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Letter from the Editor  
The days are lengthening. Granta Medical has made great efforts to achieve government 
targets for higher levels of vaccination and the Omicron variant is having less damaging 
effects on health than forecast. So, we go forward into 2022 with hope of returning to a 
more normal life - including resumption of monthly green bin collections (page 10). 
 Advent Windows were a success and brightened up the dark days of December 
(page 5, cover photo). Operation Christmas Child met with a generous response and 
Abington Woods has interesting plans for use of donated Christmas trees. Note also plans 
for a creative event at Abington Woods on 2 February (pages 4, 5, 6). 
 The diary is still full of activities, thanks to the many volunteers who organise them. 
There are plans for a new Craft Group (pages 10-12). 
 Speedwatch operates to keep our roads safe and is calling for more volunteers to 
maintain this service (page 13).  

Rod Willcox recently organised the delivery of 36,000 litres of domestic heating oil to 
village residents and thanks are owed to him for helping us to keep warm for more than 10 
years while he has undertaken this role. Now he would like to step down and asks for 
someone to contact him about taking on this task (see page 17). 
 Reports from the parish councils show continuing important decisions on planning 
applications. A replacement councillor is needed for the Little Abington Parish Council. 
Could this be you (pages 14-17). 

Plans for a New Pump Track on the Abington Recreation Ground are about to reach 
the building stage at the end of February (page 13). Proud owners of gardens in Great 
Abington are asked to consider being part of the Open Gardens event planned for June 
2022. The Sawston Fun Run returns in May to continue its excellent record of charitable 
fundraising. See pages 5, 18. 

On page 17 the Abington History Group reports hosting a visit for scouts from 
Chernobyl in 1990. It owed its success to the generosity of local people and businesses. 

The death of Catherine Myer is mourned by Hildersham residents for whom Cathy 
was a tireless supporter of the community, a boundless source of ideas for exciting 
innovations, especially for the church and the children. In 2021 the Bishop of Ely awarded 
her the Etheldreda medal for exceptional and sustained voluntary services. See the tribute 
on page 6 and reports from Hildersham on page 16.  

The pandemic brought out high levels of effective support for vulnerable members of 
the community, reflecting a long history of voluntary service. This will need to continue, not 
only to fill vacancies indicated above but to ensure food banks can meet increasing needs. 

Valerie Silvey 
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From the Seven Churches 
As diaries for the coming year start to be filled, it feels like we can plan events with 
more confidence and hope! I am delighted we are already planning for more 
baptisms and weddings this year with, as things stand, fewer concerns about 
restrictions. We are also hoping to run some confirmation sessions in the Spring for 
those, adults or children, who may wish to be confirmed later in the year. If you are 
interested in this or would like to explore more about what confirmation is and 
whether it might be for you, please do contact me at mccoll.iain@gmail.com  

I was inspired by a letter someone wrote to me during the lockdown last year 
which encouraged me to remember these words from the Bible: “Rejoice always, 
pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances”. The writer of the letter was quick 
to emphasize the encouragement to give thanks in all circumstances but not 
necessarily for all circumstances! Hope, gratitude and joy are intertwined and are 
not just for the happier events in our lives. Even at a funeral, hope, gratitude and a 
poignant sense of joy may still co-mingle with the mourning and loss.  

We been through such strange and challenging times since the Covid crisis 
began in 2020 and therefore it’s so important to remember where our hope comes 
from and not to let uncertainty or fear steal our joy. In the Christian faith, hope is 
centred on Jesus Christ as our Lord and Saviour and on his kingdom of 
righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. Keeping our focus on this, 
throughout the changing seasons of our life, can allow hope, gratitude and joy to 
overflow and empower us to share that hope and joy with others.   

Revd Iain McColl 
 
Although we have returned to a regular pattern of services inside our churches, we are 
continuing to run a weekly online service each Sunday at 10.30am.  These services can 
either take the form of live streaming from the home of the person leading the service, or a 
pre-recorded service that is then played on the day, or even the live streaming of a service 
from one of our churches. There is always the opportunity for 'virtual' coffee and chat for 
those who wish to stay online afterwards. More information about these online services 
can be found on the website  www.grantavale.org.uk  under the calendar section, or by 
signing up to our weekly newsletter, details of which can also be found on the website.  
 
 
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD, feedback 
Thank you to all of those who supported OCC in 2021. The outcome was 
tremendous and means that so many children will receive a shoebox filled 
with lovely gifts, showing love to them. Possibly the only present they will 
receive with some items treasured for years. 

Tucker Gardner in Shelford received 99 boxes, the Free Church in Shelford 219 and 
the Abington area 194, which made a huge total of 514 (these came from individuals, 
churches or groups). We also received £545 via donations. This money was used to buy 
items or to cover the costs of transport and training and for The Greatest gift course the 
children are invited to take part in. There is much to be thankful for, and to Praise God. 
This year boxes from the East of England processing centre at St Neots went to Liberia 
(24,000), Albania and Central Asia (about the same number for each but not confirmed 
yet). 

Thank you again for your generosity and care. You are appreciated so much. 
Jane Furlow (year-round Connect volunteer) 

mailto:mccoll.iain@gmail.com
http://www.grantavale.org.uk/
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 News from the Pews 
As for most of us, January prompts us to plan the year ahead. Our churches are no 
exception as the PCC met in January to discuss future church services, church 
maintenance and fundraising, all in the hope that Covid allows. 

 We know that members of our community would wish to thank Graham Ross for his 
amazing artistic coverage of the ‘Twelve Days of Christmas’. Well done, Graham, thank 
you for some joy following the Christmas lull.  

Our sincere thanks to Mak in the Village Shop for selling Advent Window 
programmes. This centre point is extremely important to us for selling or advertising 
events. We really appreciate this service. Overall, the programmes sold exceedingly well, 
and we know from the responses that the event was once again a huge success. Thanks 
to all who took part in the stunning displays. Thinking caps on for Advent 2023!  

Once again (after a two-year absence) we will be holding ‘Open Gardens’ at the end 
of June. This time Great Abington residents will be opening their gardens following Little 
Abington’s highly successful openings in 2018 (the event is held every other year). If you 
would like to open your garden for the event and would like details, please contact a 
churchwarden (contact details on back page).  

We envisage that the library will be active in Great Abington Church in the very near 
future. We are delighted that the Pantry is being used regularly by both contributors and 
users. Thank you for your support on this zero food wastage project.   
 
We still have Abington Notelets available @ £5 for a pack of 8 depicting pictures of 
Abington – available from Churchwardens (see back page).   
 
Funeral – Joan Adams 
It was with sadness that we learned that Joan Adams had passed away. Joan moved to 
her cottage in Little Abington some twenty years ago from Cheshire to be near her 
daughter, following the passing of her husband. She had many friends in the village and 
took an active part until ill health kept her housebound during the last few years. Her 
daughter Katherine takes this opportunity to thank members of the community for their 
support, friendship and compassion shown to her mother. The funeral takes place at 
Hildersham Church on 1 February. 
We offer our thoughts and prayers to Joan’s family. 

Anne Hall  

Roger Edwards 
The funeral of Roger Edwards (who died aged 85) took place at Barton Glebe Woodland 
Burial site on 17 December. Roger came to Great Abington in 1964 when he obtained a 
smallholding on the Land Settlement Association. He loved village life and was very 
gregarious. He frequently visited the café in the Institute and used to love a good chat. He 
will be greatly missed by his wife Jean and children Sonia and Andrew and their families. 

 
Granta Vale Ministry Team 

Rector Revd Iain McColl  890 693: mccoll.iain@gmail.com 
Revd Kathy Bishop  892 288: revkathy@hotmail.co.uk 

Steven Wheeler 290 396: Alistair Collen 891 561 
Keith Day  891 527: Rosemary Mead  891 718 

Kristi Stewart Elliott kristimse@gmail.com 
Amanda Goodman amandapaulagoodman@gmail.com 

 
Parish Nurse  Kim Cox (see page 20) 

Parish Administrator Caroline Walshe  891 443: 7churches.seven@gmail.com  
https://grantavale.org.uk  

mailto:mccoll.iain@gmail.com
mailto:revkathy@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:kristimse@gmail.com
mailto:7churches.seven@gmail.com
https://grantavale.org.uk/
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Catherine (Cathy) Myer (1943–2021) 
The death of Cathy, on 16 December 2021, marked a seminal moment in the life of the 
village and community of Hildersham. Although not a lifelong resident, Cathy was part of 
the DNA of the village. She cared for the landscape and environment, she cared for the 
village organisations, she cared for the church and most of all she cared deeply for all the 
people of Hildersham, even those who perhaps felt they did not really know her. 

It is quite impossible, in these few words, for me to describe all that Cathy did and 
achieved here but suffice it to say that she was ready to turn her hand to almost anything 
that might benefit the community and any suggestion that something desirable might be 
“too difficult” would generally promote depths of determination it was impossible to resist. A 
few random examples include ‘Shakespeare in the Wood’, ‘Teatime’, ‘Caribbean Picnic, 
the Arts and Crafts Festival and so many more. 

Cathy was a Christian with a rock-solid faith; although brought up as a committed 
Methodist she slipped comfortably into the Anglican Church and loved and enjoyed its 
tradition and liturgy. Cathy did not wear her faith on her sleeve but rather demonstrated it 
day by day in the care she showed for others, especially in her countless kindnesses the 
full extent of which we shall never know. Hildersham Church and its churchyard were 
treasures to Cathy not solely because she 
simply loved the building and its surrounds, 
but rather because of what it represented in 
terms of the presence of God right at the 
centre of the community. Cathy passionately 
believed that the church building was an 
essential component in the ministry and 
mission in the parish and that it should be 
open and accessible to all for a wide variety 
of uses with the necessary facilities to make 
that possible – the North Porch, water and a 
loo are testament to our shared view as 
churchwardens that the church was a 
community asset and not a Sunday Museum. Cathy was determined to bring that about. 

Education was Cathy’s professional life, and the development of children and young 
people was her passion; in the church Cathy was clear that young people should have a 
place, a role and a voice and should never be patronised – the Children’s Church Council 
must be seen as the pinnacle of her achievement in that respect and the love and affection 
in which she is held by so many young people here is the evidence. 

Music played a central part in Cathy’s life, and she was a longstanding and loyal 
member of the choir here until her death. Not only did Cathy sing but she was also our 
librarian, often spending cold hours in the church filing the music the rest of us had 
cheerfully abandoned to her care. Like her late husband, John, Cathy had a keen sense of 
humour and appreciation of the ridiculous which resulted in so many happy times at our 
practices and social gatherings. 

The loss of her beloved John and her own terminal diagnosis put a different 
complexion on Cathy’s last year but did not diminish her spirit or her faith. 
Characteristically, Cathy made a plan to live life with cancer well and to concentrate her 
limited energy on doing the things she most wanted to do, most importantly supporting her 
family. She then resolved to die a dignified death in her own home both of which aims she 
achieved with aplomb. For those of us who had the privilege of walking alongside Cathy 
during those months, she set an example of steadfastness and total absence of self-pity 
that I for one will never forget. Cathy, we miss you so much but what a joy to have known 
you and what a legacy you have left us!            Keith Day 
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Covid Vaccine Update 
On 13 December 2021 the government announced that the deadline for every adult to 
have been offered a covid booster was being brought forward from 31 January 2022 to 31 
December 2021. 
Granta staff stepped forward to support the “Omicron Emergency Booster National 
Mission” to encourage everyone who is eligible to “get boosted now”. 
Between 15 December and 3 January an extra 7,000 Granta patients were vaccinated. 
Staff worked the three bank holidays, in addition to squeezing extra vaccine clinics into 
their normal working days, to ensure that as many patients as possible were vaccinated 
before the new deadline passed. 
New Hospital Helpline for Patients 
The Covid-19 pandemic has added to the strain on all NHS services. As a result of this, 
waiting list times for outpatient and specialist appointments and procedures have 
increased for everybody.  This can cause worry and uncertainty about when you will 
eventually receive an appointment, and unfortunately Granta has no direct access to the 
hospital appointment lists.   

If you have been referred by your GP/are waiting for: 
• An outpatient appointment 
• An appointment for hospital tests (e.g. scans) 
• A date for an operation or other treatment 
• A follow-up from your hospital team 
• and you have a query about what is happening, there is now a new dedicated 

Freephone Patient Help Line - 0800 048 5800. 
May we respectfully ask that you only call Granta if your condition has genuinely 
deteriorated, when you will be reviewed by one of the clinical team and appropriate action 
can be taken in regard to your hospital care. 

Thank you for your continued understanding, patience and support. 
Sandra East, Head of Patient Services. Tel: 01223 627743 / Email: sandra.east@nhs.net 
 

Support available for people looking after family members or friends 
Do you care for someone who would find it difficult to cope without that support? This could be 
looking after a family member, partner or friend because of their illness, disability, a mental health 
problem or an addiction. If this sounds like your situation, then you are recognised as a carer. 

Caring Together is a local charity which last year supported more than 17,000 carers of all 
ages and their families across Cambridgeshire, Peterborough, and Norfolk. Carers can be any age 
and have a wide range of situations. 

Whether you are new to your caring role, have seen your role evolve as the person you 
care for has needed more support over time, or have lost a loved one you cared for, Caring 
Together is there to help you. They can offer a range of advice, information and support, and help 
you, and the person you care for, access services that are helpful to you. Their services include: 

• a dedicated carers’ telephone where trained advisors can give you information and advice 
that will support you in your caring role, such as carers’ assessments, emergency planning 
and welfare benefits;  

• homecare services, where a care worker looks after the person you care for, including to 
enable you to have a break; 

• face-to-face and online carers’ hubs, where you can meet other carers in a similar situation; 

• a monthly newsletter to keep you informed and updated. To find out more call 0345 241 
0954 or email at   hello@caringtogether.org. You can also visit the website: 
www.caringtogether.org.uk 

about:blank
mailto:hello@caringtogether.org
about:blank
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County and District Council 
District and County Councillors’ Report January 2022 
Covid Booster vaccinations 
There are several walk-in clinics around the county where booster jabs can be had on the 
day. Warning though, queues have been notoriously long so far, so expect a wait. Details 
here - https://www.thevaccinators.co.uk/ 
Innovate & Cultivate Fund 
The Innovate & Cultivate Fund, offered by the County Council, is open for another round of 
funding. Full criteria and applications can be found here - 
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/council/communities-localism/innovate-and-cultivate-
fund - but the essence of the fund is to fund schemes that take the pressure off the County 
Council by funding services that they have a responsibility to provide. This current round of 
bidding closes on 1 February.  

Community Chest Fund 
Another existing fund that is opening a new round of bidding, with some good news, the 
amount groups are able to bid for has doubled from £1,000 to £2,000 per group. Full 
criteria and applications can be found at https://www.scambs.gov.uk/community-safety-
and-health/grants/community-chest-grants/  
Household Support Fund There is a support fund available from the County Council that 
is aimed at supporting families with a below average income, through the more difficult 
winter months. There is a fair amount of money in the pot at the moment and the fund will 
remain open until March 2022. Eligibility criteria and application form can be found here - 
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/coronavirus/household-support-fund  
Flood Risk Management Strategy The County Council, which has, in most cases 
responsibility for the management of flooding, has published an updated version of their 
risk management strategy. This was open for comments until January 23rd and attracted 
many, given the amount of heavy rainfall we have had over the last year. 
https://consultcambs.uk.engagementhq.com/cambridgeshire-flood-risk-management-
strategy  
Sad News We were extremely saddened to hear the news that Enid Bald, of Linton Parish 
Council, passed away over the holiday period. She was an excellent, dedicated councillor 
and a real asset to the village. She leaves a large hole to be filled in the community and 
our thoughts are with her husband John and their family. 

 
Contact Information 
District Council – John Batchelor – johndbatchelor23@gmail.com 
County & District Council – Henry Batchelor – henrybatchelor89@gmail.com  
 
 
 

Introducing the Anne Robson Helpline - If you or someone 
close to you is dying, you can talk to us. 
At the Anne Robson Trust we aim to be there to listen to anyone 
who is struggling with the imminent death of someone they care 
about.  We know that facing the end of life can leave you isolated 
and alone.  
Calls are free and confidential – Call us on 0808 801 0688 

Being able to access support whilst a loved one is dying is really important for a number of 
reasons. Gaining knowledge of what may happen towards the end and having a sense of 
preparedness helps both the person dying and their family to gain as much control as possible. 
Please visit www.annerobsontrust.org.uk/helpline-service to find out more. 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
https://consultcambs.uk.engagementhq.com/cambridgeshire-flood-risk-management-strategy
https://consultcambs.uk.engagementhq.com/cambridgeshire-flood-risk-management-strategy
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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News from Abington Woods 

Thank you for the amazing response to our request for the trees used in your Christmas 
celebrations. The plan is to use them in a variety of constructive ways.  
  The Abington Woods Gardens continue to be home to our local scouting troops and 
visiting ones. It is now also regularly used by over 100 students each week. This 
represents partnerships cultivated with seven different local educational groups and I am 
very proud of this accomplishment. Of course, this means increased footfall through the 
woodland and maintaining the balance between wild woodland; managed space; free 
explorative, investigative and constructive play; and respectable tidiness is an ongoing 
endeavour.  
  And so… the branches from your trees will be laid in areas of heavy foot traffic to 
help deal with muddy points like meeting circles and fire pits. Buying in woodchip is well 
beyond our budget! 
  It is no longer permitted to burn the wood found in Abington Woods as this 
compromises the woodland’s delicate ecological balance. Vital habitats - for everything 
from bugs to deer – are becoming lost. Thankfully, we have a local source of good 
seasoned wood and are very grateful for the service provided by Abington Sawmill. Each 
group of young people who use the woods as a space for learning, has been tasked with 
building a dry wood store. These will be built from the trunks of your trees.  
  The original plan was to use the trees to host a 
community mid-winter bonfire. A chance for fellowship 
and reflection. The British seasons offer a natural rhythm 
that affects us all. Mid-winter (on the 2 February in 2022) 
is traditionally a time when communities would come 
together and give thanks for the first signs of spring, 
heralded by our beautiful snowdrops. Candlemass is the 
Christian marking of this time of year when all the 
candles to be used in the church over the coming year 
are blessed.  
  Whatever your chosen spiritual path, Abington 
Woods would like to invite you to come together in 
fellowship on Wednesday 2 February, between 4pm and 
8pm, to celebrate the diversity of our culture and 
traditions and reflect upon the theme of light in the 
darkness of winter.  

There will be sign-making for our snowdrop 
patches around the woodland, to protect them from 

being picked and trampled, and to teach 
people about this beautiful flower.  
 
There will also be whisk-making from the 
tips of your Christmas trees, lantern-
making (bring a jam jar!), a fire at dusk 
upon which you may choose to bake a 
potato, and a short community gathering 
with Jeanine our resident ordinand. 
 
I hope to see you then.   
 Deborah James 
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Diary for February 2022 

Date Venue Abington Institute unless stated Time Page 
Tue 1 Art Group 

Table Tennis 
10.00am 

7.30pm 
19 
19 

Wed 2 Yoga – course and drop in 
Abington Woods event – at Abington Woods 

9.30am 
4-8pm 

11 
9 

Thu 3 Abington Walking Group 9.50am 11 

Fri 4 Low impact Aerobics 
Pilates 

9.30am 
10.30am 

11 
11 

Mon 7 Baby & Toddler Group – Pre-school building 
Physio Pilates  
Abington Gardening Group 

9.30am 
2.20pm 
7.30pm 

11 
11 
11 

Tue 8 Art Group 
Forget-Me-Not Club 
Reading Group 
Table Tennis 

10.00am 
2.00pm 
7.30pm 
7.30pm 

       19 
11 
12 
19 

Wed 9 Yoga – course and drop in 9.30am 11 

Fri 11 Low impact Aerobics 
Pilates 

9.30am 
10.30am 

11 
11 

Mon 14 Physio Pilates  
Abington and Hildersham WI 

2.20pm 
7.30pm 

11 
12 

Tue 15 Art Group 
Table Tennis 

10.00am 
7.30pm 

19 
19 

Wed 16 Yoga – course and drop in 9.30am 11 

Sat 19 Abington Walking Group 9.50am 11 

Mon 21 Baby & Toddler Group – Pre-school building 
Social cycling - – 1 Bourn Bridge Road 
Physio Pilates  

9.30am 
10.30am 

2.20pm 

11 
11 
11 

Tue 22 Art Group 
Forget-Me-Not Club 
Scrabble Club 
Table Tennis 

10.00am 
2.00pm 
7.00pm 
7.30pm 

19 
11 
12 
19 

Wed 23 Yoga – course and drop 9.30am 11 

Thu 24 Abington Lunch 1.00pm 11 

Mon 28 Rivercare and litter pickup - meet at bridge/ford 9.30am  

For details of contacts please see inside back cover or articles where indicated. 
Institute bookings: contact preferably by email: institute@theabingtons.org.uk or phone 
07591 064 310. 

Jeremiah’s Café in Abington Village Institute 
Opening times in February 2022  

Thursday lunchtime  11.30am – 1.30pm (3rd, 10th, 17th) Lunch 24th 

Saturday mornings 10.00am – 12 noon (5th, 12th, 19th, 26th)  

Contacts for Café – helenstchowe@btinternet.com and helen.rogers.uk@gmail.com  
Shrove Tuesday or -Pancake Day – is on March 1st this year. Jeremiah’s Cafe will be 
open specially, between 2-4pm, to offer pancakes. Look out for notices and more detail. 

Wheelie bin dates for February 2022 (Abingtons and Hildersham) 

  Mon 7   Mon 14  Mon 21  Mon 28 
  Green/Blue  Black   Blue   Black 

mailto:institute@theabingtons.org.uk
mailto:helenstchowe@btinternet.com
mailto:helen.rogers.uk@gmail.com
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Yoga – Wednesdays 9.30am at Abington Institute 
Contact Joan 890 629 or email joangraham72@gmail.com if you would like to drop in and 
try a class. 
 

Low Impact Aerobics and Pilates – Fridays, 9.30am and 10.30am 
Aerobics, toning and stretching, exercises to raise your heart rate and tone your body, fun 
and friendly. Pilates will help to alleviate back pain, improve core strength, posture and 
flexibility. Please book for five weeks for Low Impact Aerobics and Pilates. Contact Disa 
Bennett on 07798 754 029 or www.zumbaandpilatescambridge.co.uk  
 

Physio-led Face to Face Pilates on Mondays at Abington Institute 
Mondays 2.20 to 3.20pm for Beginners/Intermediate. Max 6 participants. Classes £12 per 
session. Book 3 sessions (£36 non-refundable). 
Contact Christina Heinz on cambridgepilates@outlook.com  
 

Abington Gardening Club 
The first meeting of 2022 will be on Monday 7 February at 7.30pm in the Institute when 
Sharka Baxter will give a talk entitled ‘Born to be a gardener’.  

New members are very welcome. 
Kay Harman, Secretary, Tel 891 730 email: robandkayharman@gmail.com 

 

Abington Walking Group 
Of late we have had lovely crisp walks to Bartlow and Barton. 
Your February strolls will be on Thursday 3rd and Saturday 19th. 
As usual we depart from the Institute at 10am by shared transport to the 
walk venue. 
If you would like details of all our walk dates for 2022 please let us know or see notices in 
the Institute or noticeboard. 
All good wishes for 2022, keep well and safe. 
For further information  please contact: 
 Robin Harman on 891 730 or robandkayharman@gmail.com 
 George Woodley on 891 169 or georgewoodley@ge29gew@gmail.com 
 

Social Cycling 
The next cycle ride will be on Monday 21 February 2022. We shall meet at 10.30am at 1 
Bourn Bridge Road. 

Gaynor Farrant 07817 517 871 or gaynorfarrant198@btinternet.com 

Abington Pre-School Baby and Toddler Group 

This Group is open every Monday morning (term time only) from 9.30–11.30am, in the 
Abington Annexe building at the bottom of the primary school playground. No need to book 
in advance. Contact 01223 894 246 (Abington Annexe Office) or email 
abingtonannexeoffice@gmail.com 
 

Forget-Me-Not Club 
This month we are planning to celebrate The Chinese New Year with a Thai meal provided 
by the Three Tuns on 8 February at 1pm. 
On 22 February Barry Brooks has kindly agreed to give a presentation on the village`s 
Historical Timeline which should be very interesting. 
We look forward to seeing you all in February. 
Please contact me for any further details.  Jenny Milns (tel. 890 ,252). 
 

The Abingtons and Hildersham News on the website  
To see the News before a printed copy is available and to see the photographs in colour, go to 
www.theabingtons.org.uk/news  and follow the link to the pdf for the month you want. 

mailto:joangraham72@gmail.com
http://www.zumbaandpilatescambridge.co.uk/
mailto:cambridgepilates@outlook.com
mailto:robandkayharman@gmail.com
about:blank
about:blank
mailto:gaynorfarrant198@btinternet.com
mailto:abingtonannexeoffice@gmail.com
http://www.theabingtons.org.uk/news
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Abington & Hildersham Women's Institute 
Members were welcomed to the January meeting with a glass of pink fizz to celebrate the 
New Year. Some had brought a piece of their favourite jewellery to show to our speaker, 
Jason Middleton, a gem and jewellery expert. He explained what to look for when buying 
and advised us to be wary when buying abroad as the jewellery market is less well-
regulated than in the UK. He recommended visiting independent jewellers as they are 
specialists and usually have workshops for making and repairing items. Gems are graded 
by carat, colour, clarity and cut and are set in one of the four noble metals: silver, gold, 
platinum or palladium (a cheaper alternative to platinum). Unless you are a millionaire, set 
a budget and choose something that you really like and will wear. It is unlikely to be an 
investment but will probably last a lifetime. Whether a token of love, a holiday souvenir, a 
memento of a special occasion or inherited, a beautiful piece of jewellery always has great 
sentimental value and should be regularly cleaned and checked for metal fatigue in the 
setting. Moissanite is a new gemstone created in a laboratory under the same conditions 
as a diamond is formed in the earth, but it doesn’t have quite the same ring as “Diamonds 
are a girl’s best friend”, does it? 

Over the Christmas holiday members were asked to read their WI Life magazine to 
inform themselves of the proposals for the 2022 WI Resolutions prior to voting at the next 
meeting. If you were unable to attend in January but wish to vote, please inform Marianne 
of your choice before 7 February. 
Monday 14 February 7.30pm: Guest speaker Fran Saltmarsh “By Jove, what style! 
Georgian Costumes & Society”.  Please bring a small plate/saucer of Valentine-themed 
nibbles. 
Visitors and new members always welcome. 

Marilyn Broadhurst 

Reading Group 

8 February
 

Becoming 
Michelle Obama 

Lisa Pechey 

8 March
 

The Holiday 
TM Logan 

Sue Batty 

12 April The Midnight Library 
Matt Haig 

Liz Obstfeld 

We will meet at 7.30pm at Lisa’s to discuss Becoming.  Please confirm attendance to Lisa 
and copy me in. Please also do a LFT before attending out of respect and courtesy to all. 
We would welcome new members. If interested, please email me at vhefford@yahoo.co.uk  
 

Scrabble Club.  

The next meeting of the Scrabble group will be on Tuesday 22 February at 7pm in the 
Institute. We will use the meeting room and can overflow into the café area to maintain a 
safe distance. New members very welcome. 

Sheena Fraser 

Update–Abington Craft Group  
I have sufficient people interested in attending a group. So, my attentions turn to look for 
funding and insurance to run the group. I expect it to be held in the Terrace, Abington 
Institute, monthly, initially.  Here’s hoping for a start date in March. 
Contact me by phone 01223 892838, or at  Glynis.brookman@btinternet.com 
 

mailto:vhefford@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:Glynis.brookman@btinternet.com
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Pump Track construction starting soon 
Construction of the cycling Pump Track on the south side of Abington Recreation Ground 
adjacent to the outside gym is scheduled to begin on 28 February, ground and weather 
conditions permitting. The construction contractor, Conservefor, will fence the site and 
ensure that appropriate site safety practices are observed, but all users of the recreation 
ground, particularly those in control of young children or dogs, are asked to take special 
care while the work is in progress. The contractors will be accessing the site using the lane 
to St Mary's Church from the High Street in Great Abington. Please be aware that heavy 
lorries and workmen will be in action. 

The new track will offer an exciting opportunity for cycling skills improvement and fun 
exercise for cyclists of all ages and abilities, for users of BMX bikes, scooter riders, 
balance bikes (strider bikes), inline skates and cruiser skateboards, and for people with 
disabilities and users of adapted bicycles. The track is part-funded by a grant from British 
Cycling, and part by Great Abington Parish Council using funding provided by the 
developers of housing in the village to support infrastructure projects to benefit the 
community. 

The construction phase is expected to take around four weeks, so the time is not too 
distant when the first riders can launch on to the track. Look out for more information in 
future issues of A&H News about progress and the planned opening of this super addition 
to the recreation ground. 
 

Community Speedwatch in the Abingtons 
Road safety in the Abingtons is important. We are an active community with many 
pedestrians and cyclists. The Abingtons Speedwatch team has operated successfully for 
the past few years. The programme is aimed at making drivers aware of their speed, 
especially when they exceed the speed limit. It is an educational activity, not an 
enforcement one. 

While the volunteers have no powers to sanction a prosecution, details of speeding 
are passed on to the Police who write to the registered keeper of the speeding vehicle or 
sometimes pay them a visit. The driver will be asked to respect local speed limits.  

Cambridgeshire Constabulary and its partners are committed to reducing road 
casualties and addressing anti-social use of the road. They empower local communities to 
assist in this commitment, making neighbourhoods safer and improving residents’ quality 
of life by supporting Speedwatch.  

Recently we have operated mainly on Cambridge Road (A1307) in Little Abington 
and Pampisford Road in Great Abington. We have now obtained authority from the Police 
to start operations on Linton Road which is carrying an increased amount of traffic. We are 
always keen to hear from you if you feel there are other parts of the village where speeding 
is a hazard. 

We need more volunteers to help with this important activity. Sessions last for about 
an hour, and we try to run at least three a week. If you are interested, we would like to 
invite you to attend a live session as an observer to see what is involved. The next step 
would require you to undertake a short training session with a police instructor.  

For further details and to register your interest do please contact me. 
Paddy Keane, Community Speedwatch Co-ordinator 

07871 277849 or email paddy.keane@btinternet.com 

mailto:paddy.keane@btinternet.com
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Little Abington Parish Council 

Salting icy roads 
When roads are icy, parish councillors spread salt from the salt bins on potentially 
dangerous corners and pavements such as Church Lane. But please feel free to spread 
some salt when necessary yourselves. 
Parish Councillor vacancy 
We are looking for a new parish councillor to replace Peter Brunning. If you would like to 
get involved in community matters, please get in touch with Sheila Bolden (details below). 
Fostering opportunities 
Cambridgeshire County Council has launched a social media fostering campaign to 
demonstrate how there is a type of fostering to suit all types of profession and lifestyle. If 
fostering interests you, take a look at the Facebook pages @PCCFostering and 
@CCCFosteringService, or call 0800 0520078 or text 60777. 
ATM at Fourwentways 
You might not all be aware that there is an ATM (cashpoint) on the side of the Burger King 
building next to the Shell garage.  
 
Planning meeting on Wednesday 12 January 
21/05400/HFUL 10 Bourn Bridge Road, two-storey side extension with single-storey front 
and rear extensions. Recommended approval. 

21/03822/FUL Site 1 Granta Park. Amendments. Recommended refusal on grounds of 
height and massing, noise and light pollution and increase in traffic to Granta Park. 

S/1110/15/CONDA Phase 2 Granta Park. Various details of proposed development of the 

site in Land Zone 2. Recommended refusal on grounds of additional traffic (combined 

with above). 

21/05175/FUL Vernalis 3 Granta Park, installation of two new ventilation ducts. 
Recommended approval. 

SCDC decisions and updates  
21/05048/FUL Land adjacent to 51 High Street: Withdrawn 
21/03187/HFUL 1 Ley Rectory Farm Barns: SCDC refused  
 

Little Abington Parish Council Meetings 
Held in Abington Institute  

Next Meeting: Monday 28 March 2022, Parish Council at 7.15pm 

    Sheila Bolden (Chairman)  07754 659 929 Email: sheila.bolden@btinternet.com  

    Genevieve Dalton (Clerk) 07703 486562 Email: clerk@littleabington.clara.co.uk  

 
Next meetings 
NB. no meeting in February 
Next meeting, Monday 28 March 
If you would like to participate in a meeting in person or via Zoom please contact the clerk 
to make arrangements. Details to be confirmed regarding start times and venue on the 
Abingtons website and the parish council noticeboard.  
The meeting agendas and papers are published on the Abingtons website: 
http://www.theabingtons.org.uk  
 

mailto:sheila.bolden@btinternet.com
mailto:clerk@littleabington.clara.co.uk
http://www.theabingtons.org.uk/
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Great Abington Parish Council                               An Active Council 

Parking  
Can all residents please be sure they park considerately, ensuring that the footpaths are 
not blocked; these need to be kept clear for pushchairs, wheelchairs and mobility scooters. 
When parking in the High Street please make sure that there is enough room for the bus to 
get past. 

Planning  
Please attend a planning meeting if you would like to make a comment that we can 
consider in our debate before agreeing on the Parish Council's recommendation to SCDC. 
If you have views on a planning application, you should also make your comment on the 
South Cambs. website (link below) as this will ensure that the planners take your view into 
consideration in their decision-making. For more information on the applications below, use 
the reference given at:- https://www.scambs.gov.uk/planning/view-or-comment-on-a-
planning-application/ 
 

Parish Council recommendations 

21/05216/HFUL – Plot 3 – Land at the rear of Strawberry Farm, Pampisford Road - 
Installation of outdoor swimming pool, ancillary pool house and associated infrastructure 
and works. Recommended approval 
21/05175/FUL – Vernalis 3, Granta Park- installation of two new ventilation units on 
existing flat roof and new condensation unit on ground floor. 
21/05282/FUL – 127 High Street- erection of a detached dwelling. Recommend refusal 
21/03822/FUL – Site 1, Granta Park – erection of R&D building with decked car park, 
landscaping and associated infrastructure. Recommend refusal 
21/05296/FUL – Land north of 100 High Street – demolish garage and erect 2 storey 
dwelling. Recommended approval in principle but referred to Planning Officer regarding 
parking and planned choice of materials 
21/05165/REM – Approval of reserve matters for 2 Phase 2 Land Zone 2 Granta Park - 
Reserved Matters application for a Research and Development buildings and associated 
car parking comprising layout, scale and appearance of the buildings, landscaping and 
associated infrastructure with respect to the individual development plots (including 
parking), pursuant to outline application S/1110/15/OL. Recommend refusal 
District Council decisions 
21/04530/FUL – 14 Magna Close - Change of use from existing timber outbuilding to 
hairdressing salon. Approved 
21/04345/HFUL – 7 Chalky Road – renovation of existing house; demolition of existing two 
storey extension and erection of new two storey extension. Approved 

Great Abington Parish Council Meetings 

Held in Abington Village Institute  

Tony Orgee (Chairman) tonyorgee@gmail.com  

Planning Committees: These are arranged as required when applications are received. 
See Parish Council notice board for dates or contact the Parish Clerk. 

Next Parish Council meeting: Monday 21 March 2022 at 7.15pm 

There will be opportunities at the start and close of the meeting for members of the public 
to speak to the council about matters of concern. Notices, agendas and minutes are 
posted on the Parish Council notice board located at the entrance to Magna Close or 
available from the Parish Clerk. 

Paula Harper (Clerk): harper802@btinternet.com (892 000) 

https://www.scambs.gov.uk/planning/view-or-comment-on-a-planning-application/
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/planning/view-or-comment-on-a-planning-application/
mailto:tonyorgee@gmail.com
about:blank
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Hildersham Church News  
 

Christmas Carol Service 
Holy Trinity Church had its usual Christmas glow for the Carol Service with many candles 
illuminating the stained glass which we viewed from outside this year as we gathered 
outdoors to celebrate together.  

The wintry mists did not deter more than fifty villagers and the combined churches 
choir whose voices rang out across the fields. The service began with Keith Day 
remembering our dear friend, Cathy Myer, who would have been so happy to see us all 
together at this special place. 

This year the CCC chose to read Christina Rossetti’s poem ‘In the Bleak Midwinter’ 
which we are more familiar with as a sung carol, but the clearly spoken beautiful words 
seemed even more resonant. 

Festive wishes were exchanged, and chilly fingers and toes were warmed with 
mulled wine and mince pies. 

The beautifully decorated church and the flickering candles greeted us all again on 
Christmas Day as we celebrated communion together.  

The children’s crib was blessed as Bethan McColl placed the baby Jesus in the 
manger. Another reminder of Cathy Myer, who created this essential part of Christmas with 
Hildersham children. 
CCC have a February meeting to home the mini beast population of the churchyard after 
which we will be in need of hot soup and rolls. This is the start of a year filled with lots of 
exciting plans and projects. 

Hildersham Jam Stall and EACH  
Our Christmas donation to EACH was £659, making a total of £1200 donated in 2021.  
This is a record-breaking amount, and we are immensely grateful to everyone who has 
made it possible. 

We wish to pay tribute to our dear friend, Cathy Myer, who died in December.  Cathy 
was a great supporter of the stall, making delicious marmalades and jellies. The 
Community Herb Garden, adjacent to the jam stall, was Cathy’s brainchild and will live on 
in her memory. It was planted in spring 2021, flourished beautifully and we look forward to 
even more flowers and fragrance this year.  

All proceeds from the jam stall and herb garden are donated to East Anglia’s 
Children’s Hospices (EACH). 

Jill Heale 

Hildersham Parish Council 
Report on the Hildersham Parish Council meeting held on 11 January 2022. 

Thanks to the many Hildersham residents who helped plant the hundreds of small trees 
(whips) delivered in December to create the new copse. Particular thanks to the people 
who planted the additional hundred trees that arrived after planting the first batch of trees.  

Building work to improve the A1307/Beech Row and Pampisford Road/A1307 
junctions is due to start in February. Councillors are still trying to establish why the slip 
road from the A1307 into Beech Row is being removed and converted into a cycle lane as 
part of the planned junction improvements. Many residents are concerned that this will 
make turning into Hildersham hazardous. 

There will be elections for Parish Councillors on 5 May this year if more than seven 
people apply to join the council. If you are interested in applying to become a councillor, 
please contact the Clerk and she will forward an application form to you when they become 
available. The deadline to apply is 5 April 2022.  

The Recreation Ground Trust and Field Garden Trust meeting is being held after 
each Parish Council meeting. The land, previously administered by the Parish Council, 
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including the allotments, the Recreation Ground, North and South Holding, will be 
managed by the Trusts. 

If you notice a fault with the highways, such as potholes, you can report them using 
the following link: https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/travel-roads-and-
parking/roads-and-pathways/roadworks-and-faults 
 

The next meeting of Hildersham Parish Council will be on Tuesday 8 March 2022 in 
Hildersham Village Hall. Information is on the Parish Council’s website: 
https://hildershamparishcouncil.org.uk   
Paula Harper (Clerk): harper802@btinternet.com (892 000) 
 

Abington History Group  Did you Know??? 
From LAPC archive documents – in July 1990 a group of 25 teenagers who had been 
affected by the Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant disaster in the Ukraine visited Abington as 
guests of the Scout Movement and stayed at the Campsite in Little Abington. A Barbecue 
was held for them at Ley Rectory Farm. 

Jennifer Hirsh, chairman of LAPC at the time, organised this barbecue and reports 
that Colin Franklin allowed them to use his meadow behind the Ley Rectory Farmhouse. 
The barbecue was run with donations of food: burgers from Little Chef, rolls from village 
shop, drinks, non-alcoholic, from local pubs and, especially popular with the Chernobyl 
children, several boxes of fruit from TWI which the children stuffed in their pockets. A 
company in Linton made T–shirts with doves on them for each of them at no cost, and they 
were each given pencils and notebooks.  They had great fun with the local scouts on a 
bouncy castle lent to us for the event. A very happy and successful evening, thanks to the 
generosity of village people and local businesses. 

 
 

Community Oil Ordering 
The latest oil order for delivery in January 2022 was for 36,000 litres. The best price 
was from Conquest at 51.45p + VAT, that is 54.02 pence per litre. 
For over 10 years Rod Willcox has taken on the responsibility for finding the lowest cost 
source of domestic heating oil and then placing orders for village residents. He would now 
like to hand over this responsibility to someone else and is looking for a volunteer to take 
over from him.  
Orders are placed three times a year, usually in January, May and October. There is a 
computerised customer list and Rod is willing to explain the system to the new person and 
to copy the computer details to him/her. Rod is happy to do the May 2022 order and then 
to arrange a smooth hand over. Email rodwillcox@hotmail.co.uk or phone 07767 686 351 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/travel-roads-and-parking/roads-and-pathways/roadworks-and-faults
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/travel-roads-and-parking/roads-and-pathways/roadworks-and-faults
https://hildershamparishcouncil.org.uk/
mailto:harper802@btinternet.com
mailto:rodwillcox@hotmail.co.uk
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2022 Fun Run is back – Sunday 8 May                     www.sawstonfunrun.org 
New sponsors, new website and registrations open 
The Fun Run and Walk, having already raised over half a million pounds over the years, is set to 
return to its Pre-Covid highly successful format on 8 May, with entry registrations available from 
mid-February exclusively on the new improved event’s website www.sawstonfunrun.org  

Cambridge Sawston Rotary, the organisers, aim to create an event experience similar to 
that enjoyed by thousands at previous events but also to maximise the entrants’ own fundraising 
capabilities. ‘Repeating what was achieved by the one hundred entrants in the 2020 Challenge 
event who, having pledged to raise £10,000, finished up by raising a staggering £26,000, then we 
would raise many thousands’ says the Rotary Club.  

Information and the registration facility are on the new website with fees before 8 May 
being: £12 for adults and £6 for children in School Year 1 to 11. All proceeds will go to East 
Anglia’s Children’s Hospice [EACH] at Milton, Cambridge and Rowan, a local charity that 
supports adults with learning disabilities and other local charities and organisations.   

The routes will be the traditional 7.4K route around Sawston that appeals to all sections of 
the running community and the shorter 3.8 K route that appeals to families and young children, 
many of whom are in fancy dress. There will be attractions at the venue, Sawston Village College 
so, subject to prevailing Covid regulations, the event will be very similar to those of the past.  

As well as a new website the event has two new major event sponsors – Boswells, the local 
family bakery and Mica Hardware, Sawston. ‘We are so pleased that these two local businesses 
who recognise how much the community value this event have stepped forward in a generous way 
to become our new event sponsors’ said the event co-ordinator, Gerry Holloway.  

Other new sponsors are The Hill Group, Auto Now and Red Graphic who join Adams 
Harrison; Adcock Refrigeration, Gibbs Denley, Morgan Sindall, Sawston Parish Council, Star 
Radio, Stagecoach and CityView.  
Tina Burdett, Community Fundraising Manager of EACH has said ‘I’m delighted that East Anglia’s 
Children’s Hospices have been selected by Cambridge Sawston Rotary to be a beneficiary of the 
2022 Sawston Fun Run. The event is a local institution and has done so much to help local 
organisations over its thirty-five-year history, so it’s an honour to be involved.’ 
Rose Bloomfield, Fundraising Engagement Manager has said ‘We are so happy to be involved 
with the Sawston Fun Run this year and all the funds raised will enable Rowan to continue to 
support local adults with learning disabilities.’ 
 

February Services (not Abingtons and Hildersham : 10.30 Online Service available for all )  

DATE 9.00 am 10.30 am  pm 

6th February  Communion  

Balsham 

 

13th February Communion  

Weston Colville 

Morning Worship 

West Wickham 

    

20th February Communion 

West Wickham 

Morning Worship 

West Wratting 

Communion 

Balsham 

 

27th February Communion 

West Wratting 

Morning Worship 

Weston Colville 

West Wickham 
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Church Services for February 2022 
DATE Gt. Abington 

 

Lt. Abington 

 

Hildersham 

 

Readings 

 

 

6th February 10.30am United 
4.00pm Evensong 

Communion  

 

at Balsham Isaiah 6.1-8 
Luke 5.1-11 

13th February  10.30am 
Communion 

 Jeremiah 17.5-10 
Luke 6.17-26 

20th February 9.00am 
Communion 

 6.00pm Evensong  Genesis 2.4-end 
Luke 8.22-25 

27th February   10.30am 
Communion 

2 Corinthians 
3.12-4.2 
Luke 9.28-43a 

 
Church Flower Rota 

 Gt. Abington Lt. Abington Hildersham 
 

6th February Patsy Randall 
 

Fiona Snell  
and 

Kirsten Newble 

13th February Patsy Randall 
 

Patricia Hayden-Smith Kirsten Newble 

20th February 
 

Anne Hall Marilyn Broadhurst 
and 

Helen Humphrys 

27th February 
 

Anne Hall Florence Apcar Helen Humphrys 

 
Churchwardens 

Little Abington 
Graham Ross 41 Church Lane, Little Abington 891564 

 
Assistant Churchwardens 

 

Great Abington 

Anne Hall 12 Magna Close, Great Abington 892275 
 

Patsy Randall 77 High Street, Great Abington 07765 
345 714 

 

Little Abington 

Mary Miles 36 Church Lane, Little Abington 891083 

Marilyn Broadhurst 34 West Field, Little Abington 893214 
 

  
Parish Nurse 

Kim Cox Not 24 hours, please leave a message if no reply - Kim will respond 
when next on duty. 

07498 
994205 

 
 




