be very welcome. 
 

Sunday 29 March 2020 - British Summer Time begins. Clocks go forward one hour 

mailto:repaircafe@theabingtons.org.uk
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Forget-Me-Not Club 
The programme for March 2020 is as follows: 
Tuesday 3 March, 2pm: 
We have invited Sara Hill, Cambridgeshire NHS Podiatry Services Manager, to talk 
to us all about foot care which should be both informative and interesting. 
Tuesday 17 March, 2pm: 
David Farrant from Naturewatch has kindly agreed to come and talk to us about the 
work of this village group. 
Tuesday 31 March, 1pm: Today we will enjoy our annual Thai meal kindly provided 
by The Three Tuns. We will also be celebrating Easter. An interesting mix.  

As always we look forward to welcoming members and any new friends who 
would care to join us. Please contact me for any further information. 

Jenny Milns (tel.890 252) 

Abington Walking Group  
Our March walks are on Thursday 5th and Saturday 21st. 
The 2020 walk dates for your diaries are now available. 
We would welcome more walkers – and their dogs, - meeting at the 
Institute at 10am and sharing transport to the walk venue. Anyone 
outside the village is also welcome to join us for a very sociable stroll of about five 
miles..  
For further information, please contact: 
 Robin Harman on 891 730 robandkayharman@gmail.com 
 George Woodley on 07733 167 341 georgewoodley@talktalk.net 
 

  
Staff News 

It is with regret that we inform our patients that Dr Mig Arbide and Dr Chris Schramm will 
be leaving us in March.  Both doctors have dedicated over 20 years to the Linton practice 
and Shelford practice respectively and will be greatly missed.  Dr Arbide and Dr 
Schramm’s patients have been assigned new registered GPs, and we would like to take 
this opportunity to reassure our patients that they can access care from any of our clinical 
team within Granta, irrespective of their registered GP. 

Dr Schramm and Dr Arbide have asked us to share these announcements with you:- 
A message from Dr Chris Schramm (Shelford site) who is leaving on 2 March 2020: 
“After 20 intense and often satisfying years I have decided to move on to a new challenge.  
During 2020 I will be working at the national winner of the “RCGP Research Practice of the 
Year 2019" award, which is out of Cambridge.  I am also taking on a role with the regional 
NHS Research network.  I am deeply indebted to my Shelford colleagues, staff and 
numerous patients, all of whom have taught me many things which generally are not in 
books and who have, thereby, enriched my life.”  
 

A message from Dr Mig Arbide (Linton site) who is leaving on 23 March 2020:- 
“I am immensely grateful to have had the opportunity to serve my patients for the best part 
of twenty years. I have enjoyed the privilege of their trust, built through respect, dedication, 
and stability. 
I am fortunate to continue offering my time, experience and knowledge to patients in the 
prison service. I will also continue to practise in my areas of clinical specialist skill and 
interest: enhanced minor surgery, vasectomy services, sports medicals and dermatology.” 

Sandra East, Granta Communications  sandra.east@nhs.net 

mailto:robandkayharman@gmail.com
mailto:georgewoodley@talktalk.net
mailto:sandra.east@nhs.net
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Church Services for March 2020 
DATE Gt. Abington 

 

Lt. Abington 

 

Hildersham 

 

Readings 

 1 March            10.30am United Eucharist 

(4.00pm Evensong) 

at Balsham  

5 March  9.30am 
Communion 

  

8 March 10.45am 

Communion  

 9.15am 

Communion 

Genesis 12.1-4a 
John 3.1-17 

15 March  10.45am Morning 
Worship 

4.00pm  

Café Church 

Exodus 17.1-7 
John 4.5-42 

22 March 8.00am 
Communion 
9.00am Breakfast 
and Café Church 

 6.00pm Evensong 1Samuel 16.1-13 
John 9 
 

29 March 10.45am 
Communion 

 9.15am 
Communion 

Ezekiel 37.1-14 
John 11.1-45 

 

Church Flower Rota 

 Great Abington Little Abington Hildersham 

1 March Lent – no flowers Marilyn Broadhurst (Clean) Lent – no flowers 

8 March  Marilyn Broadhurst (Clean)  

15 March  Marilyn Broadhurst (Clean)  

22 March  Amanda Marns (Clean)  

29 March  Amanda Marns (Clean)  

 

Churchwardens 

Hildersham Vacancy   

Great Abington Tony Collett 23 Meadow Walk, Great Abington 893447 

Little Abington Graham Ross 41 Church Lane, Little Abington 891564 

 

Assistant Churchwardens 

 

Great Abington 

Anne Hall 12 Magna Close, Great Abington 892275 
 

Patsy Randall 77 High Street, Great Abington 07765 
345 714 

 

Little Abington 

Mary Miles 36 Church Lane, Little Abington 891083 

Marilyn Broadhurst 34 West Field, Little Abington 893214 

  
Parish Nurse 

 
Claire Gillett 

Not 24 hrs, please leave a message if no reply - 
Claire will respond when next on duty. 

07498 
994205 

 




