GREAT ABINGTON Parish Council

Clerk: Mrs. PM Harper
17 Lewis Crescent, Great Abington, Cambridge CB21 6AG

Telephone: 01223 892000

Email: harper802@btinternet.com

AN EXTRA PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

WAS HELD ON MONDAY 7th JUNE 2021 at ABINGTON INSTITUTE IN THE MAIN HALL.
Present: Jill Carter (Chaired this meeting), Jane Bowen, Stephen McDonnell, Louise Patten (for the last planning application), the Clerk and two members of the public.
Meeting started at 7.30pm
The open forum item was moved forward on agenda to allow planning applicants explain their plans and answer questions.
	23. Open forum for members of the public to raise concerns or make comments

The planning applicant for 40 South Road asked if his application could be heard earlier during

the meeting, but as the Council needed another Councillor for a quorate meeting ,because Jane Bowen needed to declare an interest in this application, this application had to be considered once Louise Patten could join the meeting.

The applicant for 40 South Road explained that the agricultural designed had been supported by Planning Officer, Karen Pell-Coggins, even though it was not like local buildings that had been on this estate historically. The proposed building would be red brick on the ground floor and zinc on the first floor and roof,  It was noted that this would be the first third storey building on this estate and that the covered walk way was unusual. 

The planning applicant for 41 South Road explained that the application was for a large dormer and to move the driveway further down the garden.
21. Apologises – Tony Orgee was chairing another meeting and Louise Patten was at a meeting of Abington Recreation Ground Committee on the terrace at the Institute.

22. Councillors to declared interests in items to be discussed. Jane Bowen declared an interest in the application for a dwelling on land at 40 South Road which was owned by her niece.
24. Planning applications to be considered:

a) Ref. 21/01813/FUL – 22 South Road - Demolition of piggery building and mobile home and the construction of 1 No. detached dwelling house and garage together with new access.

Councillors recommended approval of this application, with a request that should consent be granted that a planning condition be included that requires all delivery vehicles associated with the construction on the site be required to park on site and not on the single-track road or any passing bays along South Road.
b) Ref: 21/01786/HFUL:  - Land At 41 South Road - Ground and 1st floor extension to east and north with new dormer window and alterations at 1st floor.
Councillors recommended approval of this application, with a request that should consent be granted that a planning condition be included that requires all delivery vehicles associated with the construction on the site be required to park on site and not on the single-track road or any passing bays along South Road.
c) Ref: 21/01623/FUL - Land Adjacent To 2 Pampisford Road – Construction of 2 storey dwelling.

The Parish Council recommended refusal.
Comments to be included : There was insufficient detail in the plan, with no information about the size or height of the new building and no information about the materials to be used to enable the Council to establish whether the applications conformed to the Neighbourhood Plan. The Highway Dept were not happy about the proposed access onto the public highway; the proposed access included part of the adopted public highway. No ecological survey had been undertaken.
d) Ref: 21/01857/FUL - llumina Centre Granta Park - Changes to the approved drainage strategy for the wider Granta Park development

The Council recommended approval.
e) Ref: 21/02026/FUL - Land Adjacent To 19 South Road  - Erection of a two storey dwellinghouse

The Council recommended refusal  of this planning application, and wanted all the reasons concerns raised by the Parish Council previously for a dwelling in this location  repeated in the comments to the District Council.

The Parish Council recommended refusal of this application because the neighbours at 18 South Road would be overlooked by two bedroom windows. The planning application does not comply with the Neighbourhood Plan, as the new dwelling was likely to have a floor area of over 175m2, because the stairs and voids were not included in the stated 174m2 floor area. In addition to fulfil the requirements of the Neighbourhood Plan the new dwelling should be subservient to the height of the original dwelling. It was unclear what the height was, as there are inconsistencies in the planning paperwork that say it is the same height as the original dwelling and lower. It should be lower. 

If the application was approved, the Parish Council requested that the approval conditions included a requirement that offroad parking be provided on the site for all delivery and any vehicles associated with the construction of the dwelling. The main access road is a single-track road that is easily blocked.

f) Ref: 21/01468/REM- Land East Of 40 South Road- approval of reserve matters
Discussed at the end of the meeting, once an additional Parish Councillor was able to join the meeting to make the decision quorate, as one Councillor , Jane Bowen, had declared an interest in the application and could not participate.
25. Review the Internal Auditor’s Report and Recommendations made.

The internal auditor’s report had been circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting. The allocation of the interest accrued on the section 106 money since 2010 was being reviewed by Tony Orgee. Councillors agreed that the Finance Working Groups proposed payment record would be an appropriate record of the bank transfer authorisation, which was printing the email thread of the invoice and request for authorisation of the bank transfer and included both individual authorisations being confirmed. The Clerk explained that the £511 additional funds in the section 106 account was interest accrued and that the remaining £148 of funds was being checked and was likely to be funds that it had not been transferred out of the account when a section 106 payment had been made from the Council’s current account.
The concern raised about operating accounts with two banks was one shared by the Clerk, who suggested that the Unity account be closed once bank transfer could be made from the Barclays account. It was agreed that this would be discussed further by the Finance Working Group.

26. Complete the section 1 of the Annual Report, the Annual Governance Statement.  The Council completed the statement which was signed by Jill Carter (as Chair of the meeting) and completed by the Clerk. * After the meeting the Council realised that the answer to question 4, should have be ‘no’ as the Council had not advertised the Public Right of Inspection over the correct period. 


	


27. Review, approve and sign/date the completed section 2 – Accounting Statement for 2018/2019. The Council authorised the statement unanimously which was signed by Jill Carter (as Chair of the meeting) and was completed by the Clerk.
28. Review of Standing Orders and Financial Regulations in relation to the purchase of the Pump Track. 
Three changes of figures were agreed in the Standing Orders.  These changes all relate to the ‘financial controls and procedures’ section. The changes agreed were: 

In section 18 (a), the words ‘less than £60,000’ must be replaced by ‘less than £25.000’;

In section 18 (c), the words ‘in excess of £60,000’ must be replaced by ‘in excess of £25.000’;

In section 18 (f), the words ‘to exceed £138,893’ must be replaced by ‘to exceed £189.330’.

 

No changes were required to the Financial Regulations, agreed at the November 2020.  The Council agreed to adopt NALC Legal Topic Note (LTN 87) which clarifies aspects of the Regulations, as an addendum to the Financial Regulations.
The amendments to the Standing Orders and the adoption of the NALC Legal Topic Note (LTN 87) was proposed by Jane Bowen and seconded by Stephen McDonnell with the support of Jill Carter.
Louise Patten joined the meeting

24 f) Ref: 21/01468/REM- Land East Of 40 South Road- approval of reserve matters
The Parish Council made no recommendation about this  planning application.

Comments: The Parish Council was unclear on whether the proposed zinc cladding on the dwelling roof and walls was appropriate for this location, because it was quite a modern material for an agricultural style building and had not been used in this neighbourhood previously. Councillors agreed that if the Planning Officer decided the material was appropriate for the location, the Council would support the application.

Meeting closed at 7.52pm
